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well s This was, fome of i-, built 3o the Year 1733,

and was cnvered with a Tunber Parapet, which was
taken Gown as the Stone Work canki be erected.

And buing afked, if tie Coidnefs of the Ciimate

rzs not the Reaton of the Srone Work’s faling down 2

he faid, If thar had béen the Calfe, ghe Work executed
be kit (the Witnels) would have come down as well
as the roit; thar the Stone Wil el down both in
Winter and Summser; thar the NMortar fcales off n
Wirter; bu: that the Swene which is all rovgh and
hard, fiands the Winter 5 that the Orders fent by the
Company for repaiting the Forts were proper, but
the Witnefs was contradited by the chiet Faétor; nor
had he Fiands to exvcute them.

And being afked, 1€ he did not know, before he went
the Sccond time 10 Hadln's Bay, that there were not
a fufidient Number of Hands for 2 Work of this Na-
ture; and why in thaggCate be did not reprefent to
the Company the Neceflitv of fending more? he faid,
tic did not know the Natuie of his Work til: he was
got uver, that he esecured a Contraét as Mafon and
Surveyor; but it was not cxpreffed in the Contralt
what he was to do; and uade:focd he was to draw
Charts or Plans of Rivers ; and did not know of the
Orders he afierwards roceived in the Country, ror of
any Mafon’s Works to be executed: And in the firft
Letter the Witels wrote to the Company from York
Fort, Le reprelented that there were not Hands to do
the \Work; but that he found an Engincer tiere, who,
togethed with the Governor, took the Direétion out of
the Llands o0 the Witnels; that there were never more
thar Fight or Ten Men eonployed befides the Witnefs,
and fometimes only ‘Tv.o or Three; that the Founda.
ton of the Fort was laid before the Witnefs went over;
aad thac he buik therean Fight Yoct from the Ground;
that in the Abfence of the Witnefs the Works were raifed
on wkat he had already built; which Superitrufture he
was afterwards obliged to pulldown and repair.

And bring afked, If tl:e bad State of the Funs was
to be afcribed to the Want of proprr Diretion. from
the Company, or want of Hands? he faid, Tte taalt
was in the chief Fattor, who coentradiGted the Witnefs
in every Poing; but in cafe he had not, there were not
Hands fufficient to do the Bufinefs.

Being afked as to the Number of Britith Subiels in
the Conspany’s Settlements ; he faid, The firlt Year he
was at Zork Fort there were 36 Perfons there; and at
Chuickiil 44 or 45; that he never fuw any Britify Sub-
Je&s there, cxcept the Company’s Scrvants, nor any
other LFuropeans whetfoever; nor did he ever hear of
any People defirous to fix there, or that the Company
had ever offcred Encouragement to Britifb Subjects to
izile there:  That the Wimels underftands a lide of
the Inlian Larguage ; and by what he has been able
to coll=& from the Natives, they are about Three
Weeks in coming down fiom their Country to the
Yorts, whizh they explain by faying, they fleep {o often
in their Journey, which the Wirmefs apprehends to
mean, that they are {0 many Days in coming down;
but he has heard of the Indians coming down one con-
tinued Journey for Two Mornthis: That the Company
never fent up any People into the Country to trade with
the Natives, thosgh the Indians would gladly entertain
themy; and heve frequendy afked, Why the Englifh
would not go up as well as the Frouch ?

That the prefent Method of carrying on Trade is,
for the Indians to bring down their Goods to the Fort,
and deliver them through a Window or Hole; apd the

Goods brought down are Beaver Skins, Martens, Foxes,

Furs, Pelis, and Feathers : That he has heard of Picces
of Ore waken out of a Mine, and fent home to the,
Company as a Curiofity ; but no People were fent to
work thofe Mines: That the Country is well wooded
up Neljzw's River with Fir-trees; but the Witnefs faw
r.o Cedar nor Oak: That he doss not know of any Tar
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or Fitch made there; 'but has fecn a fmall Quantiry of
\Whalebone, he “thinks abort Two or Three hundred
Weight, breught from Fudfen’s Streights, and fome Oil
frem Efkimaus.

That he is of Opinion, Oil and Copper might be
brought from thence, having feen Copper reund the
Indians Necks and Arms; that he bas feen about a
Pound and Half, or Two Pounds, of Copper Ore, which
he underftocd from the Natives they biought froma
great Diftance, but can’t fay how fr; and he has like-
wife feen Ore, which he imagined to Ge tron or Tin Ore:
That there are great Numbers of white Whales and Szels,
ard the Witnefs has allo ften biack Whales, but not
direCily in Hudfen's Bay, but in the Streights; and that
Oil might be made from the Whales, Secls, and White
Bears; that he can’t recclleét any other Commiodities,
except fome fhining Stones, of the Value of which he is
ro Judoe; that he has heard the Ore has been {ent cver
to be tried, but does not krow how it proved.

That the Fir-trees about Churchill River are about
Thirty Foot high; but there are very tall Trees upon
Nelfon’s River which may be floated cown; that he has
feen fmall Birch-trees up inthe Country 3 and the Canoes
coming down Nelow’s River, which runs South Welt,
are made of Birch-bark.

He further faid, He was acquainted with the Com-
pany’s Standard ef Trade; that the Method is, to ap-
point Two Traders, and no other of the Compary’s
Servants are admitted to 1rade: That he thinks the
Company take Fifteen Beavers for a Gun; and in his
Opinion, if the Standard of Trade was more advan-
tageous to the Indians, a greater Quantity of Furs and
Pcts would be brought: That he has never fegn
any of the Fremsn, but has feen Indians who have
faid, they raded with the Freach; and has feen Gocds'
carricd in Canoes to the French, as the Indians told
him: Tlat the Indians bring down Beavers, and that
he dJdoes not appredend any of the Produce cof the
Couniry 1s icld by Faftors to the Fremch; but he
thirks, that the Beavers which are breught down to the
Com; any, are refuled by the French, from their being a
heavy Coninedity 5 for the Natives who come to trade
with the Company, difpefe of their finall valuable Furs
to the Hieick, and bring dows, their heavy Goods to the
Company, in Summer when the Rivers are open, which
they {c!l, and fupply the French with European Goeds,
purchafcd from the Company.

And being afked, 1f there were not great Falls on
the Rivers ¢ he faid, He met with no Obftrudion in
going up 40 or 50 Miles, only the Swream and Tide s
and that the Jodians could row all the Wey he wenz;
that he failled up ajl the Fails very eafily, though they
were called great Falls: That the Indians come to
Churchbill River in July, and fiay T'hree Weceks, or a
Month ; that fome few come dfter Chrisas, when they
come down upon the Ice, and carry hume Powder and
Shos in Exchange for Furs; that he never knew any
Goods returned on the Indians [lands; and he has
heard the chief Fafor fay, That if the Indians bring
down a Quantity of Goods infufficient to purchafe Ne-
ceffaries for theéir Sublfiltence, the Company will {if
they know them). truft them with Goods, which the
Witnefs looks upon as an Encouragement: That there
are generally Six or Eight Indians fuy about the Fore
all the Year round, who, when they can’t get Provi-
fions, are allowed half 2 Pint of Oatmeal a Day.

And being ajked, If Le ever heard the Indians com-
plain of not having a fufficient Price for their Goads ?
he faid, He was not admisted totatk with them, ex-
cept in the Fort, the Company’s Servants being forbid
to converfe with the Indians privately ; but he has
heard fome Indians, who fpeak Engli/s, frequently com-
plain of their not having Viftuals or Wages enough;
but thofe Indians never converfe with the Fremeh, nor
go far from the Forts. ‘
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