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air:« r1 beg to acknowledge the roooipt of your letter 
or the i.Bth Imitant, with referenoe to the application of 
Joe Armstrong, of till llkaaonn, regarding hie mineral 
on He* 6 Reserve, end in reply beg to say that ; i obstacle 
hue arlfcien In uonnootlon with the ’lining for p re clone 
uotu?.e on Indian Keot-rree where buee motile are found in 
combination with the s me» Under see lor. 4G of the Indian 
Ant it ie t?farted very dourly thet no portion of a reserve 
shall bt cold, alienated or leased until it hae been 
ro-lor.eed or eurrenderod to the Crown, mf consequently until 
tliat section of the Act ir> ; molded it will be noaeoonry In 
all Fuoh o' 8cb to have a nurrerder given b; the Indiana for 
•ny of the baco aettil □ ;,-hioh m y underlie on 
found in oorablaation 71th the preaiotu. mesnls
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X raey horo Inform you dot \.ho only reason tout 
. notion 40 of the Aot wnc omendod -t 1 tot e< nion of furlia- 
mont by the in-ilur ion of n proviel on that lor.onn for surface 
rights on Indian re; erven could be iet-tied ly the Governor- 
ln-Council without tho taking of a ourrondor was for the 
purpose of ranking more r-ocecclble the mining of precious 
metals underlying Indian Heeervee than it hod been in the 
pact ce it hue been oonoeded that i;he preoloue metals belong 
to tho Crown In ri#it of the iroviuce while the base ratals 
belong to the Crown In right of tho Dominion, Some tine 
ago I wrote to Ottawa on ihie eubjeot and pointed out that 
our present re,-illation wbo practically uboIo&s were wo to
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were very fow instancies in the -rovinoe of 
where the prooioue metals were to be found not in combination 
with tlio buee uct le*
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‘•Lila Mr* Scott was in Victoria we had considerable 
diBouoBion on the above natter and the result w b tliat he 
1b going to make Borne qpeola] regulation at Ottawa when he 
returns but informed m that in the meantime when le nee 
for surface rights aro applied for Indian Agente will be 
forwarded surrender forme -nd requested to obtain the neeont 
of tho Indiana for the b&ue notais that may be found In 
combination with the preoloue*

Therefore,in connection with the cuue to which you 
have referred, I may say shat if Joo Armstrong hue ctaked 
out hlo mineral claim and recorded it in the office of tho 
lining Recorder of tho dlutrlot hla next step will be for 

Vitra to apply through ycureelf to the Department for a le -os 
of the curfcoe rights, Aaoomptnying Me applloatlon naot 
be a certified copy of hie Provincial Miner* e Lease and a 
deeorlptlon of the l zvle, ac provided frr under section "C" 
of thr Xtigula.tlonn*

1th regard to the tern "Mining In ce" referred to
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Indian Agent, 
Vernon, B# C#
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