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SPECTRUM

Gay and lesbian liberation

by Terry Richard

“This is the place where the les-
bian and gay movement must be”

Harry Britt

During the 19th century, there was
a wave of activity in Europe (with
echoes in America) designed to
promote homosexual rights and to
explore the possibility of liberation.
Thatactivity was interrupted in the
20th century by the Second World
War, where the strong German
movement was especially sub-
jected to the Nazi repression that
resulted in tens of thousands of
homosexuals being killed in con-
centration camps.
In the United States homosexuals
began organizing cautiously dur-
ing the 1950’s but a society still
intimidated by McCarthyism was
not ready for an nutfront move-
ment. The Black Civil Rights
Movement expanded the tactics of
dissentand made protestlegitimate
- at least legitimate enough so a
mass anti-war movement could
develop and activism could flour-
ish in education, anti-poverty, and
other areas.
The gay activist movement of the
1990’s burst forth after the Stone-
wall riots of June, 1969, when gay

AGA

men refused to submit in the
traditionaly intimidated way to a
New York City police raid on gay
bar. Also atthis time lesbians were
active in the growing feminist
movement. The liberal women’s
organizations attracted lesbians
who felt the struggle forequal rights
to be critical to their status as in-
dependent women. Radical lesbi-
ans also took on strong initiatives;
less restricted than their non-gay
sisters by ties to men, these women
built feminist culture and militantly
opposed the patriarchy. More and
more lesbians came out of the
closet, stating proudly that their
feminism was connected to their
lesbianism. In addition, many
women involved with the feminist
movement discovered in that con-
text their ability to.love other
women.
From the currents of the 1960’s
lesbians and gay men brought many
political perspectives to the new
lesbian and gay movement: per-
sonal growth anarchist, feminist,
etc. There was also an explosion
of gay activitics: consciousness -
raising groups, demonstrations,
petitions, publications, parades,
and dances. Throughoutthe 1990’s
and 1980’s many college campuses
sprouted gay student organizations,

Student Bonus Coupons

« Coupon Must Be Presented At Time Of Purchase

g o G G hewl GO [RR RN D NN S RS (RS DS OSSR G0
Offer Valid At Only Fredericton Mall & King's Place Locations

Expires Maxch 851

i Mermaids : i

Soundtrack ' 5

Expirs Maxch 891

; Cass.

(D
oo s D et At T e
L U

Eqilllﬁadl!ﬂl

. MC Hammer

§ Please Hammer, Don't Hurt 'Em i ;
P o ]

" CAC Musc Facory
Make You Sweat : s

| $899 31699
I - Coapon Must Be Presented At Time Of Purchase

= e e URR NN O NS G AR
Fredericton Mall & King's Place Locations

=" Black Crows

Shake Your Money Maker

P89 Y : i
« Coupon Maust Be Presented At Time Of Purchase

Offer Vald At Oy Fredercton Mall & King’s Pace Locatons

Vanilla Ice

To The Extreme

Cass.

899 $17.99

I - Coupon Mast Be Presented At Time Of Purchase

e ]
Offer Valid At Ouly Fredericton Mall & King's Place Locations

Expixs Maxch 891

Expirs March 891

Expims March 891

* Offer Valid At

g Cass.
$999

Righteous Bros.

Gs. D jas Cass.

$9.99‘ $17.9 1
« Coupon Must Be Presented At Time Of Purchase ] + Coupon Must Be Presented At Time Of Purchase

- O S G (SN N O E58
Offer Valid At Only Fredericton Mall & King's Place Locations

$4.99
- e IS5 S S R
Offer Vaiid At Only Fredericton Mall & King's Place Locations

Gloria Estefan

Into The Light

« Coupon Must Be Presented At Time Of Purchase

and gays who were either promi-
nentornot well known cameoutof
the closetoftenatconsiderable risk.
All of these things are still happen-
ing, mainly to increase tolerance
of who we are and to educate so-
ciety on our lives.

Gay caucuses now operate na-
tionally among professionals, such
as librarians, nurses, teachers, and

professors, and in movement or- -

ganizations such as the National

Organization for Women (NOW),

the People’s Party and the Wages

for Housework Campaign. Also,

now more than ever there is tre-
mendous support for a sexual ori-
entation amendment here in New
Brunswick. Organizations suchas
the Association of University of
N.B’s Teachers, CUPE N.B, N.B
Association of Social Workers, and
the Professional Institute of the
Public Service of Canada all sup-
port amending the Human Rights
Actas itnow stands to protect gays
and lesbians.

Homosexuals are a part of society.
We have been integrating in soci-
ety for as long as there has been
people around. I as a gay
liberationalist, see the 1990’s as a
time of tremendous and radical
change for homg i
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for the 1990's

homosexuals being acceptedmore  €ryday life and that we are not
as society comes to the realization ~ g0ing to go away.
that we are indeed a part of ev- Welcome to the gay nineties!!

Notice!

F——s,

The Brunswickan is looking for regular columnists
for the Spectrum section.

If you are interested in expressing your opinion in an
informed and consistent manner then the Spectrum
section is for you.

To be a Spectrum columnist, send to the Editor-in-
Chief three sample articles of the column that you
intend to write. There are no limitations as to the
topics that may be dealt with in Spectrum as long as
they adhere to the principles of good journalistic
ethics.

Sharpen your skills as an essayist, develop effective
skills in communicating your ideas, put your pen
where your mouth is and be a Spectrum columnist.

For more information contact Kwame Dawes, The
Brunswickan: 453-4983.
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