
PILQSOPHICAL AWD LITERMVC SO CIETY.

TuE first public meeting of the So,*ety this session 'vas held in the
David Morrice Rall, on Thursday ev'ening, November 2.4 th. There wvas
a fair attendance. After a few opening remnarks by the Presideîn rela-
tive to the Society's workings and benefits, Rev. L. R. Jordan %vas in-
vited to the chair.

"I arn thinking of home " wvas sung by an En glishi quartotte cornpo;ed
ofMNessrs. MacVilli.ims, MflVcar, Ntzarkutrtie, and D-ivar: "11013',
Holy, I{oly " in Armnianii by 1-1. T. 1'alerni; and " Au Combat " by a
French quartette consîsting of M~essrs. Lods, M B , Biciird. and
Rondeau. Two readings %vere also given, a seectiori froin -laimiet hy J.
J. Forbes and one in French by P. N. Cayer.

The debate for the evcnIing %vas on the subject: 'I Resolved, that Chris-
tian ministers should take an active part iii ]p'1itics.

M. MICKENZI E %vas the first speaker in behialf of thc affiriat ive. 1-e saidili
effcct, that politics is the science of government, and the object of gavern-
nient is two-fold, (i) t0 regulate the equitable rel itions of ica by pratect-
ing the iveak against the strong, and by ý;ccuring to cach xnieinber of the
comrnunity bis nattural and civil righis and, (:?> to proniote th, gencral well-
being. It is iii tbis broad sense iv'e assert that uxinisters shotild îakc part
in politics. In the politics for which wa pla princiffles shotild rie.
These must be inculcatcd by men wvh. understaiîd them, %vhon beiL-ve in
theni, and wvho desire to sec the cauîse of righ4teotisnci.ss advanccd. No
class answers better to these requîrirem.ts than that of' the Christian mlin-
ister. The Blible is his royal statuite book, th,> gtuide for Ininister and
statesman alike. Every sermon or lesson which influences the life and
conduct of the citizen lias a good or bad iiuiience on the state, and to
that extent is political, therefore nîinisters shonnld bring gospel principles,
ta, bear on politics. God's servants rnanifested thecir interest in statc trans-
actions in boath Old and îNewv Testament tirn2s. Joseph colin iciled both
king and people as ta their condtuct. Sanitiel pursued, the saine cýursc.
It ivas Elijai %who brouighî Ahab ta bis setises. 'l'le Apo,,sties gave ini-
structions for ruler and subject. 'flic christian rainister is the legitiniate
successor of the Old Tcstanîenii Prophet, and the Nev Testamencit Apostle
and should be heir ta their zeal and devotion for their cotintry's weif.are.
Mvinisters of state, in bygone days, have seldoni becn guided by the prin-
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