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,À MYSTERY STORY
By J. S. Fletcbor

Next week, a new serîal

story, eutitled "The An-

nexation ,Society," will

begin in The Canadlian

Courier. The writer is

the well-.knowu Euglish

novelist, Mr., J. S. Flet-

cher, whose stories rank

with those of the authors

of "Sherlock Rolmes"

and "Raffles." The mys-

terlous disappearance of

the Tsar's Gold Cross from

the Royal apariments of

one of the best known

country seats lu Englaud

discloses a mystery which

taxes the sil of British

and French experts , lu

criminology.

lander, andi that mucli harmn mut have
been done by hlm, if what Max had
saîd was tTue; he di-d flot doubt wi¶at
Max hati said, but after ail there were
only hie statements to go upoin, andi
mueh more was needed-these state-
moents muet lie esuiported by conn-
clng prodf.

S&hort1y a!ter Max had left hlm, the
Miniater, excus ung hie attendance at
the lieuse of Commonu to hie ccii-
ieaguee on the plea o! ,presslng- busà-
nes of the most Important nature,
proceeded to the War Office; It was
"closed" for the day, but as there are
always a few officiaIs ln residence, ho
sent for one of theni, anti ordered hlmi
to fetch with ail haste the chief o! Uic
Intelligence Departiment-a tJIie wliioh
covers the secret service of the army

C4 ooe hambers. When this off-
cer arriveti, as hie diti Jn a remarkably
brie! space of Urne, anti wae inýformed
by the Minieter that there was reason
to suspect Gaptaini Hollander o! play-
ing a double part, that while pretenti-
ing to, be a Britilsh secret agent he was
lu reality ln the pay o! Gerinany, lie
protesteti thet hie couiti not credlit suchA
an assertion, and declared that Hol-
lander, wli-o was rather a pet o! bis,
vwas thbe moet efficient andi sucsceessful
eman lu hie Departuiont.

"loRander le in Germnany et the
present Urne," lie continueti, "on a spe-
elial missIon, ad I tielteve lie will ae-
ceimpii it."

"Wèbhat ite tbis 9pecial nisison?"
asie'd tihe Muuistor.

"To diesoover tby wihsat rneans the
Grmians elbtalned poaseessdon o! thbe

drawings of fihe new ýgun," saisI Chiam-
berq.

"Womuld you be surprised to hear,"
,askeid the Mlniister, with the suavit
et! ruanner for wbdsch lie -wais fanuons lu
the Huouse, ' tthat there iis some t!ouu-
dlation for the beLle! tubai it 'wais til
ver>- main Hollauder w'ho tbtained
these drarwlngs andI handed thern ove-r
to Germiany?"

C H-ý,IVERS tarted vio'lently andIC isfc weibt wvhite. Hie looked
eat thie Mintister, wbo returned is

gaze so osteadffly tubat the -words, "lIm-
posiMle, sir!" wbuIch lia was ýabout te
utter, frozue ýon his l[ips. Insteati, lie
sialid, «'LI it ppossdble?» lu tores of tihe
deepest disauay.

"I uildersutaiad," wats tihe reply, "tubai
it was lie andi notbody else wihù gave
thbe drauwings to thbe Germnans."

"May- I inquire h:ow you have corne
te understaind tubat, sir?" asked Chamn-

coetftnmed Ma4x's etatements respectung
Hlander.

"Weil?" atsked tihe Minieter wheu
aMoune wIitth Chamnbers.

"The zlian," said Ohambers, l'ils the
mnt conenLlninate scoindrel imaglu-
able; Lbe lie a secret agent olf GTermany
-there la abundant evidence agiainst
htim;- le haiti boodwinked us 1ail along.
I-1 feel very istrong'y albout it, w0
strongiy that 1 iuit tender iny restig-"
niation."

"IDo njothIug of the khmd" satd the
Minitgr, lninidly. ,,Let nie hear whbat
you di.scovered."

111 discovered several tkingis tliat in-
criiminatedé[lm, but pexibaps tbiis pa.petr
jes enouýgh."1 He lield utp a siheet of
foolsnap, on çwh4ci wa.s a Iliet oit nines,
with enmie of money oippos1te ±hetm.
"«it le ïthe ipayro1l," lie resuimed, "of
the mnbens of the Gefnan 'Secret
Service e&mPloyed aid Pald Iby Hol0-
larder lu LOndon."

Ch>anlber- ýpa:ssed tihe ýdoumenýt over
te the Minister, who, rei it oarefily
Among, tihe niames un it lie -saw -that
of Syla Chaise, rwtth fty poundcs pex
,menýs eir aginst it; under ber namne
wae that of Bertha Schmnidt, Wlthi fIve
poiunfdis per meniem, but Rs -the Minis-
ter knew nothing abouit lier, lie did
netgive the ýitem any iattention. -Still
bore -wsii ample Wvitne5s of R01101-
der's guilt, and eof the trutlh of Much,
tfhbat Max liad told hlm.

"It ie Qulite enougli by 1tself-this
,patper, to condesmu the mnan," sali! the
Viniîster. "Where diti yo-u get lt?t '

"In hie rom lni the War Office,"
sald Chiambers. ",There is a safe lu i,
and I hiat it opened."

"I suippose lie tbnugiht it a caipital
place for <eeiping such a dacuenont,
for no onie would ever have dreanned
of lookling for anyindg of the sort in
tliat iplace," e$bserved tihe Mîndster.
"And there are other pros?"

"Yes; but I did nýot [bring tihem wit'h
me; 1 ýditi not thlntc more vwoulid bie
required in aditon te that damna-
tory pay-rofl."

"Now, colonel, 1 wisâ. te say what I
a,îm godinsg to do. ln the first plaice,
however, 1 desitre theý natter kept te
oursebives," saiti tihe Minister. "Next,
Hollander muet ie alIlewed te return
at the turne you expected; ïf lie le re-
called, iho niay suspect seompot[hing; on
bie return, ie muet tbe iarresed. When
dýo yoni expe<it hlm?"

"Very soon-iu a ýdaY or two."
"I shall see those other Proot!e when

I corne te the War Office to-qinorrow,"
salAJ the Milnister, concludhng 'the iu-
terview. But before lie went to the
War Office next day 'lie receTived La
messýage by telephene ýat -hi resldence
,from Gaon"e Chamnbers, reportng
that Hollanuder býai arriveti iin London
liy the early Continental train, andi
,wats now at thbe War Offie under ar-
reest. thougli he bail ncit been ap-
uized ny! tihe reason far tt. What ws
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