
THE COLON IST

show any f ree gold, nevertlieless yields
over twenty dollars te the ton. Thesel
velusf, le some instances, eau ba traced
for a distance o! a mLle or more. There
are also insta.ncff where veLus are
sliowing a wtdtli of thlrty feet u'lth
au assay value o! ten dolIlars, and lie
ean quote instanesw heire even thls
eau bu exceeded lu large deposits. The
only thIng wauted lu this district, Mr.

Ahu declares, is systematlC develoli-
ment, and lie le !ully satlsfied t.hat at

a depth of 500 teo 1,000 feet, thesee
veins wiil bu found te bu continunus,
and, judglng frein the work aiready
doue, an iruprovement le value over

surface indications.
It appears that the average pro-

dut for the best goid f ieid3 througli-

out the world Is about $12 a ton,
wvhereas, liere, the few mniille that have
&o far been put lu foperation, have
been glving returnis o! ueariy double

that amount. For instance the Sultafla

output, le says, averages $ 3,500 per
week, and as their stamp mîl ISl not
capable of treatiiug more than twefl-

ty tons a day, this shows a return of
over $28 a ton. This may bu taken

as a fair average of this goid field,
and for an exceptlonaily rcli returu,
we miglit Instance the Golden Gate
mine, which lias so far produced $60
por ton for ore illed.

Mr. Alin says that lie lias always
avolded anything that would have a
tenidency to boom the district, Iu-
deed, the writer found that It was
the general feeling of the resideuts of

Rat Portage that a boom was a
thling to bu avolded, If pos3lble. They
alipear to bu quite ,confident that
theY have a very good thing, and are
anxious Vo get hold of as mucli of It
as they eau, before values of nroperty
go 111 to big prices. Neverthiedess,
everyone %vill welcome the investment
of capital upon the work of (Ievelop-
ment, a.nd as this lias already begun
to come into the district in eousld-
crable quantities, it is pretty cer-
tain that, lu a very short time, Rat
Portage wJlI becoie a realiy large
town, aifd it Is probable that thie resi-
dentsi, ili find it difficuit' to avold
POmethiug ln the nature of a boom,
timougli probably ai healthy one.

Withi regard Vo the Reduction Works
of wlîicli Mr. Ahn lias been the man-
ager, i says thati thoY were estali-
llslied for the purpose o! treating ores
on a customs bas1s; and they will, if

requiremeuts demand It, lie lncreased
to any capaEity iiCcesary. It lo,
Inoreover, the Intention o! the coin-
pany to add to the present works a
COflIAîete eystem o! chlorination, so
tha,-t ail ores eau bu treated to a fin-

lsh; that is t-) sav, not oiily will the

freL gold bu taken out, but also the
econ"121etrat-, wili be afterwards chemil-
cally treaej and, by tîis means, thes

Wle 'Oof the aesa.y value of the ore

will bu obtained. The millisl now cap-
able of treatiug 45 tons a day. IV
waa ru for some timno last fail to
test ite eapabilities, and what
work 'was donc, sliowed that
ahl the gold, and alo
sîlver, obtuinable by a free înillng
procese was secured. The miii was
openi ut aay time Vo anyone wlioliad
ore( under treatinent, so that every-
one lad en opportunity o! witneesing
the procese, and o! fuliy satlsfylug
themseives that tiîey were getting al
that could bu obtained !rom the ores.

Speaklug o! the immediate prospect
for developinent ln tlie district, Mr.
Alin said that one o! thc rir-hest and
most experienced miniug companies in
Europe have given hi instructions to
secure thien a number of properties
here, witli the vicw of eommencing,
operations on a large scale, and the
company will put lu several million,
dollars of capital, as soon as the work
requires It. Mr. Ahin is manager o!
tlie Golden GaVe Mining Company; and
lie says that lie lias a large number
o! enquiries f rom. different monetar.y
Centres ln Europe for properties ln thîs
district.

Ti 1)te Vhe ýrésent, thiere are six
E;,ngliesli cumipanies already liere, naine-
ly, the Dominion Gold Mining and
Reduction Company, the Regina Gold
Mining Company, tlie Mines Contract

coimpany, a company represenîted by
Mr. Ferguson, besides two other com-
pxinies ln the RIny river district.
Tiiere is aiso a Freuchi COmPany pro-
paring Vo start operations, and a
woaltliy Belgla.n syndicate ls carrying
on negotiations for the purdliase o!
a large 'block o! propertiy. Besides
thesel from the other side o! the
Atlantic, there miglit bu fuily hl aa
dozen American compaules3, wlio have

secured properties; and axe preparing
to1 operate at different portions o! the
Beit. As regards the Golden Giate
company, Mr. Min mays that it le
priuclpally a Montreal enterprise.

Speaking of gold minlng generally,
Mr. Ahn pointas-out that the general
Impreso that it Is somethiu-g of a
gamble le a very mistakeui one, when

it le carrled oni as a legitimate Indus-

try lu the wa.y that it la mostly done
at preseoit. He draws attention to
the tact that there le ino more mon8Y
iost at it than lin business, and.that It
hasi very much greater poseibilities of
making huge profits. There lo ai-
ways the great advantage about it
that there can be no fluctuation ln
price, and that there le no pofflibilitY
of over-produr-tion. Mlning to-day is,
lu tact, a legitimate businesua, and
there is no longer the elenient of rash
speculation about it that there used
to lie. Moreover, the Improve'd sys-
tens o! tretÂn,-ore maka -it possible,

to-day, teo profitably treat ores that

oven so recentlY aB ten years ago,
were passied by as uselese and unpro-

fi t.able.
Finally, Mr. Min adilts that al ter

(In exneriencý- of inany yea.rs ln isever-
ao!t.Le great gold filelds of the world

lie le thlorouglily satimfied wltli this

Lake of the Woods district. Hie liai

overy confidence in it, aud intends te,

remain withî IV, lu the hope that wlth-
iii five years it wfll have become one
o! the largest minlng canps lu tlie
îvorld.

We have Mre. A.hn's permàssion te
state tliat if these remiarks sliould
arouse the Interest o! anly roaders at
a distance, lie wLil bu pleased to give
tlien any !urtlier informiation tliey
may require.
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