
CANADIAN COURIER.

Vacant Pllots Should be Cultivated
A Wide M'ovement is on Foot to Cultivate Vacant Plots in Large Cities

By E. T. COOK

AWIDESPREAD) movement is on foot tobrin g forward in the most practical and
commonsense ways the futility of allowing
vacant plots to remamn idle when they

might be put to some good use. Great cities are
in the course of formation and this watcbfulness
on tbe part of, those who have thÈe welfare of the
cornmunity at heart is a splendid sign of a deep-
seated interest in the peuples of this land. Complaints
are loud of tbe high prices that bave to be given
for the. ordinary necessaries of if e and there is
also tbe stimulating effect of a partial outdoor if e
on tbose who tili these barren acres in ýour midst.
Sometimes a. plot of land faces a public school.
The vacant plot is unused, neyer bas been used, or
possibly will not be for years, the scholars meanwhile
seeking recreation on a paved yard. Sncb instances
as these are not uncommon, and it, is with a view
to bringing.tbese inito something lîke cultivation that
the experiences of such authorities -as Mr. Lockie
Wilson and Mr. Bougber, of Minneapolis, are de-
tailed. They apply to ail large cities f rom north
to south and east to west.

The mn'ovement sbould have far-reacbing resuits.
One side issue bas, been almeady broached, tbe
bringing of ploughmien »in tbe vicinity of great
centres for a day to pluugh tbe vacant land and ini
tbis way niake those who live on a farm more in
tuucb with the hives of industry. it was suggested
in the Canadian Farm that there should be a "far-
mers' day," a boliday for those who are busy f ar
fromi the bauints of mien, but whose work is the
miost important in the wbole Dominion, The farmer
and the town dweller sbould rub shoulders a bit-
it is to the mnutual advantage of botb, and the yuung
men of the city will take nu hurt f rom cumpanion-
%hip with the sturdy sons f romn the land.

Mr. Leroy Boughem, President of the Garden Club
of Minneapolis, in an address given before the Ani-
enican Civic Association, at Washington, gave th~e
following important particulars, whicb serve to
empbasize tbe remarks that have beern made con-
cerning this praiseworthy work for tbe bettermient
of great cities:

More than 600 men and women, at Ieast, writes

.ing of 1,002.vacant lots tovegetables and flowers.
This compares witb 302 in 1911 and 1 in 1910. lIn
addition, borne gardens are being cultivated, and.iin
these twice as nîany rose bushes and apple trees
have been planted by* its members.. There were no
home gardens in 1911, under the auspices of 'the
club.

"The Garden Club bas brought about the decora-
tion with flowersý and grass of 149 front.yards in
tbe congested Russian-Jewish districts of North
Minneapolis. Cbildren under 16 are doing this
work, and not one of, the lawns had .been
previously improved. Grass seed, vines, and haîf a
dozen varieties of flower seed have been distributed
to eacb child.

"0f tbe 302 gardeners of 1911 ail but 16 (in-
cluding those.w.ho bave left town) are gardening
again this year. 0f'ail the 1,430 gardeners, 84 per
cent. bave neyer attempted this before. In ail,
17,725 persons are concerned in the garden move-
ment. Every une of last year's cbarity gardens
became a cash member unsolicited this year. This
is a most signifiéant feature of tbe work. Tbe vege-
table and flower gardens of the club cover 160
acres-exactly a qutarter section. About seven acres

borders enough lots that are practically certain to
be vacant for several years to corne which could
be utilized to produce each summer at least $100,000
worth of vegetables and flowers. But the financial
end, while considerable, is flot the most important.
Inducing men, womnen and children to become in-
terested in the tilling of the soui and the growth of
vegetable:'s, -plants anîd flowers with improved and
heaithini surroundings is, -perhaps. the greatest

An Ec'onQmic Enthusiast
A CHARMINO personality linkd wih a true

r knowledge of the subject taken in haànd spelis
u nbounded success. Sucb a man' is James Lockie
Wilson, f riend, of horticulLurist and agriculturist,
ready to belp forward in-,t'ver)y possible way the
progress ofthfese great'and far-reaching industries,
and one of the most worthy of public servants.

The nian' on -the street is aware that without the
farmer and the market gardener life would be im-
possible. We depend upon them for our very exist-
ence anid quietly, courageously, and persistently this
kindly man through bis own enthusia*ic,'temlpera-
ment in .the holding of important offices dis-
seminated a scientific knowledke of: leading prin-
ciples in the raising of vegetabie pr-oduce and the
finest types of animals on Canadian farms. Those
who know notbing or littie of his great work should
read those faultlessly clear and concise reports on
various subjects that appear f rom time 'to time
under bis guidance. They, are masterpieces of pre-
cise knowledge and reveal ?tarifi cations to the heart
of things that are truly astonishing. The farmer
on tbe prairie and the market gardener striving for
information, and ways of co-operation find in Mr.
Wilson a helper and a f rie nd. The' notes that
appear in this supplement are some indication of
bis activity, but tbis is one droç only in an ocean
of downrigbt useful and necessary work.

Many columins would be needful to, enter into the
details of Mr. Wilson's career. Suffice it to say
be is happily in the prime of life and enthusiasm
in tbese sister. brancbes of industries seems to wax
more keenly as years speed un. Tbe Ontario Horti-
cultural Association, of wbich be is secretary, owes
practically everything to bis erudite management,
and one of the treasures in bis homne- is a presenta-
tion of Royal Crown Derby plate encircled and
cbased witb silver in recognition of his services.
Another office of immense importance is that of
secretary and managing director of the Canadian
Hlorticultural Exhbiition, s'écretary of the Ontario
Vegetable Growers Association, and a director of
tbe Canadian National Exhibition, and each office
is flot regarded as a sinecure but an oppurtunity
for work conducted on the best and most approved
modern lnes.

Personal experience bas been gained in tbe laud-
able pursuit of raising pedigree cattle, the import-
ance of which can be hardly over-estimiated, and
therefore farming and horticulture bave in Mr.
Wilson one who is engrossed in their welfare. H1e
is a true son of the soi] and a scientist as well.

A Warning to Daffodil Loyefs
W ILL you kindly alluw me a brief space in your

Cuntry Lif e Supplement to warn growers
of Daffodils in your country of a pest which inflicts
one of the fairest of spring flowers. A sharp look-
out should be kept for the Narcissus fly. This bas
been a scourge this year in maniy places, due no
doubt to peuple not being caref ni enough with
respect tu it. If any Dafodi1s are seen dwarfer
than the rest or luokinig sickly, the bu1bs sbould at
once be taken up carefully, washed in cold water
and replanted ini fresh ground. If they are very
unhealthy it is best to bumn themn. Growers should
be always un their guard for Narcissus fly and
Mite, and I an~i certain that it is the right to isolate
weak and sickly plants.
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