
They had been involved promoting jazz in
the city ince 1969and l osing money all-the'
time," Vasey said. i

"Our conçept then, as it stilli i, is to pro-
vide thebest local, national and international
iazz mnusic to the citizehs of tEdmonton."

the founders of thé Society were ambi-
tious. Plans in '73 called for a club before '74
and a jazz festival that suimmer. The f irst Jazz
City festival didn't happen until 1980, (and il
isn't a Jazz Society show.)And it wýasn't until
1984 that the Society mnoved into what il
hopes will be its.permanenit home - The
Yardbird Suite.

The Suite opened as a "fulie-time jazz club>'
Sept./84 and has been open ever since," said
Vasey. Initially they were open only on week-
ends. They would only get one night beer
and wine licenses. But bv Decemtber of that
year the suite had been renovated to the
point the ALCB granted a full time license.

The Suite, now operates as a private club
for members and guests only. A situation
Vasey catis "barely financially possible."
Volunteers are what keep the Suite running.
"The only people who have been paid in the
ast year are the dishwashers," and the musi-
cians of course.

The Suite will have a budget of about
$200,00this year. The majority of thisgoes to
pay the musicians. Advertising is the second
most expensive item on the list. International
artists though, really hurt the budget. "We
have to buy U.S. artists to stay alive and it
costs us so mucb money because our-dolar
isn''worth anything," said Vasey.

Most of the money now cornes from ticket

Jazz amionaao, marc vasey

sales but the Society gets sorne financial
support from Alberta culture, support they
couldn't get ini theearlyyears. "they thought
we'd disappear in six months," said Vasey,
but we didn't and support Is 'now pretty
good.

Alberta bas "programs that virtually no
other province in. Canada bas for culture, its
one of the reasons we're able ta survive,"
said Vasey. Jazz needs that kind of support to
be able to survive in Edmonton. t, like the
symphonyorthe ballet, is not a profit making
venture "by any stretch 6f the imagination."

The Society flot only caters to fans of jazz
music, but to its players as weil, "We'-are
trying ta create nat only on the part of thé
fan, but of the musicians as weil, that there is
some hope." With the support of the Janz
Society an eight piece band has been put

Jazz musician Sean MmacNuII
together by Edmonton musicibn Sean Mac-
Natly. The Edmonton Jaz*z Ensemble will be
feated -regularly at the Yardbtrd Suite.

A new ýfeature at the Suite will be a blues
band the thîrd week of every month. Febru-
ary will see Chicago Peïe and the Detroiters.
"jusi to provide a lttie -different flavour to
the place," Vasey said.

Meanwhile theSôcîety is still working
bard at staying above water. They are deter-
mined to keep the only venue in the cîty for
conternporary jazzopen. And they are "slow-
by convincin1g the powe-s that be that this
thing should be supported."

Iy johnWatson
Jazz musicians in Edmonton cannot live off

of their art al one. Sea n MacNally. is* a wel

wants to pay me thani its fliso an qpportuhîy
to tone my craft." Fiëeancing' may not bé
the môst dependable source of incimebut
MacNaIIy has made atliving off of It.for about
three years.

He etarted playing music -in.high school on
a guitar bis brothe'r fourid in te garbage.
From hlgh school be wept on to -Grant
MacEwan and froin tiere he started gettdng
worc. 1 1 1

"I moved away front home to prove to
*myseif that 1 could do it on my own,> Mac-
Nally said. That wvas three years ago, and he.
has yet to bounce the rent cheque.

"There are a lot of musicians in tis.-city
*who make their living playing music,some of,
them, of which 1 an nesoplay jazzwhen
they can./'

In fact there was almost no opportunity to
play jazz in Edmonton until recently. The
Edmonton jazz Society asked MacNaIly to
organize a jazz band. He did. The Edmonton
jazz Ensemble is an eight piece band Mac-
NalUy is very pleased with. Four horns and
f-our rbythm'pla.yers wIll be playing original
compositions and a lot of clonteinporary
music at the Yardbird Suitç onie weekend a
month.

Though MacNally stresses that the band is
flot under his control to any greatdegree bis
mnusic is part of what the band.will be playing.
"'The only thing to coprnt on is my style, and 1
don't know what thatis, so that's a Iile bit of
a side step." he said.

"That's'great, now we're playing jazz in
Alberta, butthat is stili not going to pay the
rent.". What, it'is, is- an opportunity tor
Edmonton artists to play the music theywant
to play.
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Be it complaints, worries or
concerns, about anything
academic orpersonal, Student
HeIp always.has a listening ear.:
We h ave info on ma ny servi ces,
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an extensive tutor and typisi file.
Student, Help s run by trairied
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Caîli or drop by if, you need
assistance in any way. Somen
Is always here'.
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