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219,146.10 lbs of rev/ opium wore imported by the Government 
of Formosa. In 1907, the amount of raw opium imported into 
Formosa v/as 321,794.85 lbs, while the number of lioonsed opium 
smokors decreased to 113,165.

Those seemingly contradictory figures may bo explained 
by the following facts:-

(v)— In 1901 a fanatical sect oallod "Feiluan-Chiangpihui" 
described on pagoa 61 and 62 of our Report, came into oxistonoq 
and fer a timo had such influence that in tho fiscal years 
1901-1902 and 1902-1903 tho amount of opium paste sold to 
licensed merchants decreased to 118,773 and 131,182 kilograms 
roopoctivcly; whereas, in the fiscal year JL900-19Q1. the amount 
ef paste cold by tho Government of Formosa was 205,877 
kilograms. (Vide page 60 of our Report). Tho sudden dcoreti.se 
in tho amount of opium paste sold to lioensod merchants in 
1901 and 1902 was thus largely duo to a tomporary dcoroaso in 
tho number of smokers in consequence cf tho religious 
convictions of tho soot roforrod to.

(b) — Tho years 1901 and 1902 v/ere remarkable for tho 
prevalence of tho smuggling ef opium and tho illicit manu­
facture of opium for amoving. In this connection two tabular 
statomonte given on page 56 of our Report may bo roforrod to, 
and, considering that those statements deal only with oases
in rospoot to which prosooutions wore instituted, tho magnitude 
of the total amount of opium smuggled into Formosa during those 
two years muy well bo surmised. It follov's that, ether things 
being equal, tho amount of opium purchased by lioonsed mer­
chants will decrease in proportion to tho quantity that is 
smuggled into tho island.

(c) — Owing to tho improvements introduced in recent 
years in various directions both in tho Customs and police 
Cervices of Formosa, their efficiency has boon greatly 
increased, tho result being that smuggling and illicit manu­
facture and sale of opium have practically become impossible.
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