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PART I.A STÂRRYdusk had fallen upon tho
foothille and the beavy de4.'of a
late Âugust evening gtistened

rnong the shadows by the roadaido
when a loue horseman in scarlot coat
emerged from the baiLr a yard ut
Briggs' Landing and took hie way along
the old ncrtbern and now soldom-used
trailwhich led over the mountains into
British Columbia. The moon had not yet
risen but the prolQnged twiligbt diffused
4 sef t radiance over gray road, 'scrub
buah andhumlide and the mare appeared

tknow hier way without much guid-Isuce, stepping aleng confidently, ears
forward, lusting for adventure, oven as
her rider, the dead branches of old wind-
falla craokling under lier feet like 'whip-
lashes.

"Take any. route you pIeuse, but
jround, up those rustlffs," lhad boom the
C. O.'s instructions. "I'm tired'of comn-
plaints from Bar X ranch. Anothor bas

ijust corne in. Sight tbofr lair, if it
Itakos You all of.a month. Thon tele-
Igraph frein Hinton or Cliffedge for a

1 It was a «ticklish» errand, roquiring
nice diplomacy and the utmost caution,

ifor .lkali Sam, the leader of the mast-
lors was a cool, desperate and utterly

àrolortless man, combining rougIt bravade
and cruelty with a foxy cleyernoss, and
invariably outwitting the Mouatod Po-
lice. Obvicusly a detachmient cf the

Iforce could net bie sparod unless capture
were certain. Toc cf ton had Alkali
Sam alipped through the net beforo, and
lie was comewhat of a joke at the bar-
racks. It was with little lation thero-
fore that John Danforth received the
brief order te ride eigbty miles into the
mountains on what hoe privately consid-
ered a wild-goose chisse; yet the jour-
noy, irrespective of its purpose, beld the
spice cf adventure and Danforth yielded
te its lure.

Ho planned te cover tbe greatest pos-
Bible amount of territory during dark-
noss and cerne upon the rustlera'cone.-

itime the following day, in their meun-
tain. fastnoss. Se hoe spurred the mare
along and rode rapidly tbrough the
nigbt. The trail wound up over the
Ragged Range, tbe accent becoming nur-
rewer and more porilous with each step
but about midnigbt the cummit was
acbieved and Danforth balted on a'ridge
wbich flanked bie trail and gazed down-
ward where a tbousund foot below the
Fraser wound its tortucus wuy, thund-
oring through Red Canyon. As bc
paused rnomentarily on the odge cf the
beetling bluff, a ribbon cf cînoke, gray
and wisp-like rose in the dim moonlit
distance hanging ghost-like over the
valley. At the saine instant the cbrill
whistle from a train rent the stillness
with astounding suddenness, ochoing and
re-echoing a score of times and finully
trailing away among the confines cf the
eastern mountains. Then, piercing the
inky blackness of tle vulley below, a
meteor-like stroam cf liglit uppeared
followed by a m-inding tait cf lesser
Iighits, fickering like a myriad will-o'-
tlîe-wisps, in the gloom. Sliding noise-
lessly through tbe canyon this snake-like
apparition vanished as suddonly as it
had corne.

Danforth knew it mnust be past rnid-
night antd lie rode on now ut a foot-pace.
B3eky wîas exhuusted anid man and beast
were liiîîîry. Dismounting andi leadiîîg
the mare doýwn to a coulee wvhere a littl'e
spring gurgled iîîvitingly, Daîîforth nmade
a fire cf tWigs uîd boiled sorne coffee i
lis tin canister. In the saddle bag were
a bundle cf hay for the mare and bis
owvn cold lunch and after tItis shjort haIt
for rest and refreshnment, the first gray
streaks of the summner dawn begait to
appear over the eastern range andul])an-
forth again took itp bis journey, his e.ves
mechlaniiially seeking, out the distance
and tute reinis lying loosely on the iiai-e*s
neck.

PART IL.
The Uiffe tenýeher cf Red Ridge school-

bouse liii reiîiined overtinmo te correct
the firn-f .'s examiîîatioîs papers of
the autw:n i i-rîli and outside tIhe sniall

log building lengthening shadews were
falling sthwart tho trait. The su a sa
just dipping behind the tallest mountain
croît of the range, and the long bar of
sunlight in -which the dust-motes lately
held high carnival, faded frcm within
the achoolrocm Where Kate Marston, ber
bead bent ovor the dock, toiled late. The
cbjîdren had gene nearly two hour4 ugo,
two or three lingering on their shaggy
incuntain ponies in the hope that
"teacher" would soon be ready to ride
home with them~ Finally they toc had
departod and ncw the only living crea-
ture apparently on tItis part cf tho
mountain alope beside borseîf was ber
faithfut pony, which was tethered te a
peplar tree out the door, and which
charnped and pawed the ground with
restless fore-boof. Miles apart tc the
%vest and east and 'dcwn in the valley
lay the ranches. Red Ridge school had
been built at the meut central point of
tlîis nteuntain district and stood lonely
and picturesquely aloof in the upper
.middle distance locking down upon the
far-flung verdant valîcys of the Fraser.
Whcn tbe last paper bad been blue-pen-
ciled and the whole pile bundled inte the,
deskc, Miss Marston, glancing ut her
littie cdock, discovered that it was long
after five. With a great sigh cf relief
she leaned back and stretched her arms
over her head indulging in a bearty
yawn. It was - eldom sho remained se
late, having a four-mile gallop ahead cf
ber each eveniiog, but fear was no part
cf ber nature and the ride down the
mountain held no terrors for the Nova
Scotian girl who was equally at caseon
the sos, or in the caddIe. Gathering up
her bat and sweater-coait and locking thé
school-house door, she mounted ber
shaggy little pony and set off down the
trait towards Cliffedge, at a fairly brisk
pace. There bad been talk in tbe vilage
of night-riders and cattlc-rustlers among
the mountains. Seme, bad been seen at
intervals aIl sunimer and others re-
iuiî'ed in hiding, whule the policé! seoured
the region spasmnodicully and unsuccess-
fulli-. Theo leader cf the gang thut bad
robbed Bar X ranch had twice slippod
f rom custody during tbe yeur. He was
wanted on a score of charges and bis
dark sinister face with its long white
wclt across the left cheek (relie of an
ancient and glorious tilt with an Italian
in Vanceouver) was reproduccd on band-
bis throughout fout provinces with the
acempaniment of: 'Five thousand dol-
lars reward." But he seemed te bear a
clîarmed life.

The scent of pille and wolf-willow
filled the air, nowv delightfully cool after
tIhe day's swelter and the girl drew a
dozen invigorating breaths, hier eyes idly
following the fugitive shadowvs cf ber
own forn and the pony's as they flitted
along the stony road. TIhe valley was
soon lost te view and she hiad enitered
upon the last half of the jouriuey on the
pine-clothed slope, ý%vhen, as slIe bent to
urge the little animal ilîto a livelier pace
the dark form cf a mian loonied, up in the
road, net ten yards froîn the poay's
liead. She saw at a glance that hoe was
armed, though lie made nlo sign cf draw-
ing the revolver frons bis belt. Instead
lie wore an ingratiating sinile which sat
iII utpon bis swarthy face, with its ne-
leeted bear& Tîe little teacher was in
a quaîîdary. Tlhe very appearance of the
nian left nso doubt in lier iid as te lie-
peril and with a suffixeatiîîg lhart throb
tlîe covered hini -%vith lier" owîi e]nptv
pistol whîieh liad lain for nionilhs unîî-ed
in the saddle-holster. At first she liad
conternplatped a nîiad dash Pa'-t the fellow
but relecting iniitlv tlîat suc-h a
course wvoultt be futilie she Swerved l ail
boldly confroist cd lii iii w ith iiupi-a is(eîî
-%eapon. Ile lad advaiwxed anid seized tlie
pon-î's bridfle but now feu hback a pacît(
or two, and sNwýoi-e oîîîI.Sficliai
little faith i nthe na-î omabliIty of
the îioiy. lie asla/yv ali is 1î~lî-ge VVVI
Shiort. iflîds oslitsta lt oi- fuî an
lie niaiiitaiîietl li a aenl i-rî

ellingr but wholly il:rîit n a r-aceý
for life. The littie li ibtf < i~
m-as alinost txxc> B ille-s xxIx aiîdthere
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