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The World and Christ.

Prof. Newman, of McMaster Univer-
sity, Toronto, in a published address,
which was originally delivered before a
Baptist Congress in Buffalo, closes his
review of Baptist “opportunities in pres-
ent religious progress,” with this para-
graph :

“In conclusion I would say that Baptiscs
have grown, prospered, and achleved, not
by seeking to adapt themselves to the ways
of the world, but by seeking in all things to
be faithful to Christ. Latitudinarianism is

Y to tradi and is in its
very nature ineffective. Staunch fidelity to
principle is still, I humbly belleve, the way
to success.”

Those who know best the history and
work of the Baptist people will be the
least likely to deny or question the cor-
rectness of Dr. Newman’s statements.
We may feel irritated at their exclusive-
ness, and at their persistent efforts to
proselytize, but it is impossible to
doubt their zeal or to ‘gnorc their suc-
cess, Their denomination—they refuse
to call themselves a ‘“‘church”—is in
Canada not very large or influential, but
it is rapidly growing in both numbers
and Dwportance. lts success is on the
whole well deserved, and for just the
reason Dr. Newman gives.

1t behooves the Presbyterian Church
to look closer into this very matter, the
larger a denomination is the more closely
its members should scan the tendencies
which from time to time make them-
selves apparent. Above all things lati-
tudinarianism should be avoided and dis-
couraged. The church can dispense with
worldly wealth, or intellectual attain-
ments, or esthetic capacities, desirable as
these things are, better than it can do
without spiritual mindedness thronghout
its membership, and especially in 1.+ min-
istry. “Staunch fidelity to prineipl " is,
among Presbyterians as among Bapt. ts,
“the way to success.” And if success 3
deserved, it matters less whether it comes
or not.

The Lord’s Day Alliance.
The Ontario Lord’s Day Alliance has

for some months been making a strenu-
ous effort to awaken Christians to the

. peril threatening the Lord’s Day. Meet-

ings under its auspices have been held in
all the centres of the province, and these
have been, on the whole, well attended.
Organization has been effected in most
of these centres, and thus it will be po
sible to act at once, when any breach of
the Sabbath law has been committed.
This is a great step in advance. Cases
could easily be cited where Sabbath
breaking is openly practised, and
the community has grown accus-
tomed to it, because, at the first,
no one would take action to stop
it. There is now a definite organ-
ization, with the strength of the Alliance
behind it, ready to graple at once with
a first attempt to introduce Sabbath labor
or any other form of Sabbath desecration.
In order to be most effective, however,

this local organization should at once
make its existence known i its own local-
ity, and should publish the nane of the
executive officer repeatedly, so that ap-
plication may be easily made to him
when an instance of Sabbath desecration
is noted. Prompt measures taken in one
or two cases will do more to establish
public confidence and secure public sym-
pathy and co-operation in preserving the
Sabbath, than any amount of literature
and eloquent appeal. The former is sel-
dom read, the latter is soon forgotten;
but an act of desecration checked is a
permanent reminder to a community.
Let the branches of the Alliance act
promptly when the occasion demands it.

The Desire for kxternalisin,

Religious life is now very much in
evidence. 1t is measured by the number
of meetings attended, by the number
of addresses given, somectimes by the
number of dollars subscribed. The per-
son who stands first in any one, or in all
of these, is thereby assured of a position
of authoritv in the congregation, Mo-
tive is not investigated, the surface in-
dication is accepted as sufficient.

One result of this worship of exter-
nalism is seen in the development of an
enthusiasm for attending religious ser-
vice, and convention, and conference.
Should the home be in a locality from
which attendance is difticult, it is a con-
stant plaint that many meetings must
be given up, and that the spiritual life is
suffering because it is denied the nour-
ishment and stimulus supplied by these
public services. The children of the
home, it is said, are being deprived of
spiritual training, because the Sabbath
School is at too great a distance, and the
young people cannot take an active part
in the many meetings for the young for a
similar reason. Indeed, we have known
a mere handful of families, shut off from
the regular church service by a mile of
good sidewalk, earnestly plead with a
Church Court to establish a place of
worship at their doors, so that they might
attend meetings. And the reverend Court
has sometimes listened to such pleadings,
to its infinite sorrow afterwards.

Is there any spiritual potency in the
home now? Has the mother of the pres-
ent generation entirely given over her
prerogative to train her children, to the
Sabbath School teacher, or to the Presi-
dent of the Young People's Society?
Men have grown strong by entering the
closet, shutting the door, and praying
to the Father, who seeth in secret.” Has
the promised reward been withdrawn?
Would it not be the part of wisdom to
encourage the religion of the home and
the heart, rather than that of the As-
sembly and the rostrum?

Never fear to bring the sublimest mo-
tive into the smallest duty, and the most
infinite comfort to the smallest trouble.
—Heber.
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Refined Cruelty.

T'he treatment of convicts in prisons is
one of the most troublesome problems of
our modern civilization.  Before the
time of Bentham the motive of punish-
ment was retribution; since the general
acceptance of the views of that humane
and philosophical jurist it has been re-
formation. Prison management has, of
course, undergone some change in conse-
quence of the alteration of society’s
point of view, but the improvement in
practice has not kept pace with the im-
provement in theory.

On one point all penologists are unan-
imous: there is no hope of bettering the
individual convict unless he is kept
steadily at some useful toil. Work of
some sort is absolutely necessary, and the
old tread-mill was better than nothing;
but any physical drill that does not en-
gage the intzllectual facultics of the per-
former becomes mere degrading drudg-
ery, and crushes out of the priconer avy
sense of self-respect which he has left.

A good example of the mischief that
may be done by interference with this
well-established and beneficent penol-
ogical truth is afforded by the recent ex-
perience of the State of New York. A

year or two ago the Legislature passed a

law prohibiting the employment of con-
viets at any work except what was fur-
nished by the State. The supply of such
work has been entirely insufficient for
the gres’ number of prisoners, and
through enforced idleness some of them
have become insane. The law will no
doubt be modified, but—not before it
has become a means of awful torture
for hundreds of people who might have
been usefully employed to their own ad-
vantage and that of the public at large.

’

La Patrie of January 12th has a para-
greph headed “The ex-Father Chiniquy,
His Death Expected at any Moment.
Mgr. Bruchesi offers to visit the sick
man.”  The letter of the Archbishop to
Rev. J. L. Morin is given and contains
this sentence: “Though he has been long
separated from us, I cannot forget that
in the eyes of the Church he is always
present and I think I am fulfilling a
duty of my pastoral charge in placing my
services at his disposal.” Professor Cous-
sirat replied for Mr. Morin, sending this
message from Father Chiniquy: “I am
grateful to the Archbishop, but have def-
initely withdrawn from the Church of
Rome. I am perfectly happy in my
faith in Jesus Christ. God and Jesus
are sufficient for me. T long for the mo-
ment of my departure.”

In many localitics clubs are being-
formed for The Dominion Presbyterian,
The dollar rate is a popular one. It
only requires that our offer of the paper
till 1st of January, 1900, be brought be-
fore the people to insure e club
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