But there are difficultics, serious difficul-
ties in the way of such a union whish 1
believe only an evolution defrictionized
by prayer and patience, will be able
remove. For where is the prophet-reform-
er or unon-negopator to come irom, who
is going to plead for the undoing of the
rituakistic incidents, the temporary sub-
titular pomp, the art-woven formalisims,
and worship complexities  wlich have
taken such a hold upon those who say
they feel all the better for them in their
traditionized emotional kind of way? Who
is there that has thought of digging out
the parastical tendrils of these things
that are becoming buried deeper and deep-
er in tthe fibre of the Anglican system?
Such undoing is the work of an evolution
that may eventuate in the verdiet that
no one feels the worse for them, Yet the
levelling up and levelling down of sym-
pathies that may lead to such a veclicl
has hardly begun yet, and the leading
must come from the Low Church and
High Church controversialists within  the
Anglican church itself. This levelling up
and levelling down of ceremonial predilec-
tiors must begin within the Anglican
body, preparing itself as a unit waiting
for unicn with other units. The sacri-
fice of emotionialized prejudice must first
begin within Canadian Anglicanism. Any
temporazing or coquetting with the ch
union notion will only tend to emphasize
the great main difficulty, If the Master's
call for a_unified or re-unifying church
could be made to overcome the church-
pride that is so prone to fondle a human,
temporary and incidental church polity,
as if it were the enduring Gospel itself
to be handed down the centuries unim-
paired, the evolutidn towards the very
widest chureh union would be surer in its
action and quicker in "' effects, Tndeed
T am not inclined. and never have been,
to think that there is an imvossibility of
a final consummation of union among Ang-
licans and non-Anglicans, mevely on ¢
cout of a meantime imposs'bility. Union
does not mesn ahsontion nor ean  ever
be made to mean ahsorption. T have en-
deavored. however immerfectly, to locate,
in my own unhaissed hehalf. the bit of
nentral ovonnd from which Angheans and
non-Anglicans may contemnlate 1 nossihle
union in the remote furure,  \What s
paining many of the friends of the move-
ment in favenr of the vartinl nnon among
WMethodista, Preshvterians and Congregn-
fionalice. & that the meantime nossihle
shonld he delaved by a meantime imnos-
sible: and vet T am not nrevared to clim
that the delay mav vrave unnrofitable to
the three merotiatine denaminations that
Tava a e v weached a eommon hasie on
which to eonstrnet a eveed a nolite and

wtnlctmibiva aemernena on which to
Tav the lines of an eveentive for the nro-
raced Tnited Protestant Choreh in Can-
ada

OUFE' 'S AL!IMN| CONFERENCE.
Domininn Prashvterian Snecial.

Tha annual aonfaranca af the Anaan's
Alnmni Assapistian  was  ennnasefnlle
held durine the week af Oatahar 90th
to Nov. 3rd. Az menal a eons
number +f the thenlasisal arad
the University assemhbled within the
familiar «'4 walls of Convocation Hall
to partake of the intellectual feast pro-
vided for them by the program commit.
tee. While the Queen's Conference is
essentia . a businesslike* gathering,
still there is always plenty of time, at
tha dai./ luncheons and elsewhere, to
renew oid college acquaintances and to
recall in some poor degree ‘he atmos-
phere o odfellowship that prevailed
in earlier days. For many reasons it
i3 greatly to be deplored that more of
the graduates do not avail themselves
of the opportunity thus afforded of
keeping wmore closely in touch with
their Alina Mater and of sharpening up
their minds by hearing and discussing
the excellent papers which have made
this conference famous within its own
little sphere of work. Rev. Robert
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Laird, in presenting the report of the
Endowment campaign at the luncheon
on Wednesday, especially drew atten-
tion to the great need of the University
heeping in closer touch with her gradu-
ates. Perhaps no better means could
be used than an earnest attempt to
double or treble the atendance at the con-
ference and this can be done, not by any
ex-cathedra appeal from the college or
the alumni association, but only by the
co operation of those who have found
(. e annual meetings of conference help
f:' and timi.eting intellectually and
spirituall, as well as invaluable in
helping one to closely identify himself
with all the interests and ideals of
Queen's,

The sessions opened on Monday after-
ncon with a rather small attendance.
The subject for discussion was an in
teresting  practical question in the
church: “The Young People in Our
Church; How to tramm and use them.”
Rev. Dr. McTavish and Rev. Alex. Mac
gillivray of Toronto, who were to have
opened the discussion were not present
and their suggestive and helpful papers
were read by Rev. Dr. McTavish and
Dr. Macgillivray of Kingston. The
evening meeting was devoted to one of
the treats of the coufersn e, Rev. Prof,
Kennedy's lecture on “Present Day
Landmarks in the New Testament
Study,” Prof. Kennedy is a very clear
thinker and an excellent reader aud he
presented his subject in a masterly
way. It was perhaps a little technical
for a popular audience but was well re-
ceived. He dealt with the sevomal
spheres of New Testament Study, ~ex-
tual Criticisin, Launguage, introduction
and Doctrine, and showed what might
be called the standard of modern
scholarship in each. He paid in conclu-
sion a fine tribute to the power of the
message of the gospel of the New Testa
ment, and the permanency of its doe-
trine.

.- " »

On Tuesday morning Revs. James Wal-
lace of Lindsay and D. W. Best, Beaver
ton, presented their papers on “The
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper,” which
threw a great deal of light upon an 1m
portant feature of our religion.  The
discussion was postponed until Wednes-
day noon and brought ont some further
interesting remarks, chiefly regarding
the practical observance of the sacra
ment. 12 o'clock Prof. Watson gave
his annual contiibution to the confer
ence in a paper entitled *“Recent De-
velopments in Philosoph:.” Then in
the afternoon Rev. W. J. Clark, of Lon-
don, gave a very interesting paper on
“Preacher's Problems,” and touched
upon many really vital problems in the
minister's life. Mr. Clark speaks with
great earnestness and simplicity and all
were quite ready to agree with him that
the problems he had found were very
real and needed special thought and
effort to enable men to successfully
cope with them. At 4 o'clock Rev. R.
E. Welsh of Toronto dealt with “The
New Perspective in Chrstian Apologet-
jes,’ showing that this branch of our
college teaching is full of real value
when in such capable hands as his
own,

. .

On Tuesday evening the first of the
course of the Chancellor's lectures was
giyen. The lecturer this year is one of
the most popular of Queen's professors,
whether in the class-room or pulpit,
Rev. Prof. Jordan, Professor of the Old
Testament department. His  lectiures
were very valuable contributions to the
discussion of the preseut status of Old
Testament study, and attracted a great
deal of attention both among the city
people and the visiting alumni.  The
opening lecture which was introduotory
to the course was entitled “The Prob:
lem of the Qld Testament,” placi be-

ers. ‘“Archeology and criticism,” ‘“Baby-
lon and ‘he Bible,” and “Assyriclosv
and the Old Testanent were the til
of the wremaining lectures.  Broadly
speaking it was "rof. Jordan's thesis to
vindicate the position of the modern,
historical, eritical method of studying
the Old Testament against the invasions
of the newer studies of archeology and
Assyriology. He showed clearly that
these had advanced too far in their con-
clusions in many cas and that their
» ved with cau-
tion. For example, the theories of
Sayce and Hommel, the extreme “right
wing of archeology” are not to be receiv-
ed as a final word in defence of the
traditional view of the Bible. The re-
sults of these new sciences are very
valuable as supplementing the critical
and historical investigations of the
crities, but they are new and unproven
departments of learning, and even with-
in the camp of the few great specialists
there is no unanimity. At all events,
as the leoturer showed with great force
and clearness in treating “Babylon and
the Bible,” the individuality of the
people of Israel 1 ust still be maintained
in spite of the cuntentions of the Pan-
Babylonists, The spiciiial attainments
of the chosen people were quite unique
and cannot be traced back to any other
source but are the great contribution of
the Jews alone to the religious world.
It is to be hoped that when next year
the course is finished, Dr. Jordan will
be able to put these results of his earn-
est study and fine scholarship into more
permanent form, and thus make them
available for a much wider constituency.
4 .- .. £

Space will allow only a mention of the
other papers of the .conference. “The
Book of Judges,” was the subject of
two papers by Rev. I. N. Beckstedt, of
Athens, and H. T. Wallace of Kingston,
two of Dr. Jordan's_ recent students.
Rev. W. W. Peck, of Arnprior, read a
paper on “Early Religious Life among
the Hebrews,” the subject on the pro-
gram assigned to three Ottawa men who
were unable to be present. “The
Epistle of St. James,” was dealt with
by Rev. James Anthony, of Waterdown.
Prof. Watson gave a second lecture of
special interest dealing with Mr. Wil
frid Ward’s late defence of the authority
of the church. Prof. Cappon’s lecture,
on “The New Movement in Literature,”
was as usual one of the most popular
of the whole conference. He discussed
the modern school of writers of the
FEuropean continent.  Tolstoi, Gorky,
Balsae, Zola and Isben. From one of
the social dramas of Isben, “The Doll's
House.” Prof. Cappon gave some read-
ings illustrative of the general trend
of the whole school. The lecture was
specially enjoyable and valuable since
it opened up a whole sphere of litera-
ture almost unknown to a great many
students and preachers,
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Taking the conference all in all it
was a great success. There were a few
changes from the printed program

lered which } 1
the treatment of several of the topies.
But all the papers were of an excep-
tionally high standard and the discus-
sion which followed was often very
valuable and stimulating.

It isn't a matter of very great im-
portance, we should say; but the “Chris-
tian  World” (London) remarks that
“sunday is not a bad day for two young
people to come to church and ask God's
blessing on their new life together,” and
adds that “we hear of a couple being
compelled to go off to a strange church
miles away in order to get married, Le-
cause their own rector would not per
form the ceremony on a Sunday.” A
young man very deeply in love would
take a trip of several furlongs in the

i we should say. It is not

fore the audience the present situation
in things Biblical and critical and out-
lining the purpose of the several lectur-

to be forgotten, however, that there are
six other days in which folk desiring to
do so may get married.




