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Spotting Fires From Look.-Out Stations,
,Some 'Details of How this System is Working out Satisfactorily in British Columbia

Dry Beit.

By E. H1. FINLÂYsoN, Dominion Forestry Brandi.

NOWHERE IN CANADA aretopographic and other con-
ditions so favorable to the

?Peration of a fire look-out systemn as
is the case in the dry beit of British
ColIumbia, and in that part of the
dry beit which is under Dominion
cOntrol. *the Dominion Forestry
B3ranch has gone farther in intensive
Iok..out development than has been
dOne in any other part of Canada.

The only serious difficulty met with
in the operation of these look-outs
Occurs during periods of prolonged
dry, hot weather, when lires are
flurnerous and the resulting pali of
Si'oke tends to "blind" the look-outs.

Several of these specially constructed
and equipped. look-out stations have
been installed, and within the next
Year or two it is anticipated that
COrnPlete look-out control of ail ter-
'itOrY within the dry beit wil be
available. The accompanying photo-
graph gives a very good idea as to

Grffln Mountain Look-out, B.C.

the type of building used for the
purpose, the most essential feature of
which is, from the standpoint of
visibility, the extensive use of glass
on the entire four walls of *the build-
ing. As these buildings are generally

located on exposed points, it is
necessary to have themn protected
against lightning by use of arresters.

In one of these small look-outs the
look-out mani goes to work in the
Spring of the year, and bis duty for
the entire lire season is to stay on the
job at the look-out, spotting and
locating lires. Although the imme-
diate location of lires is of importance
this information would be of only
very restricted use if it were not
possible for the look-out man to com-
municate the information rapidly to
the officers responsible for the sup-
pression operations. Consequently,
all look-outs are connected up by
telephone with the Forestry Branch
and government telephone systems,
so that at all times a look-out man is
in direct communication with other
officers of the protective staff.

Inside the look-out the main equip-
ment used, in addition to the tele-
phone, is a pair of field glasses and an
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