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that lie warm and lamiliar under a native sky ; ta travel among strange
races and hear strange tangues, confuses, perplexes, and paralyses; the
world is taa vast for thein. Lufe has expanded so immeasurably an al
Bides that only thc strongest spirits can salely give themselves up ta it.
0f these sovercign natures it is Browning's chiel distinction that lie is oe;
that lie asserts and suistains the mastery ai lis soul over ail knowledge ;
that instead of being' overwlelmed by thc vastness ai modemn lufe he
rejaices in it as the swimmer rejaices when lie feels thc lathomless sea
buoyant to lis stroke and floats secure with the abysses beneath and the
intinity ai space overhead. No better service certainly can the greatest
niînd render humanity to-day than just this calm reassurance of its
sovcreignty in a universe whase égrowing immensity makes its apparent
insignificance sa painfully evident; rio prophet cauld bring ta us a message
sa charged with consolation as this. la sec ciearly and love intenseiy
whatever was just and noble and ideal iii the past, ta understand the
inevitable changes that have came over the thoughts and lîves of men, to
discern a unity af movement through them aIl, ta find a deepening ai soul
in art and lufe, to bear knowledge and know that it is subordinate ta char-
acter, ta look the darkest facts in the face and discern purpose and lave in
them, ta hold the note ai triumph and hope amid the discordant cries of
terror and perplexity and despair,-this is what Browning has donc and is
daing; and for this service, no matter what we think af his art, those who
arc wise enaugh ta know what such a service involves will nat withlold
the sincerest recognition. -Evtrat--Iamillou Wright Mabie, in the Andover
Review.

ART NVOTES.

THE faurth and last notice ai this year's Rayal Academy refers in detail ta
the portraiture, which is characterised by its unexpectedness, sa ta speak,
by which it is meant that, withi perlaps the exception ai thc works ai Mr.
Frank Hall, the best portraits are hardly by the artists who are usually
mast distinguishcd in this branch ai art. Mr. Watts, for instance, is not
represented at ail; Sir John Millais is perlaps less successful than hie lias
ever been in his portraits ai mcn with thc likeniesses oi Lord Rosebery
and the Marquis af llartington ; Mr. Poynter is eatirely unrepresented ;
Mr. Richmond (whom rumour points out as the ncxt Associate) has only
twa contributions, ai which anc is oniy nomiaally a portrait; and despite
thc fact that Mr. Frank Hall has been cxtremely successful in lis presen-
tatian portrait ai %Ir. W. S. Gilbert, and Mir. Onless, in his portrait ai
Lord John Manners, the honours of the exhibition flu chiefly ta thc works
ai twa Frenchmn-M. Fantin and M. CJarolus Durau ; and in a lesser
degree ta twa young painters-Mr. J. Sargent and Mir. J. J. Shannon.
Mr. Sargeat's work, described in these columns saine time siace, depicting
a garden scelle with childreti lighting Chinese lanterna, has been purchascd
for the Chaatrey Fuad by the Royal Academy.

LONDON society has already been sa tond interested in thecIl Wild
Westerns," as it las been iacetiotisly called, and in the industrial products
ai Amnerica, that the numeraus exhibits would hardly have been a thor-
oughly representative collection without works showing what modemn
artiats arc doing on thia side ai the Atlantic. There are, accordingly, hall
a dozen galleries established in England's metropalis devotcd ta pictures
painted in thc great Republic. An inspection ai these works records
the fact that Amnerica is comparatively a young country, a land ai splendid
pramise, if ai as yet not wholly developed pawers. The picturca at the
American Exhibition, perlaps, do not illustrate thc perfection ai the
technique ai art, but tihey very iully demonstrate serious study, imagina-
tion, and a high purpase. Perhaps thc mast remarkable work in the
collection in the department ai landscape painting is "lA Stormo in the
Racky Mountains," by Albert Bierstadt, of New York. Other fine pictures
by thc saine hand arc IlSentinel Rock, ai ter a Snow Storm, Yosemite

Valley," and a very large canvas of II Jashiagtonia (iigantes, or Great

Trees ai Calilornia, Mariposa Valley," a painting, whicl, froni its ridli
artistic qualities, excited mach attention whea it was cxhibited at the
Royal Academy in 1874. Thc women artists of America are admirabiy
rcpresented in thc collection, Miss Emily J. Lakey exhibiting an exceed-
ingly able landacape and animal subject combined in " The Leader and
Herd," a bull with group ai cows againat a dark background, Ilwhich
would lose nothing by cotaparisan with works by thc eminent Frenchi

artiat, Basa Bonheur, whom its best qualities recail." The portraiture
tao is spoken ai as being highly creditable ta American art. Mention

should nat be amittcd in this general survey ai a fineiy conceived and
well-lighted design by George lunes, IlPine Grave ai thc Barberini Villa,
Albano, Italy," whicl is as valuable from the subject depicted, as it

is as a work ai art; nar ai "lMoonrise, Antwerp Dock," by D. Jerome

Elwell, a capital night cffect-tlie wcli known Belgian dock crowded with

shippiiig.

Tas Speciator, in a recent rcview ai Sir W. Batler's book, "lThe Cam-

paiga ai thc Cataracts," speaks thus favourably ai Lady Butler's (Miss

Elizabeth TIOompBoi's) illustrations, ai which wc made saine slight men-

tion before their publication: "lThere is no question ai the force, the

vividness, ai the painting ai the scenes by the penman. Their effect is

incalculably înteasified by the skill with which Lady Butlcr's pencil las

brouglit themn before us in the admirable illustrations and tasteful vignettes
with which thc book is througlaut richly furnished. SIc lias been able ta

sketch an the Nule itself thc solid background ai most ai the pictures, and

few ai aur artiste are more trained than aIe in exercising imagination on tIe

stirring acenes ai war, wîere that ' shaping spirit' cau alane lie lier guide

ini giving ta the realisatian ai lier husband's lively reminiscencea the aid of

lier awn art."

PAINTERS of the younger Spanish school are mnaking themseives known
in New York by degrees. Almiost ail the large picture dealers show fromn
time to time examples af work by the young, Spaniards settled at Rome,
Paris, or their native land. They seem like saplings af the Fortuny stock,
especially in the matter of colaur and luiminosity of atmospheric effect.
Very interesting was the modest group of smadl canvases by young Spanish
painters recently shown at Wunderlich's Gallery, New York. Most of
them were the work of Saeior J. H. Beulsusan, who is now living in that
city. Water colours and oiîs were equally good. Sefior Clement exhib-
ited also a large sunlight study of a Soville b ilcony. It was painted in a
crisp and brilliant way, was strong iii calour and very decorative. Saine
clever impressionistic studies by Jardines Sanchez, and an oul figure by J.

Marillo completed this clever collection.

THE Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Montreal intends ta
mark its twenty-fifth anniversary next December by an Exhibition of
ilistorical Portraits at the Art (4alery, Miontreal, with the co5peration of
the Art Association. The French famnilies have 8o far, on informai enl-
quiry among them, offered about a hundred, and a very much larger number
is expected ta select from when regultr application is begun. The Society
would therefore like particularly ta see the Eiiglish now corne out, and are
making efforts ta have societies and faniilies do so. Very aid portraits,
abjects of historical interest, and portraits af historical persariages (this
phrase being liberally interpreted), especially in ails, are desired; and

cvery one is requested ta forward information that might passîbly lead ta
this end. The Antiquarian Society, P.O., Montreal, should be addressed.

ONE of the prettiest Jubilee Festivals in London, which did nat how-
over take place until July, the details auly lately reaching us, was the
"Maske of Flowers," arranged by the Benchers of Gray's Inn at their

antique hall. It was on the iwelfth Night, 1613, that thc first and only
public performance ai the Il Maske ai Flowers " previous ta the present
revival, was held in the Banqueting flouse ai Whitehall, where it was pre-
sented before James I. and his Court, by the gentlemen ai Gray's Inn.
Anything in the way of plat the masque can hardly be said ta have, for

the simple reason that it is a masque and not a play. A thing af quaint

music, active dance and graceful spectacle, shot with a thin vein of poetic
fangy, that was aIl that could be looked for in a IlMaske ai Flowers."l The
fancy in question cansists in bringing upon the stage representatives of the
two seasons, Winter and Spring, or as the author prefers ta cal1 thefli
Invierno and Primavera, who have it iii comrnand lroni their master, the
Sun, ta devise sports apprapriate ta their respective characters. The per-
formance at Gray's Inn was hanaured by the presence af several members
of the Royal Family, and numnbers af ather distinguished guests. The
Master ai the Revels (Mir. Arthur à Bubrett) delivered a brief prologue,
and then immediately aïsuined the rôle af Invierno, supported by Lady

Cadogan as Primavera, who was in lier turn attcrîded by a charming bevY
of goddesses and other fair ladies, ail robed in the height af Jacabean
fashian. Sangs alternated with dances in the second scene, now stately and

pampous, naw quick and lively, but ail executed with exquisite grace. The

Morisco periarmed by eight inasquers (the meri turned into flowers) was a
truly marvellous exhibition; but the most picturesque part of the prettl
play was the dancing ai the parting ineasure, iii which the lithe foris 0'
,naskers and gaddesses ail seeined ta merge into one mass of creamy waves
covered with fiowers and working with rhythmical motions. The maskerB
were recruitcd fromn the ranks of the Bar Musical Society' ail af whoni
were costumed in Elizabethan doublet and hase or ruif and frthingale,
after designs by the Hon. Louis Wingfield. la the skiliul reproductia»
ai thc sixteenth century figures, the quaint Morisc o, the swaggerîng
Pavane, the romping Galliard and other coutrasted measures-_the masquerO
lad been admirably drilled by Mr. John d'Aubac, who it was understaad,
vauched for the complete accuracy af the varions figures on the authoritY
of contemparary documents. The music of the masque was rendered by a

amall orchestra which included a genuine harpsichord. Ten days aiter the
first performance the IlMaske af Flowers " was repeated at thePrneO
Wse heare , by Mr. o y Horacpiegorlan t he oriinalcat ai lapdies o 'a
Wles eate in aiMory' Horapîtal. T ndhe oriinalt oladieprodctiale'a

men appearcd on the boards ai this popular theatre.angetî
Mas. LANGTRY returned ta New York in the end of July fromn ber

naturalisation and trip ta the Pacific Slope. She is annaunced ta appeart
at the FiftI Avenue Theatre on September 18 in IlCfeopatra."

WITH regard ta Mr. Manstield's p]ay ai IlMonsieur," latcly e d
at the Madison Square Theatre, the tale is a domestic sketch fu

an the aid story ai a girl's lave for and marriage with a mnai Wvho

surrounded the young couple during a temporary dcu intanculwti e t

Mr. Mansfield las handled his material in an original way, and 485 P e
into it mauch which his awn experiences in Bohemia have daubtîe0
taught him. There are many tender thoughts in "lMonsieur " which aften

bring tears between the lines of comedy. In the cast, the authar and~
actar is exceedingly clever as "lJaclot," at tiînes delightfully droîl, and at

ather times almast painiully pathetic. Mr. John Parry makes a ditincto
success as Charles M. Vernon ; le is the realisation af DuMare
sketches, and le acts in an easy lionest way.

on the 6th prax., and elaborate preparations are being made to a'

occasion. In addition to a souvenir, before the beauty and value ai w11101
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