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' NEWS OF TRE WEEK.

Tug Persia brings dates to the 5th inst. From-
" the Continent of Europe there is little of iater-
~ esttoreport. All was quiet in the political

world ; the long talked of interview betwixt the

Emperors of France and Russia was _expected

to take place at Stuttgardt on the 27th inst.

No important change in the posture of affairs
in India is reported. The insurgents still hold
position of Delhi, but have been repulsed at Agra
and Cawnpore ; and it is hoped that our troops
-will be able to maintain their position until the
arrival of the great reinforcements now on their
way to the East, will authorise them to’ resume
the offensive. As these reinforcements cannot,
however, be expected to arrive in any consider-
able numbers before tbe month of November,
the British troops now in India will for a long
time find themselresin a very critical situation, in
many respects simlar to that of the army before
Sebastopol during the dreary twinter of 1854.
Tn Delhi itself there are collected from 15,000
to 20,000 revolted Sepoys, well supplied with
arms and amunition, and baving in their posses-
sion guns of a calibre far superior to any that, as
yet, we can oppose to thero.  Upon the whole, it
is estimated that the insurgent force in Cen-
tral India amounts to about 80,000 men, actually
ip arns against us.

To keep in check this formidable mnass of op-
porents, flushed with temporary success, and sti-
mulated to fury by the knowledge that for them
tbere remzin no hopes of pardon from the Brit-
ish Government, after the brutal outrages of
which they have heen guilty, we have scarce
more than 10,000 men upon whom we can rely
at the present moment; the armies of the Ma-
dras and Bombay Presidencies, not being at pres-
ent available for service in Bengal, and being
fully occupied in maintaining order in their re-
spective districts. When however the reinforce-
ments now on their way shall have arrived, the
European troops will muster about 70,000 men ;
a force amply sufficient to inflict summary ven-
geance on the rebellious Sepoys, and to restore
that prestige which late events bave greatly sha-
ken. The great difficulty of course will be for
ibe bandful of men at present engaged with the
enemy to hold their position until relieved ; and
this difiiculty is enhanced by the nature of the
climate, and its deleterious influences upon the
European constitution. ¢ Already,” says a let-
ter from an Engineer officer before Delhi, dated
the 12th of July last, “ cholera is in the camp ;”
and there are but too many reasons to fear that
tbis awiul disease may prove a more formidable
enemy than the Sepoys, or the treacherous Nena
Sahib.

There is in short ne disguising the fact, that
India has to be reconquered, and the work of
Clive to be done over again. Judging from the
tone of the public press, the people of Great
Britain seem fully equal to the emergency, and
determined at all hazards, and at any price, to
avenge their outraged countrywomen. Delbi,
says the Times, should be razed to the ground ;
not one stone should be’ left upon another, and
its place must be made like unto that of Sodom
and Gomorrah. So strong and so general is the
feeling of indignation at the horrid barbarities
inflicted upon delicate women and innocent chil-
dren, that for-the time the leaders of the ¢ peace
party” are mute, and dare not give utterance to
their habitual maudlin cant ; whilst on the Con-
tinent the sympathies of all classes are warmly
expressed for the victims of Asiatic brutality.
Powerful appeals, advocating a general subscrip-
tion for the relief of the sufferers by the Indian
insurrection, bave appeared in the French jour-
nals, and a confident hope is expressed that the
list will be headed by the names of the most
illustrious personages in the Empire.

THE PROTESTANT ADULTERY BILL.
" TuE “ Divorce, or License-to-Commit-Adultery
" Bill,” haviug now become the law of the land in
Eangland, and as it is most probable that, ere
long, its provisions.will be extended to all parts
-of the British dominions—Canada among the rest

—it is well that our readers should be acquaint- |.

" ed with the leading features of “this ihfamous

measure, which is destined to effect an important
-social revolution in the Empire.

Marriage has hitherto been treated, in theory

- at least, in England as the indissoluble union of

one man with one woman: now for the first time

. since the con version of its people to Christianity,

14 Court of Marriage and Divorce ;”

‘thé fandamental principle of .the Bill'is essentially

}anti-Christian, and'thoroughly Protestant.’ Tt le-
.. galises adultery, holds out inducements to- vice,
-{'and gives free scope to the indulgence- of 'sexual

impurity, .
" The machinery instituted by the. Bill for se-
curing these ends consists of anew Court,” the
with a judge
to whom an annual salary of. £5,000 is secured.
This Court is empowered to grant divorce, a
vinculo mmatrimonis, to the male applicant, upon:
proof of the infidelity of the female with Whom
he had previously cohabited ; and to the female,
upon proof being adduced before it of the infi-
delity of the male, accompanied with incest, cer-
tain abominable crimes, or desertion. " The males
and females thus put asunder are at liberty to con-
tract fresh sexual unions; but the clergy of the
‘Ghurch of England—who, as gentlemen still re-

| taining some shreds and patches of Catholic

‘Christianity, feel a natural repugnance to cele-
brate such impure unions with a blasphemous
mockery of God’s koly name—are not compelled
to read over ther the marriage service appointed
by Act of Parliament to be used on sueh occa-
sions. At the same time, any parochial clergy-
man who refuses to lend himself to the dirty work
of celebrating concubinage with religious ceremo-
nies, is bound to allow any other clergyman, with
a tougher conscience and a stronger stomach, to
do the job in bis place, and to have the use of
the parish church for that purpose.  This clause-
was introduced as a concession to the demands
of a large and influential body of the Anglican
clergy—of whom, to their credit be it said, seve-
ral thousands protested against being compelled
to re-marry divorced persons,and thereby to give
their sanction to polygamy and adultery. The
Bishop of Oxford, one of the few Prelates of
the Government church who has had the courage
to stand up for the sanctity of Christian mar-
riage, and the perpetual obligation of Christ’s
laws, is not satisfied with this concession to the
conscientious scruples of bis clerical brethren;
and from his place in the House of Lords ex-
pressed himself as follows :—

“ He had that very night received & letter from =2
clergyman holding an imporiant pesition ir this dio-
cese, in which he said it had been asserted in the
House of Commons ihat the clergy were satisfied
with the so-called compromise of " the Attorney-Ge-
neral, by which the control of the church and the
service celebrated therein, were in effect taken out of
the hands of the incumbeéni; and by which adulter-
ers were to be enabled to hire any clezgyman of the
diocese to do that for them, which the incumbent of
the parish refused to do; that be bad the charge of
& parish containing 50,000 souls, and that no earthly
consideration would ever induce him to open his
church to be desecrated by the celebratior of the
marriage service in such circumstances; that the
clergymen of the two parishes adjoining hishad made
a’'similar declaration, and he added that no time had
been given to enable the clergy to make their senti-
ments known on thesubject.  (Hear,hear.) Hehad
an opportunity of making known their views upon
this question, (Hear, hear.) He would rather that
no immunity was given to the clergy than that these
two clauses should stand as they now did.  (Hear.)
He implored their Jordships to strike out the immu-
nity to the clergy sltogetber, and leave them to act
as their conséiences would make them .aci, rather
than give effect to 2 measure which would orly in-

roduce confusion and mischief. (Hear, hear.) He
asked them to leave the marriage of divorced parties
to be performed merely asa civil contract, which they
had declared wasas honorable asmarriage in church,
and strike out the whole of that clause -which pro-
fesaed to confer & hoon upon the clergy. (Hear, hear.)
He bLegged their lordships to understand that it

advantage of this proposed amendment to go into
the churches of their reluctant brethren. It was the
wretched skulking man, the shame and reproach of
the ministry, living away from his awn parish aund
not daring to show hie face where he was known,
who would come into a brother’s parishk to sow dis-
cord among those who till then had lived in peace
and harmony. (Hear, hear.) It was to give this
license to 2rny man whom the lowest sense of decency
would not prevent from clutching the paltry fee
which would fall to him, that tbey proposed to do
away with all that was held sacred in reference to
the solemnization of the marriage rite. (Hear, hear,)
They would observe that the clause did not affect the
bishop; and he avowed before their lordships that if
he knew of one of these hired interlopers coming in the
way ke wes kere permitted to do, io enter a churck, he
would wmect kia at the door with an inhibilion and sus-
pend Afm from Risoffice. (Cheera.) There wasnothing
in the clause to prevent him so doing., (Hear, hear.}
Most earnestly did he beseech their lordships not te
consent to this amendment ; but if the votes of those
who had heard the arguments were fo be overborne
by the contents of the proxybock, then Parliament
would have created a new source of discord among
the clergy of the eatablished church."

Litile reliance can of course be placed upon
these bold threats; nor is there any reason to
doubt that, as they have done before, so will the
great majority of the Bishops and clergy of the
Church of England do now ; and submit patiently
to any indignity that the State may please to put
upon them. Upon fifty previous oceasions—as
during the Gorham controversy for instance—
they were just, about, going, to do some great
thing, till the critical moment arrived ; and then,
invariably, they found some convenient excuse
for abandoning their principles, and retaining
their preferments. So no doubt will it be in the
case of their being called upon to pronounce
God’s blessing upon adultery and fornication.

The consequences of the pernicious measure,
whose details we have given will be imost fatal ;
and, as in all other countries where polygamy, or’
divoree, is tolerated, will produce a general con-

tempt for chastity and the obligations of mar-

riage. Under its operalion, the men will swap

their wives with one another, and the wives their

would not be the respectable clergy who would take |-

HdsBahdshwith as hktle dhbulty; abd 24 andon-
érnedly, asif, they Fiers, horses, or horned " cat:
tle. .Mr..and.Mrs.. Smith, . for , instance, next
door neighbors of Mr.-and Mrs. Jones, would be
glad to make a mutual exchange of partners.—
All that,under these circumstances; would bave
1o be done, would. be for Mrs. Jones to -commit -
adultery with Mr. Smith, and for Mr. Smith to
be guilty of the same crime with Mrs, Jones.—
Mr. Jones and Mr. Smith would: then- apply
to the newly erected Divorce Court for relief
a vinculo matrimonit ; and for a few shil-
lings an accommodating clergyman of the Church
of England would undertake to pronounce the
blessing of God upon the union of Mrs. Smith
with Mr. Jones, and of Mr. Jones with Mrs.
Smith.- In fact, there is nothing improbable in the
hypothesis, that under the operation of the new
Law, swapping wives will become a regular bu-
siness, furnishing steady and lucrative occupation
to a numerous body of marriage brokers, und
go-betweens of both sexes. '

It has been objected, that the machinery of
the Bill is somewhat cumbrous; especially in
that it requires the perpetration of one act of
adultery, or incest, before it sanctions another.
‘There 15 a good deal of force in the objection;
and we see that the Toronto Colonist, in antici-
pation of the passing of a Canadian Divorce
Bill, condemns the above mentioned proviso as a
blemish upon a measure ¢ good in 1ts principle,”
though possibly defective in some of its details.
Qur cotemporary would seeir. to recommend that
persons anxious for a change of partners, should
be allowed to indulge such a natural propensity,
without being compelled to go through the some-
what tedious formalities of a previous adultery,
whether with, or without incest, &c. At present,
the law insists upon a mtnémum of immorality
on the part of either the male or female as
the condition of relief from an uapleasant mar-
riage—* which results,” as the Colonist observes,
“in making people immoral, in order” to qualify
themselves for the relief which they demand;
and this our cotemporary contends “is a very
pernicious application of an Act of Parliament.”

The Canadian Divorce Bill which already we
see looming in the future, and to which—judging
from their antecedents—very few, if any, of our
Catholic legislators, or office-holders, will oppose
any very serious obstacles—will, no doubt, be s0
drawn up as to avoid this defect of the English
Bill.

CAUSES OF THE MUTINY IN INDIA,

That this mutiny has not been caused by any
il treatment of the mutineers, on the part of the
Gavernment, is certain, as the soldiers of the re-
volted regiments were ‘the petted and spoiled
children of the service. That the insurrection
is not, as yet, a national movement, is evident
from the fact that it originated with the soldiers,
and has been hitherto confined to them; the mass
of the non-military population taking no part in
it whatsoever. It would seem indeed that the
Mabommedans, who are as much aliens in India
as are the Christians, are the chief actors in the
horrid atrocities perpetrated upon the latter § and
that the mutiny, if successful, would but have
the effect of giving the Hindoos a change of
masters. It is therefore, as yet, impossible to
assign any satisfactory reason for the sudden re-
volt of the Bengal army.

‘We have seen indeed mauy theories started ;
but the only one which seems to have any pro-
bability about it, is that which attributes it to the
Mi-judged -efforts of the evangelical missionaries,
and the consequent apprebensions of the troops
that the Government eatertained the design of
converting them fercibly to Christianity. That
this was one cause of the mutiny is now gene-
rally admitted by all persons acquainted with the
history of recent events in the Indian Peninsula.
Thus a correspondent of the London Times,
writing over the signature of ¢ Punjabee,” says:

i*The real causes of the matiny of the Bengal
army are undoubtedly these :—

¢3. The missionaries who have been allowed to
run over the country, giving the higher caste natives
an idea that we want to make them Christians, by
fair means or foul. A low caste nalive willbe sz
Christian for 53 with the greatest pleasure; a high
caste man, of course, will not at any price So
much for the. good these people do; for the evil
they have done, let the present state of things and
the murders of bundreds of real Christians bear wit-
ness to. There are also, I am sorry to say, mission-
aries in red coats in India, as witness the exposure

of Colonel Wheeler. Who can wonder at his regi-
ment having been one of the first to mutiny ?”

Very similar is the testimony given by a high
Catholic authority—His Lordship the Bishop of
Almira, Vicar Apostolic of Thibet and Hindos-
tan. This illustrious Prelate, at a late public

meeting, spoke as follows :—

“ You might ask me why this great revolution in
those parts of India where I have been so long? It
is 2 Yong siory, and it would notbe agreeabls or pro-
fitable in the telling. One thing I may mention-~if
our Government were Catholic, I would promise that,
witlin tweniy years, India would be wholly Chrie-
tian (hear, hear). But it is impossible with Protest-
antism. The preaching in the streets brings Chris-
tianity into contempt. I bavetold this to the minis-
ters themselves, and I warned them to dismiss such
obnoxious practices. They bave what are called
' catechiste” who in the morning preach the law of
our Saviour, and who in the evening get drunk in
ihe same places (hear, hear.) T advised them to be
more careful of the Word of God. - They give away
Bibles end Testaments. 1 was once at home, and
there came to me somebody they called a Methodist,
or something like that (laughter.) He came to ask
my permission to distribute tracts. I asked him if

there was anything in them agninst- the Catholic

.

‘dhﬁm,ﬁnd f;: s’aiéf' 3;’6’ ’11‘ {hen*abiked him to band
me the books, and there was nothing. Now, in that

|’small +village 'he .Qistributed six or soven hundred
books'of. different deacriptions ; only about fourteen"

or fifteen in the whole place could read, - I' asked a
servant of: mine,  an intelligent man, to explain the
matter. :* Ah7 gaid “he; “they take -the books and
sell them for. ‘waste paper; and-they are very glad.
At home here you read-reports that so many- baoks
‘are given to the natives, -and that the natives -are
very anxious. Certainly -they are—to get some
mopney. They tell you, too, that the books are read,
and that conversions take place, but they deceive the
people of England in' telling them such stories.—
They are all, a3 my servant snid to me, ¢ great lies,'”

And again, as if in confirmation of this theory
a proclamation issued by the rebel chiefs at Del-
hi, and addressed # to all Hindoos and Mussul-
mans,” commences its enumeration of grievances
by a declaration that it is a notorious faet that
the ¢ English bave entertained the evil de-
signs—first to destroy the religion of the whole
Hindostani army—and then to make the people
Christians by compulsion.” Such testimony, com-
ing from so many quarters, would seem to indi-
cate that there is some modicum of truth in the
statement that, to religious excitement may in
some measure be attributed the mutinous spirit
of the native army. .
Yet, after making every possible allowance for
the effects of proselytism upon the minds of the
pative troops, it is not easy to account for the
fiendish rancor with which they seem animated
against not only their officers, but every Euro-
pean. 'L'be atrocities recounted in the columns
of the press have no paraliel in modern history ;
and even the cruelties of the Orangemen of *98
have been surpassed by the deliberate wanton
brutality of the Bengal Sepoys.

THAT there should Aot be the semblance cven,
of any connection between the Church and the
State, is a principle which, bowever repugnant to
Christianity, is embodied in our Canadian Statute
Book, and openly proclaimed as a self-evident
truth by our Canadian statesmen.

That the observance of the first day of the
week in particular, as a day of total abstinence
from servile work,is a purely ecclesiastical ar-
rangement, is universally admitted by all Chris-
tians. No one pretends that it can be proved
from Scripture that Christ Himself a2ppointed the
observance of that particular day as a day of
rest ; neither will any sane person venture to as-
sert that reason teaches us to devote that parti-
cular day in an especial manner to the worship
and service of God. There is in fact no autho-
rity, save that of the Church, that can be cited
as a reason lor Sunday ohservances, or the sanc-
tification of the first day of the week.

But o State which has not “ cven the sem-
blance of any connection with the Church,”
cannot consistently take cognisance of the lat-
ter’s authority, or impose civil penalties for the
breach of ecclesiastical discipline. Sucha State,

religious, observances, cannot appeal to the
Church; but must assert ifs owa autonomy in
the religious order, its independent jurisdiction in
matters spiritual, and its right, and consequently
its competency, to settle the faith and to pre-
scribe the religious duties of all its subjects.

As an appropriate commentary upon these
self-evident propositions, we subjoin the follow-
ing report of a case lately adjudicated in Upper
Canada, and reported in the Galt Reformer of
the 25th ult :—

% The Sabbath desecration case to which we have
previously alluded, was tried at New Hope on Wed-
nesday lest.  The magistrates sitting upon ke case
were James Cawan, James Phinn, and George Cle-
mens, Esquires, Waterloo; Morris C. Lutz, Beq,,
Galt; snd Isaac Dachapan, Esq, Dumfries. The
information charged Jacob Hespeler, Esq., of Pres-
ton, witl'raking and drawing in his hay on the Sab-
bath, having about twenty men eagaged in the fields
for that purpose. :

¢ )Mr, Hespeler eppeared, bat did not pretend to
deny the charge. He pleaded, in justification, that
the Iaw allowed the performance of labor on tke
Lord's Day when a work of necessity, and claimed
that in hauling in his bay he wasengaged in a work
of that kind. This plea was not considered valid by
the magistrates, who inflicted a fne of £10 and
costs, Mr. Hespeler insisted that he had not broken
the law, and intends, we learn, to appeal from the
decision of the magistrates at the next County
Gourt.”

The facts of the case are these. Owing te
the long continued beavy rains, Mr. Hespeler had
been obliged to leave his crops out in the field,
to their great injury. On Friday and Saturday,
fine weather set in, which enabled him to dry his
hay ; but as on Sunday there was again appear-
ance of rain, and as his crops would bave been
destroyed if again exposed to the weather, Mr.
Hespeler availed himself of the favorable, but
solitary opportunity that presented itself on
Sunday, to draw in and save his hay. For so
doing, he has been heavily fined ; but, as he has
appealed against the decision of the New Hope
Dogberrys, there is still reason to hope that the
iniquitous judgment may be reversed.

But by what right does the civil magistrate, in
a’ State which has not even the semblance of any
connection with the Christian Church, and which
therefore cannot arrogate to ifself the title of
Christian, pretend to punish the infraction of a
purely ecclesiastical law I—what is the meaning
of the words *civil and religious liberty” in a

| country where such tyranny is patiently put up

with 2—and where is the interference of the eivil
magistrate with the religious observances of the
citizen to cease?

if it legislate at all upon Sunday, or any other |-

With as much of right, and with as good show

of. reason, might the ivil. magistrate .pretend to
prohibit.all Jabor on Tuesdays—to compel attend.
‘ance ‘Gipon the ministrations of the convénticle—
or to enforce. the profession of the  five.points”
of Calvinism—as ‘thus, of his mere authority,
proprio motu, impose fines and-penalties for the
neglect of Sunday observances. For instance—
though we know not to what denomination Mr.
Hespeler belongs—it is not impossible that he is
a Seventh Day Baptist; a sect which observes
Saturday, or the Sabbath day—Dies Sabbati—
instead of Sunday, or the Lord’s Day, as the
day of rest. Now, we contend that, as the mo-
ral or natural law is silent upon the subject, and
as the State, unconnected with the Church, can-
not be in any sense entitled to our respect as an
expounder of revelation, every man has the right,
as against the State, to choose for himself what
day to observe as his Sabbath day ; and that he
is responsible to no man for the manner in which
he exercises that choice, so long as he does so in
such 2 manner as not to infringe upon the equal
rights of his neighbors. We deny, in short, to
the State, or civil magistrate, all spiritual juris-
diction whatsoever ; and while we assert his duty
to enforce the moral law, we will never acknow-
ledge his right to legislate for us in the‘spiritunl »
or religious order.

Tue BisLe witHouT NoTE orR CoMMENT.
—We clip the following paragraph from the
Churchman (Protestant) :—

“ Certain American missionaries in the Sandwich
Islznds, we observe, have been preseniing the King:
with & beautifo) Bible from the American Bible So-
ciety, in accepting which His Majesty is reported to
have made an exceedingly appropriate and expres-.
sive reply. This would be s very gratifying circum.
stance, had we any assurance that there went along
with it, or would accompany it in its use, any such
note and comment as ihat Catholic and Apostolic
Church has authorized, which is *the witnesa and
keeper of Holy Writ as well a3 *the pillar aad
ground of the truth’ If, on the contrary, the King
of the Sandwich Islands has been left to be his own
teacher, or to receive his teaching from those hetero-
geneous, and it may be heretical as well as schisma~
tical hodies at whose hands he hasreceived the Holy
Seriptures, it may turn out to be & very strange ro--
ligion indeed, which it may resultin fixing on his.
mind, and leading him to propagnte amorg hik still
semi-barbarous people.”

If ever Lord Castlereagh’®s famous figure of
speech, about a “man’s turning his back upon
himself” was appropriate, it surely 1s so in the
case of our poor dear Protestant friends. If
there be one boast which they are mever weary
of repeating in our Popish ears, it is, that « the-
Bible, the Bible alone, without note or comment,
is the religion of Protestants;” and still the in-
fallible receipt of the * Soupers” for making a
Protestant, is to stick the Bible into the hands.
of a Romanist, and leave the latter to read and
judge for himself. After a few days or weeks”
simmering, as the case may be, the result will be
a Protestant of a very choice brand indeed.

The Churchman is however quite right in-
supposing that King Hoky Poky, or whatever
his pame may be, will most likely make a strange
religious jurable if left to himself with his newly
acquired Bible. We can fancy his dingy Ma--
jesty poring over the history of Jacob and
Esau; and wondering, no doubt, how it came to-
pass that God loved the former, and hated the
latter, till perbaps he arrives at the conclusion
that falsehood is a meritorious act, and defraud-
ing one’s brother a signal title to God’s favor.—
Yes; more singular than the most marvellous.
moral phenomenon that the world has yet witness-
nessed, would be the spectacle of a religion form-
ed from the Bible alone, without note or com-
ment.

But where, and what is * that Catholic and
Apostolic Claerck” which has authority to inter-
pret the Bible, and is the * ground and pillar of
truth ?*  Such a body—if such a body there be
—must hold sts authority from Ged, and must by
I1im have been made competent to perform the
task which He bas imposed upon it. It must
therefore be infallible and indefectible ; for a fal-
litle interpreter—a commentator upon Holy
Writ not exempt fromn the possibility of error—
and—a ¢ piliar of truth,” which itself was liable
to fall—would be gifts which an all-wise and all-
powerful God would scarce bestow upon His
creatures, and for which indeed the latter would
have but little reason to return thanks, or to feel
grateful.

If therefore there be such a body as that to
which the Churchman refers us—and if God
has given to man all that is necessary for salva-
tion, such a duly qualified interpreter there no
doubt is—that body must be, and must always
have been, infallible, and can never have fallen
into the slightest doctrinal error. It cannot
therefore be the body known in History as the
Church of England; a body which certainly is
not coeval with Christianity, seeing that it had
no distinctive existence till the XVI. century ;.
and which once formed an integral part of that
body which all Protestants profess to look upon
as the « Mother of all abominations.”

What then must the poor king of the Sand-
wich Llands do? The American Missionaries
—Methodists most probably—give him 2 book,
and tell him that its perusal will make him wise
unto salvation.  Hold,” cries the Churchman,
«“ that book may be the death of you, unless
along with it you use such note and comment as
that Catholic and Apostolic Church bas. autho-



