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more! They']l talk about my recep-
tion forever, if you do!1"

Astro laughed. "That's one thing
I'm afraid 1 can't do. You see, the
Countess isn't quite so innocent as
you are, Mre. Selwyn."

"It was a pretty big chance you
were taking, seems to me," said Val-
eska,. as Astro drove her home. "0f
coursë she grabbed the stone so, tight-
],y that it printed the marks of the
facets on her white glove; that part
of it was easy. But how could you
be sure? You didn't look at half the
people's hands."

"You noticed the way she heki lier
fingers when I spoke to you, didn't
you? 1 didn't have time, tlhen, to
explain. But I knew by that that
she was or had been a pickpocket.
The professional dipper works with
his first two fingers, and almost al-
ways carnies his hand with themn ex-
tended, and the other two fingers
cunled up out of the way.»

"But why did you look at her leit
glove, instead of the right, as you did
ail the olthers ?"

"I hiad noticed at supper time that
she was left handed. Where I took
my long chance, mny dear, was when
I trusted to you to find out what she
did with the brooch. 1 confess that
when 1 dropped on the floor and wait-
ed for your signal, I was rather
anxious. It was up to you, tiien, to
make me or break mie. But I was
sure 1 could trust you, and you did
beautifully."

Valeska herseif had been more
anxious duning that few minutes than

ýed. Thete was, however,
ling to be strailhteied out
di.
don't undestand is who

announces that he will lecture on
"His Life," we are at once impressed
that something unusual has taken
place in the career of the said A. B. C.
more particularly as it appears that he
lias not favoured the terrestrial sphere
with lis presence more than a quarter
of a century-perhaps hardly that. We
are funther infQrmed-that the lecture
is one of the 'said A. B. C.'s "popular
efforts," which'leads up to the conclu-
sion that this very youing man has
more «than one -of these entertaining
deliveries. Tickets are purchased
without delay, and we appear in due
course as expectant auditors. The
prodigy tells us a lot .of pretty little
incidents about the home life which
are interesting to the chlldren. The
climax is supposed to be reached whén
A. B. C. relates that one day when.
three years old he feli into a washtub,
and providence and another woman
pulled himf out, and that as the moun-
tains are round about jenusalem, etc.
W fail to see any cofinection between
thiî incident and a caîl to the ministry,
although this was st ongly urged. TIhe
whole affair wa Cer twaddle, and
we feit as we went home that perhaps
it would have beeil better to have lcft
A. B. C. in the tub. -Christiait

Guardian.

The Ôpen Road'
Bv MAUDE GOIDRING.

Out past the. bars of Square and Place,
And streets where toilens bear their

load,
Past ail the hurrying populace'

There runs the Open- Road.

How white its ribbon measures out
The sun-baked ,acres round the

town!
FIow hoarse the People's empty shout

Behind us travels clown !
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