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through vanity, as did Jehoshaphat, that he failed :
it was rather through a general relaxed moral tone
of soul, that sought ease and indulgence ; but
while Isaac, with a godly mind, could grieve over
Esau’s marriage with a daughter of Heth, one of
the people of the land, yet, that very Esau is
Isaac’s object, and keeps and holds the dearest
affections of his heart, so that Isaac cannot give
himself back for God. He is answered by an ear-
lier Ahab, though the witness within tells him that
it is an-Ahab that is doing it. He would fain help
the profane Esau to a blessing, as Jehoshaphat
would help the idolatrous Ahah to tie victory.

What sights are these, and what lessons and
warnings to our souls !

It is practically important to remark that world-
liness or any allowance of what is not of God, by a
godly man, gives the weight of his godliness to
the evil he allows.

B — B
GOD’S OBJECT IN OUR TRIALS.

Ah! has Christ ever touched the quick of your
soul in solitude? Do you know the exquisite
tenderness of His touch ? He does not tear and
lacerate. The necessities and trials of saints
down here are created by God in order to show
them what Christ is for them. If I have taken
Him as Lord, I do not expect an easy way. God




