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219,146,110 1bs of rcw opium vore imported by the Government

of Formoea, In 1207, the cmount of rav opium importod into
Formoss wos 321,794.85 1bs, whilc the number of licenscd opium
smokers deervuscd $9 113,165.

These scomingly contredictory fisures may be explaincd
by the following facta:-

(¢)-- In 1901 a fenotienl scet colled "Foilucn-Chiangpihui™
deseribed on pagoes 61 and 62 of our Repsrt, came into existeneq
and fer a timo hod such influonce thot in the fiscal ycars
1901-1902 &nd 1905-1903 the emount of opium paste sold to
liecnsod merchants deercoscd to 118,773 and 171,182 kilograme
rospoetively; whorecs, in the fiscel year 1900-1901 the amount
of pasnte ©0ld by the Govormment of Formosa wos 205,877
kilogrems. (Vide page 60 of ouwr Report). The sudden decreuso
in the smount of opium paste sold Go liecnced merchants in
1901 and 1902 was thus lorgely duc to & tomporary dcoroaso in
the number of smokers in conscquence ¢f the religious
convictions of thc scet roferrod to.

(b)=- The yuors 1901 snd 1902 were remarikable for the
provalonce of the smugzling ef opium and tho 1llieit manu-
foocture of opiwm for smozing. In this conncction to tabular
gtotoments given on page 56 of our Teport mey be refeired to,
and, ceonsidoring that thoec statemonts decl only with ciscs
in rospoet to vhich prosccutions were instituted, the magnitude
of thc totol cmount of opium smugpled into Formosa during those
tivo yours may well be surmised. It follows that, cther things
being ccual, the amount of opium purchascd by liccnsed mer-
chants will docrecse in proporivion to the guentity that 1is
smgzled into the island,

(e)-- Owinz to the improvorients introduced in rccent
voors in various dircetions both in the Customs and Polico
Sorvices of Formosa, their cfficicney has been groatly
incroeased, the rosult being that smuggling and illicit menu-

faoturc and sulc of opium have prreticclly beecome impossible.
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