
False Excuses
Other thing8 can wait tili the one thing nec
fui le attended to, 2 Cor. C6 2. l)raw fro
your nlas the reainne why any may be d.
Posed to deiay the acceptance of Christ ai
full saivation ini Him, and you wiIl have litt
difficulty in showing that nonre of these re
son1s are more urgent than delinite, instai
acceptance of Christ. Spend the greater pa
of your time examining excuses and diaclosir
the bnsuit they offer to a gracious Host, h
their essentiei pretentiousness, faisity an
added aggravation of indiffereuce. 'l'le
close with-

3. The A mazing Oulcsme o/ Triflisg rail
sur )'rilileqeir, va. 21-24. 'lhey are taken froc
us and given t0 others, Matt. 20 : 16; 25 : 26
Luko 19 : 24; 20 :16. When guests Wh
conti theinseives respectable epuru 1hr
Proffered hospitaiîy of divine grace (v. 21)
the ragged, the maimed, the hiait, tire biind
whom they despise, are caiied 10 their places
i Cor. 1 : 28. Thoso rieur at hand (v. 21 )
and thoee far away (v. 23), are sought oui
and urgeutiy preseied to acoept whiat otherk
in thoir indifference have declined. In the
end, what ehort-sightedness to despise the
"ry" hoepitalitY Of grace i (See Heb.

2 : 3, 4.)
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Thseoid be a "decision day" in eaeh
classe, and for each echolar. There are few
more pungeut appeais in ail ecripture than
thoso of thie Leeson. They ehould be preseed
home poiuteiy, tenderiy, and, sa frcs May
be, individually....hat is, in the claes; and

S thon, after thse eiaae,-ined.iatoly after,V ou the same day, or the sie week (loge no
tim),-the appeal ehould ho followed up,
eaeh echolar being taken by himieif or hereif.
It is ibis quiet, direct, loviug, personal Word,
often, whieh settles the question. Few cari
rest it. It was Chriot'e own way (se John
chra. 3 and 4).

The Lesson, ho sure sud have the clame
uuderstand, le a continuation of the table
talk of Jesus in the great Phariee's house
(v. 1); the gueste wore Pharisees: theythought God's kingdom wae ouly for themn,
aud that tbey were already in il, sud overy oneO
ehie outaido. T1he Lesson shows what issus

dc- thinks, sud whiere the Pharisees really stand,,im and who do corne mbt the kingdom of Cod.
s8- tOf what joyous event hied Jens epoken inid v. .14 ? Tl'le Pharisoos bolieved tisat, ai
le course, they ael wouid ho foremrosin lu hat n0wa- and heaveuly kingdom; one of themn sys @0,
't * v. 15. Expiain tisat a favorite description
rt of heaven, by Jewish teacisers, ws s s great
g9 fest.
y Jesus, in the parabie of the Lson, adopte
dl their description of the kingdom of hoavon;nl but we shall loaru froma the parabie, tisut that

kingdouî is now, s wel s hereafter, far
h different fmom whaî the proud, seif-righteous

aPliarisiees conceived it ta ho.
Vs. 16, 17 wiil give the echoiea a chance ta

o tell shout Oriental fess sud tise invitations
e ta them. Let the tslk flOw freely. Thon

show that the gracious heaveuly Father is
the "certaiu man"; sud that what Ho base
Provided for nien, in Christ, je the "ýgreat
supper"-how woudrousiy great 1 pardon.
peace, joy, streugth, feiiowship with Himeif,1 sud with ail the holy ou esrth sud in iseaven.
TIhe finit iuvitation-"'bade many", (v. 16)
ws, long ago, to Godes chasse people, Abra-
hain aud hie eod. The second (v. 17) ws
again to them through John the Baptist (ee
Matt. 3 : 2, 3). The samne invitation crimes
to us thcough every sermon we hoar, sud
every ecripture leseon we atudy, snd every
friend who spoaks to us of God'e love in
Christ the Ssviour.

Will those invited accpt ? Now for the
excuses, vs. 18-20. Have the scisolars talk
about threu. Show thrat the pitiî of theus ail,
is hoiug takon up with oneseif and one's own
concerne, rather tissu witis Code@ love and
Csod's feliowsbip. There jer his nesd ta
emphseize the folly of tise excuses sud of
those who madie them : it je sufficiently plain.

Cao Cod ho augry? Get tise aniwer lu
eluch verses s thoso thsre-Neh. 9 ; 17; Ps.
7 : 11; Mark 3 : s.

What a surprising commsndi v. 21. la it
liko Csod ? Matt. 5 : 45, John 3 : 16, snd the
parablos of Luire, ch. 15, are tise snswer to
the question.

Wlîo are Meaut in v. 21 ? The despisedi
aud Outcsst Jews, sucis s the publicans.
Wiso are ruerait iu v. 23 ? Ail sinners, of ail
nations and of ail timose.


