Prerace—Continued

In its compilation we have been pleased to
observe that the evident trend of modern legisla-
tion is toward uniformity among the nations
of Christendom on the vital subjects of marriage
and divorce. In fact, modernity brings uniformity
in every department of public and private law—
a consummation devoutly to be wished for by those
who feel that, no matter how short may be the
individual’s life, he is nevertheless a kinsman to
all of the race who have gone before or are yet
to come.

A study of the marriage laws of the world
has also brought the happy econviction that the
wholesome view of marriage as the union of one
man and one woman for life, to the exclusion of
all others, is the one triumphant fact of human
history which can never lose its prestige.

The surest sign of the general betterment of
the world’s law is that woman everywhere is more
and more being allowed her natural place in the
community as man’s equal and associate. That
nation is most enlightened which treats its woman-
kind the best. All the legislation of the past
century bearing on the subject of marriage has
elevated men by giving more justice to women.

When the next Matrimonial Causes Act predi-
cated upon the labours of the present Royal Com-
mission on Marriage and Divorce is passed by the
British Parliament, women will be given equal
rights with men in our courts of law. The juris-
prudence of England was not built for a day,
and we are a people singularly bound by precedent,
but when John Bull moves it is always in a straight
line, and he never turns back. H. R.
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