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iitlpk lift than tb$ /•rmtr» It was in tbu gulph,

the/e t'w$ burning ijlands^ that in tbijeMi- i-joy.

and betvi/cen

the 2id of

-%>.

1

•.•

Majt at daj-irtakt the ijland in quefticn 'watjeen to rift out of
ibefea, m Uagut/rom Santorin. Its appearance was preceded by

a flight earthfuabe, oecajioned no doubt by the motion of that enor-

mous maft of matter^ ^uhich was beginning to break offfrom the

bottom, andgradrtallytoafcendto'mardstbejurfaceoftbe water.

Some mariners, perceivingfrom theflforefotntthing nuhich Jisemed

tofloat upon tbefea, imagined it might be part of a nureck, and
went towards it in their boats ; butfinding that it confifled of a
large mafs ofrock andearth, which inere'vifibly tiling hiakerythey

were terrified, and returned to Santtrin with all fteed, where
they fpread a general conflernation by their refiort.—^At lengthfame

ofthe inhabitants, njoho had more courage aiJ curiafity than the

refl, rifolved to examine into the affair tha.i/elvei. Accordingly

they went up to the nevti/laad, andfeeing no i^aKger^ they landed

upon it . Ingoingfrom one rock to another, they ehjsr'vcd the g round

every where covered with white Jlones, aseaftlytobe broken eu

bread, and very much like it. Theyfeund likewife a large num-

ber offrejh oy/lers flicking to it, nvith *which they were gi>ing to

fill their veffels ; but perceiving the rocks rife under their feet they

*werealarmedt and immediately made offin their boats. Thisflta-

king Vius occafioned by the rifing of the ifland, vthich in a few
days gainedabove tnventyfeet in heighth andfortyfeet in bread^^

'yi that by the beginning of June itflood upward of thirty feet a-

bove thefurface of tbefea, and might befive hundredpaces round.

But thefive orflxfo/iowing days, its increafe bein% almofl im-

perceptible, it voas imagined it would rife no higher, fhe part
that now appeared was round and eonfifted ofa white earth,from
whence ikey gave it tie name ofthe IVhite Ifland^.

The diflerent motions of the ifland, and the rocks that were dc
tacbedfrom it, whichfonutimes rofe above the fea and fometimes

funk down again, often changed the colour of the water. For

fime hours it appeetredgreen, then yellsvi or reddiflf, according to

the different minerals which camefrom the bottom of this abyfs.

Sulphur was the mofl prevalent ; andfor twenty milts round, the

waterj v/ere tinged with it. The boiling of the nvaver about

this new iflandveas very extraordinary ; and an exceflive heat was
felt as one came near it. All the fides were covered with dead

fifls, which were driven afloort by the daflting of the viaves, and
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