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LIEUT.-COL. O.
O. C. the 223¢d Battalion, Second Scan.
dinavians;

had not been paid to any civil« lernnt
who enlisted :for active service.’

Mr. MacLean continued that substan.
tial “reductions might have been ‘made
in the staff of the fisheries Service
without injuring it and then turned to
the post office department. . No adequate
explanation had been given' by the post-
master-general for the fact that ‘where-
as post office expenditure in I911 had
been only - $9;172,000, it had Tisen dur-
ing the fiscal year just closed' to $15,-
960,000, and for 1917 would be 817.436,-
000. 'The Conservative party had: & ‘rec-
ord for post office deficits which had
amounted to five millions this year ‘and
re-| would probably be about seven millions
being | next year. The increase in rural maijl
f our|deliveries, ' the establishment  of parcels-
£ the| post and salary advances would account
uring | for only a million’ dollars of the three
pects | million dollars  increase last year, It
rtion | was urged that expenditure in the:large
Car- | city post offices were- greatér, but why

should this be the case when the. figures
showed that post office business in' Que-
bec, Montreal a.ud Toronto 'had not
ser(;f grown appreciably. e

is| Tender System Abandoned,

rofl Mr, MacLean stated that “despite the
postmaster-general’s denial he  wished

to repeat that the mail system
by tender had been pmm aban-
¢ ;ilontedﬂby the present administration so
hat there was no longer 1i

confidence therein. Heszitegn’;l cfs:b 1:
which a tenderer at a High price  had
belo

atory
d at-
e re-

two
rect-

been allowed to reduce his W
that of the original lowest tenderer and
get the contract. This had been done
time and again, and he: ventured to
slate that as a result of such disregard
of the tender system over a million dol-
lars had been lost in the department.

Dr. Schaffner and Mr. W. H. Bennett
stated that their experience was that
mail contracts were being let at starva-
tion prices.and Hon. Mr. Casgrain
asked Mr. MacLean or any of his col-
leagues to namie ' one ease in which
mail contract had been let for too high
a price. If thiS had never been done
how had -the yublic interest suffered?

Mr. E. M. 'MacDenald ‘stated that if
the financial position of the country
were as represented new rural | mail
routes had become a luxury &nd should
Dot be - established, The was
struggling to meet the
war with.raflway problems: agx}n Toom-
| ing up before- it. . The member for Pic-
ed | tou had heard that the Canadiat North-
adt- | ™0 Railway would this session be ask-

ing. for additional financial aid.” With
such a possibility before him. the gov-
ernment should see that economy in the
post office dep;rtment ‘was: & neécessity.

Mr. MacDonald = dilated upon - the
theme of économy and W 10 the
shortage of ocean tonnage Pl‘ the trans-
portation of Canadian icrbas the
ocean.-as a probléem fo be with.
He said that 'the eeﬁmate& ght well
be revised .in. onder. that padlnment
might provide funds for m g war
expenditure, for solving the railway
problem and for meeting the need for
shipping on the Atlantic.

“Since the beginning of the war the
government has exerdised economy,” said
Sir Thomas White. The poliey of thc
government had been to carry on works
-|under contract, and works which ‘were
indispensably necessary and ''no others.
He indicated the manner in'which ‘ex-
penditures had been reduced in éach suc-
cessive term since the outhredk %of hos-
tilities. ‘The finance minister pointed out,
moreover that the estimate for’ tha year
1916-17 included some $87,000,000 for in-
terest charges. He indicated that the in-
terest. on the public debt had inereased,
largely by reason of the war, from $18,-
000,000 in 1914 until in the fiscal year just
® | begun it would: be $87,000,000. The, ex-
1|penditure for 191617, exclusive. of ‘war
expenditure and chargee on the public
debt, would thus be ‘only about’ ‘ =
000.
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Sir Thomas pointed ‘out th:t the last
estimates voted by ‘the Laurier ern-
ment had amounted to '$167,000,0000 The

- |estimated expenditure for 191617, there-
fore, although it included & much greater
s in | amount for interest on the public debt,
and | Was only $8,000,000 in excess of the ex-
ria] | Penditure of 1911-12.
1 Sir Thomas showed ' that the expendi-

All | tures of the dominion on current aecount,
on capital account and for railway sub-
sidies amounteéd in the fiscal year 14
to $161,000,000; in 1914-15 to ua't,
000, and in 1915-16 to $141;000,000. Thel‘e
had thus been a reduction of more than
$20,000,000 in the last two years.

Sir Thomas White pointed ouf that
from 1911 to the outbreak of the war
there was a steady increase of expendi-
tures, many great public works were un-
{der construction, and ordinary expenses
tlhad grown with the development of the

country. At the sanie time the total
trade of Canada had grown from $700,-
000,000 .in 1911 to $1,200,000,000 last year.
{He had acted upon' the principle" th
| Canada should finance well in advancf
l'and should as far as possible avoid short
date loans.
ad | sir Thomas. said thet ‘while the finan-
Vil | oial situation was serious the countl'y
em | o, 15, he believed, well able to sustain. it.
i Fe hoped durmg the coming year ont of
he | the income to meet. the $160,000,000 of

|ordinary expenditures which included the

|interest on the national debt and‘also’'to

i pay a portion of the capital and war ex-
he | penditures. ' Sir Thomas said’that, ‘even
€r- | at the risk of having the immigration‘de-
IS | partment overmanned for a ‘short time,
ng | it would be a mistake to disband & staff
at | which might soon be meeded.
P-| “The most important guestions of this
pm | country for many  years to camé™ he
Sy | continued,” “will be immigration, ‘land
en | settlement and increased agricultural ])10-
nd | duction. Increased agricultural’
fine | tion is the key to the economic i

in Canada. It will solve the Nil'ly

| situation ultimately.”

The house adjourned shorl:ly befm'e
| midnight.

.| The cost of supplying runnin‘ "Cﬂ'
ay | to the home is thore than met ‘by the
ies comfort it brings.
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Craters Rccaptured at St, Elm Wllm

Are, and Connecting

Tremhes Occnpied

Exosed to Fall Fury of Fhoniti Gans, Hons Lese |
South of Forges Brook—Russians Score Minor Succe
on Lower Stripa While Advamln Camsus*ls ‘, Xt

to Diarbek.

Without pause the German Crown Pthea, flﬁﬂ! .dnnugc of tﬁa evacua- '
tion of the Bethincourt salient By the French, and the occupation of that posi-
tion by the Germans, hids thrown several divisions against t!u new French lhe.
but so far has been/unable to break that Hae at any poiat, = -

The bombardment of the whole front west of the “Meuse is of incrusinz
intensity on both sides. Germans, moving down along the Haucourt-Bethin-
court line, attacked the French positions south ‘of ‘the Forges brook. Here they
had to face the full fury of the Fremeh guns, iwhich cost them heavy logses. |

The French front along the strategic sector extending from Le Most
Homme to Cumietres remained unmoved, and fu:tber lttampts to uuult wete

arrested by the French curtain of fire.

The French still hold theit positions’
the scene of heavy ﬂzhﬁng, and agahut
rected daily.

Tbehstremain!ngm!necnterukeamﬂy‘bytbmb
British at St. Elot has been re-captyted hmmm whodwm !
able in their attack, to establish themselves in Gm»mulm :

htb&ﬂkﬁewmd,whhhhsben
whichGnmna.thch usbdngdl-‘

e

west from the crater, The Canadians are in close fouch
in this sestion and have been pamciplthghﬂum

has not yet been’ disclosed,
RUSSIAN AND ITALIAN x&

From. the 3
ing betweett tﬁtm’lﬁ

bothndaahohubmthﬁm“ﬁeaszmrgmhmmmm

n&mnaﬁd,hmﬁﬂbmmﬁbmﬁ,bmhdwnummnﬂm
fire, while on th:hwrStripatheRmtkm captured ‘a German trench and
held it against counter-attacks, inflicting heavy casualties on the Germans. -

In Astatic Turkey the Russians have penefrated to the segion of Diarbeks,
Armenia, while in the disttict of Bitlis several Turkish attacks have been re-
pulsed, South of Lake Urumiah region the invaders tppamﬂy are coming up-
with the Turkish main forces, the latest official report ammﬁng that in
engagements fought with farge aumbers of Kurds the xma were mmua by

regular Turkish hfmtq.
In Mes

according to '@ Bm‘;
pering the movemenits of
Austeian trenches on the !

thdrgunsthctownof%inthcm V;ﬁg’

French Get Three Fokkers.

Paris, April 10, 10.40 p. m.—Thebat-fdizection of Dixmude and to.the south” | ¥

tle around Verdun is proceeding with
unabated fury. To the west of the
Mecuse a. bombardment of incréasing in-
tensity is reported in the French official
communication  issued tonight. Fierce
German attacks were delivered agajnst
the Krench front south of the Forges
brook, but though the Germans suffered
very , serious losses the’French linwbe—
tweea Le Mort Homme and Cumieres
remained unbroken.
Tonight’s statement follows:

“In the region of Roye a strongenemy |

feconnaissance was  dispersed by . our
rifi fire before it had reached our wire
eriungxements north of Andechy.

“In the Argonne oue ertillvry Q‘aused
serious damage to the German organ-
Izations north of La Harazee,” We can-
honaded energetically that part of the
Avocomt wood occupied” by the enemy.

“West of the Meuse the bombardment
continued with increasing intensity dur-
ing the course of/the day. About mid-
day ihe Germans launched an attack,
debouching in the region of Haucourt-
Bethincourt ‘on” gur positions south of
the Forges brook. Notwithstanding the

viclerce of the assaults, which cost the
themy very gerious losscs, our line was
Tot suoved on the whole of our front of
Le Mort Homme-Cumieres. ‘Consecutive

attempts to attack preceded Dy intense.

artillery preparations, were ‘arrested by
our curtain of fire.

“Last of the Meuse, Cote Du Poivre
Was ~cry violently  bombfhrded. ‘The
«u vy at the end of the day attacked
severa) times our positions in the Cail-
lette uood but were ‘everywhere @re-
puis

In the Woevre artillery activity was
duite pronounced. = Relative ‘calm ‘pres
‘itd on the rest of ‘the front.

“On April 8 one of our : air pilots
ht down, in the region of Verdun
> course of a combat, a Fokker,

fell inside our lines mear Esnes.
pril 9 another Fokker was brought
by our special guns. ‘The mach-

fell in thé Woevre, within the Ger-|

al Hn(_S
third Fokker came to earth within
lines in Champagne. 'The machine
intact, and the pilot was made pris-
’ The same afternoon a German
‘roplane flew over Naney ‘and
"We bombs; the damage ‘was slight.”
1 Belgian ' official communication

G, uring the course of the might a
‘!man detachment, after having suc-
! In occupying a Belgian

b south of St. George, was " imine-

opmm»mh,mm“mmmmmmw :
besieged at Kut-El-Amara, lttemptedto break the Turkish  fines yof o
£'4fe Beftsh, The lialians have pens

era.ble n.rtill;ety activlty, equchlly in thc

British Advance at St, Eloi.

London, April 10—The Brttish oﬂcid
eommumcation, issued tonigbt, says:. Y

activity ‘
; chrltxut, St. Elot and

about Ln Bohsellc Rochmoutt
Givenchy”

Russian Victory on Lower Stdpl.

Petrograd, via London, April 10-~The
following official communication was is-
sued today:

“Western' (Russian) ﬁ-ont There was |
an artillery duel and an infantry engage--
ment ‘on the Dvina front.  In several
sectors the Germans attempted to'im~
prove the condition of their trenches by
pumping out the water, but everywhere:
our fire forced them ‘to dlsctmtinue the
work.

“German a.eroplnnes dropped bombs.
near the Remerskof and Dvinsk railway |
stations. Northeast of Lake Vischenev- |
skoie there ‘was lively actiyity ‘by the|
enemy’s artillery.  On the Oginski eanal
El:fmy aeroplanes dropped bombs | on our

ies.

“In the region of Komora, sonthwest
.of Pinsk, the Germans approachéd’ our!
positions in' boats, but were driven off
b your fire. In the sector in ‘the region
of ‘the Lower, Stripa: we captored ‘an
enemy trench and made some prisoners,
Enemy attempts to‘launch counter at-
tacks were: invariably fruitless, ‘and he|
suffered severe lossés from our fire. Our
troops made their attacks in deep snow,
crossing a large number of crevasses.

“In the direction ‘of Diarbekr (Arme-
nia) we closed ‘in on the enemy by way
of the region of the Goinukov:valley, Tn
the region of Bitlis we repulsed several
Turkish attacks. South: of Fiake Urumiah
we fought engagéments with large hodies
of Kurds, who were su'pported by Tegu- |
lar’ Turkish infantry.”

Floods Hamper Tigeis' Advance.

London, April 10, 8.18 p, m~Lieuten-
ant-General Sir Percy Lake, command~

reports that the British attack-on' the
Turkish position at Sarrayyat ‘on the
Tigtis river, just below Kut-el-“Amara,

‘The Mesopotamia statement, g
this evening by the official ‘press
says:

ven i
bumu,

y driven out by & collnkl"'“tt“’k'
£ behind nine dead.

“During the day there was & consids

No attack ‘on Sarrayyat was made
i (Continued on' page 8.

bombardment ' of “the. ‘Frenzh ‘positions

fantry. were seen swarming over the
‘barapets of their trenches fike angry hor-
nets.  Nor was this dl,hom qommnnb-
aﬂo?h usm‘:; bearin te‘:ial b {

0 g mal or.
of barricades.

Construction

Mﬂbeditulmmmn&bm:hthdr

‘gade ‘at a’ country fire. Fiom

‘hand the thaterial was

celved the material and Mu‘h posi-.
long: meeuing-

ly. and hundreds of

ing the British forces is Mesopotamia, |

failed to break through the Turkish' n::a R

Prenchm_ ; Mercametothe‘
slowly bwt'fu ly the ranges | their in

Mth .kmwwd bﬁnd-oqdlhc h-f

the French mmix dnmmyhz
mduhsqpm Bmznmam

ddmhghpdubrrktay bywhhhtoo&ethaﬂnyuutb!mebw
bombardment.

MMM’ 'oodo!Dmn&nmndmthuwhimtﬂsm
the first time in either fact or fiction that fortifications: and barricades were
bodﬂyurdedfom:dbddeadthcatwgmm ;

Material Cnrkdfm

Afta twelve hours ..of intemﬁ:um

y  heayy batteries ‘behind the ‘German
of ‘the gray masses of ‘German in-

in l

One " officer |
d to
‘those

bearing thé hrunt of’!lw M Te-

tion.’ The chain 1
were smashed to atoms
French shells. Othel‘,llnk(
filled thw only to suffer’ the same
fate a8 redecessors, '
The dead were piled high on & a.ll l!dea,
the ‘front irank “was laid: ¢
low of - mat

rescué and
the

its prdmnor, qweeplng the o
lines’ and leaving death and.

in _its path, while:under the curtain of |
this terrific fire- t!g.l?rdmh forces leaped | s
their parapets dashed  forward,
 cades, and after 8 ‘short jsharp struggle,
ﬂ:‘e& dclendcrs

jém.motumrm .

French took .the_offensive. ~The
overture was of the heaviest and fiercest
type, sweeping: ;tke a gient sickle the.

Fﬁmch -crept forward
fantry: were at grips with the Germans.
'The cold steel soon turned the tide of
battle and the'enemy left their trenches
in haste, flecing t6 the rear. - A new in-
strument of ‘death was then brought in-
to action by the Prench, a curtain ap-
‘pliance for shooting flumes, which, whrk-
ing like a demon, cut dthentrntaf
e {the  fleeing. Germans.
| great improvein: :eemuy

; ‘troduced by th:xgnemy mm of |
ormlgray coated fgures were to a
)1!@4 aﬁcp - whilst ' endea

Pﬂmlmshm

bm t«dﬁcm&ud

'mwmmws,.

sing

over ihe flesh-made  barri-
were routed with ‘great

Inumtheruﬁionof&e line ' the

arfillery

-Under i i
'soon their in-|

Fhe device is ‘a

on" that ins

"'4:,.41&0

gibility for the Sussex explnsi‘ ?n.
G"mm M T’“’o A
Berlin, Apﬁl 10,  via Imdon——-'l‘he'

might
possibly - have been . involved . in an at-
tack. on- the Sussex make it absolutely
‘certain’ that' the. Sussex wpas ‘not de-
atroyed by ‘a Germdmsn mg.ﬂfce-
wise, Germany €3 Tespo! or
the sinking of the other: lteomprs, evi-
 dence having been adduced ‘at the. inves-
tigation to show that no bhmc attached
to" Germany.”

Two Merchantmen Sunk.

‘London, April 10, 845 p..m-~The
Spanish, -steamer. Santandering is re-
ported to have been sunk by ‘
according to an announcement by
Lloyd’s ht.  The . same. mmys
that the B steamer Margam ‘Ab-
bey . has been. mml;, and th&t

(bosrd & mm raw whiﬁ
bound: for Fslmout!i. ls

¥ 5 3 & !
and was last reported«nq hnv-,\

| peace comes, upon

of | dividuality? Apperently this principle

an illw

- body knows this better than the chancel-
lor, for he has been one of its principal
o {ingtrumen

‘ren against the attempts fo force the

| their ‘mothers,” continued  the premier,
1“form a black chapter, even in the an-
81 nals of Prussian culture. It'is with this:|
| record that the chancellor sheds: tears

‘| suppressed Flemish race. I wonder what

‘sailed | spirit of international law applied to. the
.| developments. of

to be Dclcat

.| not only of treaty rights but of &d%
pendent status and free development of
weaker ‘countries. In the b
cynicism' eould hardly go' further thln*!li'
the chancellor’s claim that it is for Ger- |
many—of all powers—to Insist; whm
‘giving various u
chance of frae evolution along the

of their; mother tongue and national’ mu

is to| be applied, I suppose, on approved
Prissian lines both to Poland and Bel-
glum.” -

Gemn!'ﬁuteh!’olmd. die'ee:

kmd. ‘Mr. ‘Asquith ‘contipued: -
“The attempt to.'Germanise Poland |
has been, for' the last twenty years, at
once the strenuous purpose and colossal
failure of Prussian domestic policy. No-}|"

ts:
“The wholésale strikes of Polish.child-

employment of the German language;
he _barbarous ‘floggings inflicted upon
thcm, the ‘arrest and imprisonment of

over the fate of what he. calls the long-

the Flemish race itself -thinks of ‘the
prospect the chancellor opens out to it.
“The chancellor says that after the
war there must be' a new
which must ‘not be a‘  Franco-English
vassal, but between whose people and
the Germans who burned their churches,
pillaged their towns, trampled theirlib-
erties, there is to be in the future ‘the
collaboration of neighbors.’

“My answer is ajvery simple one. The
Ames desire, apd -are determined to see
once again, the old Belgium. ' She must
not be allowed.'to suffer pérmanently
from the wicked invasion of her freedom
and that which has ‘been broken down
must be repaired and restored.”

Blockade Based On Law.

Declaring that ‘he would not waste]
words upon’ the 7 imperial . chancellot’s
“lame and half-hearted attempt to jus-
tify the wholesale unse of the submarine
for the destruction’ of lives and prop-

the remier said:
are prepared to justxty the
lepal!ty of all the measures they have
taken ‘as coyered hy the principles and

modern war. ' These
have been carried ont with the:strictest
regard to hu ity, and we are not
aware of a | instance of a neutral
life huvhg lmt by reason of the
All

m&b historym

“w‘examglu, shone with more

Oontend!ng that'‘the Poles have: lmti’tF
experience of thes Ger-{,
man ideas of a free evolution of tlﬂo‘ >

Ltunity to ‘make his statement.

s mtm,m the friend-
‘the two nations, and that

upon the inndeent muhﬂon of

rn districts; how ‘warm is

n for ‘the ‘splendid vulor
_eonstancy of the whole French

. Never has'that undaunted spirit o.t

of whlch

many
hnt

EXPECTED 1N HS
SEAT BY FRIDAY

" Ottaws, April 10—Hon. George P.
Graham who was leading the opposition
just before ddjournment of tne house to-
night notcd that Premier Borden had
asked ‘that the resolution ca.l.ling for .
moming sittings be allowed to stand
over, This had been taken s an indica-

‘tion that an Easter prorogation had been

abandoned. Moreover, there had becn a
well ‘defined rumor in the corridors that
‘the government proposed a lengthy ad-
journment at Easter.

. Mr, Graham thought it would be wise
to’ wait in session till the minister of
milifia ‘was in his seat and .ind_oppor-
It was
right and just that the minister should
e ‘allowed the earliest opportunity to
make ‘that statement, amp‘l lie was not
mtpued to approve any engthy Easter
adjournment allowing all charges to be
unhanswered.

Mr. Rogers did ‘not think there 'was -
any chance of an ‘extended adjournment.
A8 to the minister of militia_“the in-
formation the government has leads it to
think that 'the minister of niilitia will be
in' his seat on Friday of this week, pre-
pared and willing to answer anything he
i called upon to answer”

Sweden Exchanging Prisoners.

London, April 10—The exchange of
scvérely wounded Russian and Gerinan
boldiers by way of Sweden was resumed

s after over a years lapse in the

1

: %g tha‘t the ‘German blockade’
of Grui ritain had begun. long long

| from Tacoma and Seattle for
, Where she nﬂved Mareh 27.

before the British - orderin-council of

pmcﬂm, according ' to ' teh Exchange
Telegraph Compaty’s Copenhagen core
remondeut ;




