
THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 5

JANUARY 23rd. LuKE 11 8-20.

Twsnecessary that the Jcws should register
thmselves in their ancestral districts to pre.

serve the tribes and families distinct. The
de:cree of Augustus Ilthat ail the îvorld should be
laxed" shews that thic Roman Emspire inciudcd
thse whole then known world. Not only so ; there
,vas peace ail over the eartb, which left ail countries
open to the introduction and spread of tise Gospel.
joseph and Mfary-both descended from David-
went to " the city of David," i Sain. 17 : 12,
where Jesus was born acci)rding to prophlecy,
M iC. 5 ; 2. V. 8. Sliepherds. .. . keepiii, watch-
a group of shepherds relieving each other by
Ilwatches " as the sailors do. lt niay have been
in the month of December, or it mal, have been in

Aprii. V. 9. La, att angel-sudden and unex-
pected t.he apparition may have beoes, but it is
more tisais hkely that these humble mien were
antong thse nunsber of the faitbful whio Ilwaited "
for the redemption of Israei, v. 38, and io
sought for thensselves that Kingdoni of God soon
to be revealed la their nation. They were a/raidi-
fear is comnion to ail who corne into contact îvith
the supernatural, ch. 1 : 12 V. io The angel
calms their fears by imparting to thera the best
neivs thcy had ever heard-joyful news, to aIl
people, i. e. to Israel first, and through thein to
tise wviole worid, ch. s 33. Col. 1. 23. V. Il.
Unto you-you shepherds, Israel, niankind. A sa-
z'ior-much needed and long lookcd for. CHRIST
THE LoisD-the only place where this grand title
ts fouad. For other higis tities see !sa. 9 ; 6.
Christ is born-"I made ilesh, " John i :- 14, exactly
when, where, and iii thse manner predicted centu-
ries before, ansd as faitis expected. A sign-a
token, where none ivas asked, sucli a sign as simple
folk coul3 comprehend. The babne - ratiser a
babe- a saviour-Christ the Lord-a universal
king-in a manger t wondeyfsul contrsats 1 V. 13,
14. The heaz'enly ho.rls-to let it be knowvn how
tise event is regarded in tise higliest heavens, amnong
tIse lsighest intelligences, and lsowv it slsould be re-

garded on earth. leszce--Christ's legacy to mani-
kind, John 14 : 27-the grand necessity of a fallen
worlà-Peace with God-with our own conscicnces
*-peace between mani ani mnu, Phil. 4:' 7. Good-
vWii'-represents men in and througis Christ as oh.
jccts of complacency to God, 2 Cor. 5 - 29 and 6 ;
1S. VS. 15.20. Havîng verified tise wonderful
statement, thse shepherds ha.rten to publishl tise glad
tidings. They were the first evangelists arnong
mien. Notice also their fidelity in returning to their
erdinary duties aotwithstanding what they had heard
and seen. Observe tise different effect uapon Mary
and upon the people ou tside. They wYere amazed ;
thley isat not looked for the 'Messiah to cornte in
this humble nianner. Mary, recalling the words
of the ange], ch. 1 32, 33, cornpared, considered,
andi endeavoured to realize their fulilnient.

LEAi to sek first for ourselves the Kingdom
of God and his righteousness, and tise duty ansd
blessedness of bringing others to tise knowledge of
thse Saviosir, D)an 12 3.

JANUARV 30th.- Lijxx 11; 25.35.

0' comasemorate the d-cliverance of thse first
bora of Issaci front the destroying angel ini
Egypt, Exo. 13:. 2, it ivas ordained that thse

first-born of maxi andi beast sisould be set apart to
szscred uses. 0f the iowver creatures, sorne were
offereci on thse altar, others were redeerned at a
fixeti price. Tise first-born son iras te' be consecrat-
ed to the Lord a montis after birth, but a nioncy
payaient of isot more thanl five shekels ivas to be
accepted as a redenption of the right tisus involved,
see Lev. Cîs. 27 and Nuin. 18 : 16. By the setting
apart of tise tise tribe of Levi, N'lm. 3: 2'2, the

pretyservices of tise first-born generaliy ivere no
fon'er rcquired, but thse custoin of formai, pre-
sentation and redemption continucd, anti is ob.
serveti tri this day, by strict Jewvs. For thîs purpose
lus parents brougist Jesus to Jerusalem, V. 2z. The
offering broughit by Mary, V. 24, indicated that
site iras ini humblse circuinstances, Lev. 12-8,
affording fresh proof of tise apcstolic word, 2 Cor.
8 . 9, andi aiso tcaching the reasonableness of God's
requirementS, 2 Cor. S : 12. V. 25. .Sinlen was
doubtless an olti mani, noteti for his piety andi fre.
quent attendance in the sanctuary. .7ist-upright
in Isis moral character ai.d. towards his fellowmen;
a'evout-in bis wvorship of Goti: w.aitin.q-the atti-
tude of ail true helievers, Ps. 27:- 4, 14. Il T/we
Conisolation of Zsrael"-a beaistiful naine for Hlm
through wviorn we obtain consolation, 2 Thess 2 . 16.
VS. 26, 27. Revzeaed-How, ive do not knowf,
but it hati long been his daily habit to corne to tise
bouse of God-expÉcting to see Jesus. By t/te
spiri-in tise rigist frame of mmnd to receive a
biessing. Thte cutstoit-tse formaI presentation,
accompanieti svith the offening, above referre to .
V. 28. lIn his arins-lie not only was pemitteti
to see, but lie em1Ž',-iced humt; as if hie %ard saiti,
"Tsis is ail my sa: 1vation andi ail My desire," 2
Sami. 23:- 5. VS. 29, 30. IlNow let me die."
evidencing the expectation of a happy state on tise
other side of deatis V. 31, 32. Ail ,±eop /e-man-
k-inti at large : A light to the Gentikes-then in thick
dlarkness; M/e g/ai-v of Israe/-already thine, and,
to those who shaîl believe, to be so more gloriously
tisan ever. V. 34. Falling aita risitng-referriing
to the maay who felI tisrougls uxibelief during our
Lord's ministry and the subsequent "lrising again"y

*of the saine persons at anti after Pentecost. .Spokets
agaiinst-applies to tise deterinineti enemies of the
Lord Jesus. V. 35. A sword, &.-points to tise
agonies which Mary was to witness at tise Cross,
lier desolate condition thereafter, and tise alterna-
tions of hope aund fear regarding Hini ivisicis she
ivoulti pass through. T/tal t/te t/zoiigkts of many>
mn;' b revealed-Ps. 42 ; 10. lestas had many eyes
upon biin during bis public ministry. Somne secret-
ly friendly towards hum, who had not tise courage to
openl own M, like josephs. of Arimathea, Jobn
29; 3, and Nicodemus, John 3: 2;- Tise secrets
of tiseir hearts were revealeti by their ultiniate ne-
ceptance of Christ. Others secretly bateti hixu ;
their thoughts too were revealeti whien they cried
out « 1crucify hum. '


