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year, Mr. Gogair, of Rent county, said: !than a mere servant of the government of] well-understood wishes of the people, for

| in February, 1809, I wae first returned. I : .
“With regard to the hignway act, I was | the day, responsible to it for his position | the advantage of and in the interests of

' had been previously a member of the

FOR

! house of commons, representing the city

not always in full agreement with it, but |
latterly I have come to the conclusion that |

and liable to be dismissed by it, with or
without cause. (Hear hear.) The opposi-

| the peop!e, and not for the advantage of
|any particular party. (Loud cheers.)

'RINGING CHEERS

k

‘and county of St. John, m which con- it is one of the best laws in the prov-

stituency I had been defeated in 1896 on

| tion is pledged when it comes into power
{to amend the audit act, so as to invest

ince.”

One of the great needs, if not the great-
est need, of the province today is the ob-

the question of th: Manitoba School Law,| Premier Robinson said: “The highway |

| the auditor-general with power to make| taining of a supply of agricultural and

"~.die~debt has been piled up by a reckless

~ OPPOSITION

Stirring Speeches,

ernment Downfall, at Banquet to
J. D. Hazen

Proclaiming Gov-

Enthusiasm Unrivalled by Any Political Gathciing Held
Here in Years-—Leader in Strong Speech Shows Govern-
ment’s Mal-administration, and Offers Constructive
Platform for Electors’ Choice---J. K. Flemming Dissect

Amid the greatest enthusiasm and be-
fore a very large and most representative
gathering of supporters from all parts of
the provinee, J. D. Hazen, M. P. P,
leader of the local oppesition, outlined his
policy and delivered a searching criticism
of the local government at a banquet given

I, D. Hazen, M. P. P,, Leader of

Opposition.
in his honor in Keith’s assembly rooms
Wednesday evening.

The guest of honor, in one of the most
eloguent and telling speeches in his poli-
tical career, made plain the weakness and
incompetence of the present administra-
tion. He was in excellent. voice and in
the course of his review of provincial af.
fairs he was frequently interrupted by
loud and prolonged applause.

J, K. Flemming, M. P. P., among the
other speakers, analyzed the financial af-
fairs of the provinee and thoroughly ex-
posed the manner in which the vast pub-

administration.

Interesting addresses were also delivered
by prominent men in the party, who were

aceived in the heartiest manner. From

mt to last the utmost enthusiasm prevail-
ed and the proceedings went with a live-
ly swing.

No doubt wae left as to those present
looking forward to victory when the gov-
ernment should appeal to the country.
'The mezting was regarded as the most
thoroughly satisfactory in the history of

province.
. ome 250 guests from every county in
! New Brunswick assembled to do honor to
i their leader.

Those present included: J. D. Hazen,
M. P. P, Donald Morrison, M. P. P, T.
A. Hart, M. P. P,, W. C. H. Grimmer,
‘M. P. P., Geo. J. Clarke, M. P. P., Par
jker Glasier, M. P. P., J. K. Flemming,
‘M. P. P, B. F. Smith, M. P. P., Robt.
‘Maxwell, M. P. P., John Morrissey, M.
.P. P., John McKane, W. W. Hubbard,
¥. Robidoux, Moniteur Acadien; J, L.
' Stewart, Chatham World; F. P. Malaney,
Woodstock Press; J. H. Crockett, Fred-
ericton Gleaner; A. H. McCready, Sack-

Chas. Nevins, Joseph Nobi:, ifarold Wil
son, John McAndrews, W. C. Dunham, J.
A. Lipsett, C. H. Smythe. B. A. Shep-|
herd, John Thornton. John Kenngy jr.|
C. Robinson, Wm. M. Campbell, Chris.
Splane, John Vanwart, Fred. Lewis, Na-

than Huestis, George Catherine, George
Parker, R. Wigmore, William Cruikshank,
Dr. Thomas Walker, of St. John, pre-

isded at the banquet, having the guest of ! j

the evening at his right and Senator

Josiah Wood, of Sackville, at his left. The | o,

members of the local opposition and the |
candidates already nominated in ths var-
ious constituencies throughout the prov-|

'LEADER

act has been very severely criticized and |
the opposition has been very active in en-|
deavoring to make it unpopular. 1 would !

although obtaining a majority of votes in
thé city.

independent investigation into

expenditures, providing that all expendi-

public |

domestic labor, and of persons who are
| willing to come in and settle on the aban-

| I had no special ambition to serve at " . : i

5% ! the time and was, in fact, looking for-|speak for my own county, and can saygt‘;‘ris lmust be clertxfli)ed by h‘aﬂ’ fandf;}::;? ;;:":: ofttNgwt Brunswng,k.‘ b(z{]qe
mons seems to dascend on a succe ward to again being a candidate for the|that in West d the prejudi ainst | that ' he can only 'be removec 3rom|-: i SLL TP WaE fnaee I s
n successful d to aga g 1agve 10 s o Westmorland che prejudices gty cffice by the vote of twothirds of| direction, but it was badly managed, and

candidate even before he has crossed the
threshold. No cooner has he earned the'
right to enter parliament than this stormy
inczucne2 descends upon him. This ecity
had an instance of this peculiarity not
so long ago when the placid Pecksniffian
Pug:ley changed suddenly to the truculent
swashbuckler with a chip on his shoulder

inviting someone to knock it off.” (Much

dominion house, but I yielded to the!the act are being rapidly removed. I, for |
wishes of my friends and accepted a nomi-| one, am not afraid to appeal to the elect-
nation in Sunbury county as a supporter |ors on that ground.”

of the party in local politics led by my| Hon. Mr, ¥arris, Mr. Pugsley, Mr. Mur-
late honored friend, Dr. Stockton. After ray and others pronounced the act a great
a very hotly contested fight I was elected . success in the legislature, and on Oct. 17
with my colleague, Mr. Glasier, and when | last, less than two months ago, the Hon.
the legislature met, the four members, | James Barnes, a member of the govern-
who with myself constituted the opposi-| ment without office, speaking at Norton,

the members of the house of assembly.
(Applause.)

As matters stand today, there is no effi-
cient and thorough audit of the public ac-
counts. Had there been such an audit, it
would have been impossible for Attorney-
General Pugsley to have had his private
telegraphing bills paid out of the provin-
cial exehequer, and for a member of the

although a great deal of money was spent,
it. resulted in little if any good to the
province, Yor a class of settlers were in-
duced to come here who were not suited
to our wants. An intelligent, well directed
effort, such as would be made by a new
government, could not fail in being pro-
ductive of good. (Renewed cheering.)

Agriculture and Lumber. i

laughter). i tion to the government, did me the honor [ in the presence of Premier Robinson, said: Vi d e Al ok
They must remember, howaver, Mr. of electi s their leader, an honor|In his own county good roads were non- | government to have drawn the sa aries o : i i : 1
} ! SEShE e el | existent until the new highway act went | two portfolios in the same year. As I regret that time tonight will not per- i

Fowler went on, thatr, while political life' which was renewad after the general elec-

had its rebuffs and hard blows, it had al-!
so its compensations. They were as-|
sembled to do honoi to Mr. Hazen as a
lezder in whom not only St. John took
pride but every county of New Brins-
wick. The respect and esteem in which'
he was held was universal; and Mr.
Hazen deserved it. For his years he had

ted it in private, that he was all right
all the way through. (Cheers). !

Mr. Fowler ‘then expressed his opinion
egainst local and federa] politics being run
> same lines, referring to Mr, Hazen
witing men of both parties into his
camp in the interest of good government
and to the gensral belief that the opposi-'
tion would be placed in power ut the next
election. :

Different condii:

he said, surround-
i was pending. They
hallot. The result
first election in St,
passed when, not-
= all the influence of the Lib-!
} party, his.friend, Mr. Maxwell, was
ted. He had no doubt at the coming

tion of 1903.

My course as leader has been criticized
from time to time by the government
press, and while I am fully conscious of
my limitations and short comings, I care
but little what those who are opposed to
me for political reasons think of my con-
duct so long as it meets with the approval

minds one of the Philippiah jailer, has

! discovered that “my forte is criticism,”and

that, while “I am suited to lead an op-
position,” ‘and an opposition, he adds, is
necessary, “I have no bent for constructive
statesmanship.” This idea is by no means
an original one. Similar criticism in al-
most similar langnage was used with re-
epect to Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Mr. Blair
and Mr. Whitney, when they were lead-
ers of oppositions, and I have no objec-
tion to a criticism that places me in the
same category with those gentlemen.
Whether the opposition as at present
constituted possesses the giit of construc-
tive statesmanship or not,it has undoubt-
edly been the means of effecting reforms
of far reacHMing importance. (Cries of

Now in Kent county there
magnificently - built and

into force.
were miles of
drained roads.

Yet within a few days of this deliver-
ance, almost equal in importance to his
utterances in favor of bringing in Japan-
ese labor to compete with our own citi-
zens, (laughter) the announcement is made

government are executing a right about
face movement and eating their own
words, not from any motive of principle,
but because they find that the opposition
were wiser in their day and generation and
have rightly understood the wants of the
people of the country. (Applause.)

Too Late to Have Effect Desired.

This action, however, will be too late to
accomplish what is desired, because the
public will clearly distinguish what is done
willingly and as a matter of right from
what is done under a fear of losing votes.

Speaking in the legislature in 1896, the
then premier said: ‘The leader of the
opposition says we must repeal the High-
way Act. I must say that it is not the
intention of the government to repeal it,

things stand at present, thousands of dol-
lars are paid- annually without the ac-
counts being first submitted to the auditor-
general.

It is impossible by a perusal of the ac-
counts to tell the actual financial standing
of the province; and the opposition fur-
ther stands pledged on attaining power to
cause an audit and report on the provin-

I would  be imposing upon your time
and patience tonight if I took up in de-
tail the Central railway transaction, which
since 1901 has cost the province $900,000,
and which has never been extended to
Fredericton, its original destination. The
only new road which the province has to
show for this enormous expenditure is fif-
teen miles of main line, extending from
Chipman to Minto and nine miles of
cheaply constructéd branches to the coal
mines, The provisions in the original act
requiring the road to be built to Frederic-
ton, and a plant capable of raising 500
tons of coal a day to be imstalled before
any)of the original issue of $250,000 of
bonds were guaranteed by the province,
were deliberately set aside, and a resolu-
tion moved in the house of assembly call-

mit me to describe the failure of the gov-
ernment’s agricultural policy and its ne-
glect to carry out the recommendations
papsed at. the forestry convention, and its
failure to proclaim the Public Domain Act
passed in 1908. The object of the opposi-
tion is to conserve and protect the publia
domain, and the great lumber interests of
our country, doing no injustice to the men

e ]
Government Fiiances and Shatters Admini=" e ‘i‘_],l*mg EXDCFie\I'lC‘dv and hlllld aleﬂ.VlS a,gted of such friends as I see around me to- it;m(t:l;:: ?};ﬁlw&i asZc‘i:gnbioreme;i?li.'ﬂf: cial finances to be made by chartered ac- | ¥ho have large vested interests, and at the
i like a man. No matter how much abuse  night. i A i Same time securing to th 11; .
- tCﬂCCS'--MMIy other Effective Speectles. was given him -by the press or on the; One editor, the suddenness of whose highway act was only come to at the last | countants of independence and reputation. tors the oppcrtunitgy 02 luxsb:::g?‘pgﬁfg
- i platform his opponents knew, and admit-| conversion to the government cause, re- minute and that the members of the|Central Railway. crown lands and preventing these lands

from being made the exploiting ground for
speculators who have no interest beyond
that of so managing them as to obtain the
largest amount of revenue in the shortest
possible time, irrespective of the interests
of thé province and its future growth.
(Applause.)

In summing up, let me say that first,
last and always, the party in opposition te
the present provincial administration
stands for good government, which means,
among many things:

1. The honest collection of provineial rev-
enues and the management of loans, not
80 much in the epecial interest of the mo-
ment or of the temporary needs of the gov~
ernment, as upon a basis permanently of
most advantage to the province.

2. The keeping the erdinary expenditure

: th <l ihied et ontest his three colleagues would be re-' hear, hear, and applause.) v 1 . _ he ¢ X
ince were among those who occug seals | . ned with him to' support Mr. Hazen.|, . for it meets with the support of the best | ing for an investigation into the expendi- of the province within the erdinary rev-
at the table. (Cheers). The Secret Ballot. people of the province. It is the policy | ture upon the road was voted down by | SBUE:

8. The appointment of an auditor-general

New Brunswick's Next Pre-
mier.”’ ;

The assembly rooms presented an invit-|
ing apparance, being profusely decorated
with flags and bunting. Facing the chair-;
man at the end of the room was hungj
the motto, “J. D. Hazen, New Bruns-
wick's Next Premier,” and the walls were
adorned with appropriate and patriotic
emblems. The banquet commenced at 7.30
o'clock. An excellent repast was served
by the Frank Whitg Catering Company |
and was done full justice to. When the|
good things had been dispossd of t,'uei
chairman proposed the health of the
King, which was duly honored with the
singing of the national anthem.

W. H. Harrison, the secretary of the
banquet committse, read . letters, tele-
grams and messages of regret from the
following supporters of the party who
were unable to be present: Dr. Murray
(Albert), H. A. Powell, S. L. Peters,John
McAllister, F. Robidean, E. E. Peck, H.
A. Bridstow, H. G. Fenety, L. B. Smith,
Col. J. D. Chipman, S. M. Starkey and
J. W. Bridges.

Sexator Wood.

The toast of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor-General was drunk with enthusiasm
to the strains of The Maple Leaf Forever.
Senator Wood, replying to the toast, paid
a tribute to the worth of the governor-
general, and promised to assure his excel
lency that he had no more loyal support-
ers than the local opposition. Referring
to Mr. Hazen, he spoke of the approval
of his course of action mot only by the
Conservative party but by many Liberals
in politics. There was no doubt the sup-
port of the local administration was con-
sidered a source of strength to the domin-
ion government but a practical economi-

Dealing with the past leaders of the local |
government Mr. Fowler said Mr. Tweedie |
proved himself an able politician, and #s |
to Mr. Pugsley, whatever mistakes he had |
made since entering a larger sphere, he had i
ghown himself an astute and clever man-|
ipulator.  They now had Mr. Clifford Rob- |
inson. When his name was mentioned |
people asked, “Who is he?’ Mr. Robin-
son was a man, he continued, without
political ‘experience, an unskilled general
going to a fight with the highway act
clogging his wheels and having as much
difficulty in getting to his goal as the far-
mer had in getting to market over the
roads. Whenever the votes came to be
counted Mr. Robinson and his party would
undoubtedly be snowed under.

In closing, Mr. Fowler said that, not-
withstanding all the evil things said about
himself, and his being held up to scorn
and derision, it was evident his friends did
not believe those things, and they were
right. They were not true. The lies and
scandal circulated showed how the power
of the press had_depreciated in Canada.
Not all the press had been so lowered, but
some newspapers today were"like the yel-
low journals in the United States in their
abuse of public men. A man today could
scarcely go into public life for the slander
that was certain to assail him. He had,
however, the satisfaction of knowing that
it was not his fault and that his friends
and neighbore did not believe it. ’

The chairman, in proposing the toast
of Mr. Hazen, the guest of the evening,
said they had gathered to do honor to the
leader of the opposition to assure him of
their regard ‘and" esteem and - that h& would
have their unanimous support at the next
election. Dr. Walker proceeded to refer
to Mr. Hazen's record as a citizen of St,
John for the past eighteen years and also
mentioned the honor he previously held
as twice mayor of Fredericton. He touch-
ed briefly on his political record both in|
dominion and local politics and spoke of |
his untiring zeal and earnest work as|
leader of the opposition in bringing to |
light the nefarious acts of the local gov-|
ernment and their miraculous faculty for}
borrowing money.

In closing, he dwelt|
on Mr. Hazen's clean record and to no:
act in his caveer having ever caused his|
followers to blush.

Grand Reception for Mr. Hazen.
Mr. Hazen, on rising to reply, was \m-‘i
able to make himself heard for some min-|
utes. Cheer after cheer resounded while;
the orchestra played Hail to the Chief and
See the Conquering Hero Comes. Shouts|
of “He's-all right” and the popular!
chorus, For He's a Jolly Good Fellow,
added to the demonstration. Mr. Hazen !
said in part: |
Mr. Chairman, . Mr,
Gentlemen: !
On ordinary occasions I am fairly well,

Vice-Chairman and

One of my first acts as leader of the
opposition in the legislaturs was to in-
troduce a resolution in favor of a secret
ballot at provincial elections, and when
the division took place, the only names
that were recorded in its favor were those
of the five opposition members. No doubt,
the government supporterns were influenc-
ed by the powerful argument advanced by
the attorney general to the effect that a
secrst ballot was not an honest ballot;
for, if you purchased a voter, you could
not tell whether he would deliver the
goods or not. (Laughter.)

Despite this rebuff, the opposition con-
tinued the agitation. It was made a plank
in our platform in. the general election in
1903; and, when, at the session of that
year, Mr. W. 8. Loggie, an opposition
member, acting for the opposition, moved
a resolution similar to the onme which I
moved in 1899, it was not opposed, and the
result is that we will, at the next general
election, have a secret ballot, under which
men can vote according to the dictates of
their own conscience and judgment, with-
out fear of intimidation or coercion from
employers or creditors. (Cheers.) ¢

This legislation marks -a distinctly pro-
gressive movement in the interest of per-
sonal liberty; and the credit for it is due,
not only to the opposition members in the
legislature, but in a large measure to one
of the epposition candidates for the city
of St. John, Mr. John E. Wilson, who, it
will be remembered, decided not to op-
pose Mr. McKeown when that gentleman
was appointed solicitor-general—only on
the understanding thet . the government
would not oppose the passing of a secret
ballot law.

The opposition, too, promoted and se-
cured thé passage of an act waffirming the
principle of “One man one vote,” which
abolished the non-resident vote in all the
constituencies except the city and county
of St. John, and thus gave to the people
residing in the different counties absolute
power to say who should represent them
in the house of assembly and house of
commons without their wishes being inter-
fered with by the residents of other lo-
calities. But for the action of the oppo-
sition, this progressive measure would not
have become law.

One Man, One Vote.

Hveryone who has taken any interest in
local politics remembers the investigation
into the prices paid for steel bridges and
how the opposition charged that contracts
were awarded for these bridges without
tender and without competition, to friends
of the government at prices two and three
times in excess of the current market
rates. These charges were proved to be
true by the best expert evidence on the
North American continent, that of George
F. Swain, professor in the Institute of
Technology at Boston, and inspector of

of this government to maintain the law,
and if he went into power tomorrow he
would not dare to repeal it. Although we
have had no assessment yet available, the
act has worked well and many persons
have written to us to say that it is a
great improvement on the old system.”

This is another striking example of the
opposition being more alive' to the wants
and wishes of the country than the gov-
ernment, for in 1896 I stated that the act
must be repealed and was" met with a
flat denial from the first minister. We now
have the authoritative assurance from the
members of the government that my
statement was correct. (Cheers and
applause.) !

In justice to Mr. Tweedie, however, I
might eay that I believe he would have
been too astute a politician to have promis-
ed the repeal of the highway act as a
piece of death bed repentance on the eve
of an election. He would ‘rather have
faced the issue squarely and protected his
own offepring instead of repudiating it
and treating it with scorn.

The opposition, which has opposed the
present highway act from its inception
and predicted just exactly what has come
to pass, atands committed to repeal that
act at the very. first opportunity. The
bill for repeal will be the first one intro-
duced at the session following the next
general election, and we will enaet legisla-
tion which will place the control of the
highways in the hands of the municipal
councils and praetically take the manage-
ment of the roads out of politics. I am

results and more value given for. e¥ery
dollar expended, if the money is expend-
ed through the county councils instead of

ed purely for political reasons irrespective
of other qualifications and whose main
desire is to obtain votes for the govern-
ment of the day, and in many cases per-
sonal profit for themselves.

The measure will also provide that it
will he ‘optional with the residents of a
district to pay the road taxes in cash, or
to perform statute labor under proper re-
strictions. In the parish of Gladstone in
Sunbury county I know a piece of road
that five years ago was in perfect condi-
tion, while today it is practically a ruin.
The people not only performed the amount
of statute labor required by law, but did
a large amount of voluntary labor in ad-
dition, putting repains on the road from
time to time 'as neocessary, but with the
advent of the highway act and the ap-
pointment of a superintendent residing at
the farther end of the parish, miles away,
the road fell into ruin, and as the people
were paying their taxes in cash for the
up-keep: of the roads, the same incentive
to work did not exist as under the old
law.

satisfied that there will be much better!

through highway superintendents appoint- |

the government.

Had business methods prevailed, the
road would today run to Fredericton. No
such enormous expenditures would have
been incurred, and the mines would have
had at the capital of the province, com-
necting there—as the road would have done
—with the C. P. R., a splendid market for
their coal, a ‘market mutually advantage-
ous to the citizens of Fredericton and the
people of the Grand Lake district. (Great
applause.) :

As it is, however, the matter has been
so mismanaged and bungled by the admin-
istration that the province has a white ele-
phant on its hands, and a costly one at
that. -Mr. Pugsley has endeavored to allay
public uneasiness on the subject of this
road by the statement that it will be
taken over by the Grand Trunk Pacific.
There is no certainty of this. The na-
tional transcontinental charter does’ not
call for any line to St. John, and the
maps of the proposed Grand Trunk Pacific,
published very. recently by the commis-
sioners, do not” show the line from Chip-
man to Norton.

In the house of assembly last winter Mr.
Pugsley when persuading his supporters to
vote a further guarantee of bonds for this
road, $70,000 of which was to pay the in-
terest on bonds previously guaranteed, as-
sured the house and country that the road
would be taken over by the Grand Trunk
Pacific within three months. A little
later on, when taxed with this statement,
he modified it to a few months, but up to
the present time there has not been a'
word from the Grand Trunk commission- |
ers.

It is well to bear in mind that the gov-
ernment had become involved in the Cent-
ral railway matter before any plan for
building the Grand Trunk railway had
been announced or any raute-determined
upon, and should the road ultimately be
bought by the Grand Trunk, it will not be
in consequence of any foresight or wisdom
on the part of the government that the
province has been relieved from a serious
burden. In this province, with our lim-
ited resources, we have no right to enter
upon the policy of owning and operating
railways, and there is every reason to fear
that the International railway, to which
provincial credit has been pledged to the
extent of more than $1,000,000, will wulti-;
mately become a burden upon the tax-
payers of the province, as the Central has.

Dominion Issues.

At a recent convention held in York
county, which did great credit to Mr.
Pugsley’s skill as a diplomat and tactician,
i he informed the electors assembled there
{ that they must vote to sustain the local
: government, because Mr. Hazen was a
. Conservative. There was a time not very
! long distant when Conservatives were not
| so distasteful to Mr. Pugsley. Your pres-;
jence in the chair tonight, Sir, and the

independent of the gevernment, who shall
have power to insist upon the accuracy and
honesty of accounts before they are paid.

4. The putting up of all public works ta
tender, and the giving of the contract ta
the lowest bidder.

5. The eutting off of all needless extrava-
gances in connection with the administra«
tion of the various departments and an
be paid out unless a proper voucher il{
first presented.

6. The repeal of the present highway
act and the enactment of a law which,
while mot diminishing the amount of pro-
vincial money given to the roads, shall
vest the management of the roads and the;
appointment of all officials in the county
councils.

7. The survey and valuation of oum
crown lands, so that the interests of the
province may be conserved, and the lum-
ber operators, both large and small, have
encouragement and fair and honest treat~
ment.

8. The inauguration of an agricultural
and immigration policy as well as the
promotion of the settling of our own
lands by our own people.

9. The improvement in quality and re«
duction in price of our school books, sa
that our people shall not bs robbed of
hundreds of thousands of dollars, but shall
get the best possible value for their
money.

10, The extension and encouragement of
local schools, so that every man in the
province who has a family may have an
opportunity to give his children an ele-
mentary education.

11. An increase in the provincial allow-
ance to school teachers,

12. The secrecy of the ballot, and an
honest carrying out of the election laws,
believing that every citizen of the prov-e
ince entitled to the franchise should be
free to vote as his conscience directs.

School Books.

I have referred in this to the question
of the price paid for the books in our
common schools. I will give one illustra-
tion, which is a fair specimen of the
whole, Before the advent of the Whitney
government in Ontario the price paid for
the fourth reader in that province was
forty cents. It is nmow being sold for
fifteen cents. A fourth reader comparable
with the one sold in Ontario for fiftesn
cents is eold in this province for fifty
cents.

In the legislature time and again Mr,

tion have called the attention of members
of the government to the fact that the
people of this province are paying more
than two prices for the books used in
the common schools; that those books are
not printed in our own province, and no

| (wi‘ilg:tele)?‘t.Jazltz f]‘:‘al.] S:ggvng)poi';glizu::: TGt el : Hish 6 aloth bridges for the state of Massachusetts; but - ts}?me ;iaistricgg ‘thihres.ideutt; prethe lto' presence about this festive board of other | New Brunswick laborers empioyed upon
‘i » ab. o find language in which to ¢ e ot i isting | y i xes in cash, in others in la-! . - .
e I iy the majority of the committee, consisting; pay bhexr o ! | gentlemen who, like yourself, were fighting | them; yet the government has entirely

J. W. Dumas, Grand Ance; Dr. L. J.
Bourque, Richibucto; Dr. D. V. Landry,
Kent county; W. B. Dickson, Albert; H.
W. Woods, A. R. Slipp, Queens; H. F.
Mcleod, John A. Young, Thos. Robison,

my thoughts, but tonight I find myself at
a loss for fitting words in which to ex-!
press my thanks for this splendid ban-!
quet with which®*my friends throughout
the province have honored me, and for

of government partizans,
“whitewashing” report.
During the investigation every
ment supporter and the government press
claimed that the action of the opposition

brought in a

l bor, ‘and the wishes of -the people of each
| district should be consulted. . That the

govern- | municipal couneils that impose and collect |

| the taxes should have no voice in their
! expenditure is indefensible and in viola-

! the Liberal battle when Dr. Pugsley was |
! doing his utmost to keep the Conserva-|
tives in power and prevent Sir Wilfrid |
Laurier from becoming premier of Canada, I
i shows that all the Liberals in New Bruns-

failed to take effeciive steps to remedy
this substantial grievance which comes
closely home to every citizen. (Hear
hear.)

For years the opposition have agitated

absolute rule that public money shall not| .

Hartt and other membets of the opposi- -

York; Donald Munro, Carleton; W. F. i R P ! i Y : : i I
Hathewsiy. Jiin £ Wilkan St Jebs; hu’Gﬂtllll‘lla;tlc"l(}‘lCnDUOll Wlthh which the was unpatriotic because the policy of the | tion of the principles of popular govern-| i/, Mo AT 1 e same view of the | L L o B poviensd
toast coupled|with my name has met. A government in entering into these con- | ment. situation as is taken by the minister of | allowance to school teachers. At the last

and the following: Col. D. McLeod Vince,
B. A. Macnab, E. A. Reilly, P. G. Ma-
honey, John A. Humble, Dr. B. M. Mul- |
lin, 8. A. McLeod, Geo. J. Colter, J. E.
Masters, O. M. Melaneon, W. A. Russell,
Geo. D. Prescott, Dr. S. C. Murray, I.
C. Prescott, Lewis H. Bliss, Geo. H. Burtt,
David Morgan, H. H. Cochran, Chas. Bur-
gess, Allan Price, Geo. Jones, Cudlip Mil-
ler, Jason A. Corey, J. W. Y. Smith, Dr.'
R. L. Boteford, Dr. L. H. Price, Dr. F. |

|

J. K. Flemming, M. P. P. |

banquet to any public man is a great

‘ compliment and 2 great honor to ths re-

cal administration was also required and
he thought no one, no matter of what
political party, could do otherwise than
admit the present policy of the local gov-
ernment was one of reckless extravagance
and waste.

He claimed the prosperity of the coun-|
try led to extravagance. It would not
be long before a gencral election and, he|

cipient, and that compliment and honor
are greatly enhanced tonight by the thor-
yughly representative character of the at-
iondance. Vol

It is in no sense of the word a local ra-

| presentation. While I am naturally grati-

fied by the fact that so many citizens of
St. John, where I have resided for the
past eighteen years and in which I have

' the investigation down

tracts without asking for tenders was for
the purpose of encouraging local industry
and building up a great bridge building in-
dustry in New Brunswick. The utter in-|
sincerity of this pretence was clearly
shown by the fact that from the time of
to the present
hour the government has not ventured to
enter into contracts for these bridges by |
private contract, but has been compelled |

The opposition, too, by prompt and
vigorous protest, prevented the passage tof
an act providing that succession duties
could be charged upon estates half the
value of those at present liable to the
tax. (Applause.)

Provincial Finances.

I do not propose tonight to make any |
lengthy remarks concerning the state of}

public works, whose connection with the | gession of the legislature something was
New Brunswick government was extreme-| done in this direction, but it is the hope
ly profitable, and who received from the|and belief of the opposition that more can
public ‘treasury for his own personal e done in the future. What has been
benefit amounts largely in excess of those  donpe is the result of opposition agitation.

‘| received: by any previous attorney genera].{ (Applause.)

I can. understand a man who has stood' T feel that I should not conclude my
for years by his party in adversity and |remarks tonight without making some re-
prosperity alike speaking with some show | ference to the next general elections and
of authority to his party friends, but it is| the state of preparedness in which the

to adopt the policy urged upon them by our provincial finances, as my friend, Mr.,

inconceivable that a great political party

! opposition party is at the present time.

J. White, J. Abrams, A. D. Murray,: _. ; e i ? 3 e i LA ¢ y

4 : " | said, he felt safe in the prediction that|borne, during that time, my share of the the opposition, and scouted as unwice until | Flomming, who has proved himself a very : : :
Alexander Burnett, A. B. Wilmot, “5% " e S e done Le Mine, T s e s ] i 7 gl | sheuld be influenced by the words of one  Some years ago it was determined to em-
Duff | whichever gentleman inaugurated reforms|burden of citizenship, are present, I am public opinion could no longer be de ed.] able financial critic, will, no doubt, have | w1, has been “everything by starts andf ploy an organizer, and I think that we

A. L. Duplisea, Geo. A. Perley, J. : > . A i p
Y " and surrounded himself with good advis-| equally proud of the fact that very many (Applause.) | something to eay on that subject. I will | yothing long,” and who performed the  were very fortunate in securing the ser.
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Mitchell, T. V. Monahan, J. K. Macaulay,
Dr. A. J. Murray, D. W. Mersereau, F‘
C. Taylor, E. C. Cole, W. F. Humphrey,l
Martin W. Freeze, Samuel Gordon, Lewis
A. Wright, J. E. Foster, Senator Wood,
Jas. Smith, Fred. Ryan, Frank Black, T.
d. Carter, E. J. Payson, Jas. A. Moore,
M. G. Siddall, Geo. Harris, A. A. Tread-
well, M. W. Doherty, H. B. Price, Wm.
Mecleod, Silas Hayward, Mr. Miller, Coun-
cillor Rogers, Capt. Weston, Rowland |
Moffatt, W.. A. Mott, Wm. Fownes, R.|
Carson, Geo. E. Balmain, 1. E. Sheasgreen,
A. D. Holyoke, W. 8. Sutton, E. K. Con-
nell, Dr. Thomas Walker, W. H. Thorne,
R. B. Emerson, M. E. Agar, N. P. Mec-
Leod, W. H. Harrison, L. P. D. Tilley, .
H. Pickett, J. R. Stone, J. B. M. Baxter,
H. D. Mclnerney, F. R. Fairweather, F.
MecCarthy, P. Grannan, J. G. Harrison, C.
F. Inches, E. T. €. Knowles, C. A. (lark,
Geo. Barnes, Fred. Miles, A. P. Hazepn,
J. A. Ewing, J. King Kelley, F. A. Dyke-
man, Geo. A. Blair, R. A. C. Brown, Dr.
A. W. MacRae, Geo. Belyea, Chas. Ting-
ley, Wm. Hawkes, S. S. deForest, Edward
Emery, C. Ledford, B. L. Gerow, J. ).
Price, W. B. Tennant, James Lewis, Wm.
lewis, E. W. Blipp, 8t. Clair McKiel,
Hartley Vanwart, Capt. Geo. Perry, Miles
Morell, Harry Sellen, R. J. Wilkins, Sam-
uel Drury, A. E. Prince, Robert Strain,
D. K. Hazen, A. L. Iwdge, Jonas Howe,
T, 8, Simms, A. L. Fowler, A. Thomas,
¥. M. 8clanders, Mr. Carswell, Thomas
Kickham, H. W: Robertson, J. E. Cowan,
W. D. Baskin, Wm. Emerson, H. €.
Smith, James McLennan, J. L. McGregor,
M. G. Teed, Thos. Bell, Thos.- Morrison,
Walter . Logan, Havelock Wilson, J. C.
Chesley, Dr. H. C. Wetmore, J. B. Hamm,
H. D. Forbes, A. R. Wetmore, W. 8.
 Clawson, Dr. 8. Alward, James Seaton,
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ers and administered the affairs of the
province with prudenc» would command |
the respect and the majority of the peo-
pe. It was setting up a high standard
but if asked to choose a man to fil¥ the
bill he would choose his friend, Mr.
Hazen. (Cheers.)

In closing, Senator Wood expressed the
hope that before long they might all have
the pleasure of seeing Mr., Hazen at the
head of affairs.

R. B. Emerson, the vice-chairman, pro-
posed the toast of His Honor the Lizu-
tenant-Governor.

G. W. Fowler.

G. W: Fowler, M. P., on rising to re-
spond, was greeted with tremendous:
cheering and cries of ‘“He’s all right,”
“What did you do in Colchester?’ In
his opening remarks Mr. Fowler raid: The
lieutenant-governor would be gratified to
know that the toast of his health had
been received with euch tremendous,
cheering (laughter) and to feel that he|
had achieved such wonderful popularity in
the short time he had held the ofiice. It
was strange what a difference a few hours
made, or a faw months. Not long ago
the toast of Hon. Mr. Tweedie's health
would probably have been received with
(T.aughter).

His honor had proved himself a digni-
fied and courteous gentleman since ha act
cepted his high position, but he must
have soon learned how little a lieutenant-
governor had to do and how little effect
he had on the affairs of tn2 country. (Re-
newed laughter). 4

“Speaking of what a difference a' few
hours make,* vontinued Mr. Fowler., “the
stormy atmosphere of theé house of com-

gentlemen from other constituencies have
come long distances to be present on this
occasion.

Whil: eome may have been influenced
in doing so by personal feelings of good
will towards me 1 may fairly say that I
am justified in regarding this great de-
monstration as much more than a person-
al tribute and” as an expression of desire
on the part of those preeent to mark|
their appreciation of the work which,’
during the past five sessions, the opposi-
tion of which I am a member, has done
in the interest of New Brunswick in and
out of the legislature.

I am delighted to see herz tonight all
of the members of the opposition party in'
the legislature and to have the opportun-
ity before this distinguished assembly of
bearing testimony to the loyal support
which they have always freely and cheer-
fully accorded me and to the ability, in-
dustry and patriotism which has char-|
acterized their work in the legislature. I
fairly claim that this tribute to-
1t is as much to my friends in the
slature as to myself, for without their
valued aid and assistance I could have ac-
complished but little. |

Had Premier Hobinson been surround-'
ed by such men he would not have had
to hawk the office of attorney general
about the province for 153 days and then
appoint a gentleman who was not a mem-
ber of the legislature. (Applause.)

The Course of the Opposition.
It may not be inappropriate tonight,|
Mr, Chairman, that I should

Jength refer to the course’ of the opposi-;
tion in the legislature while I have been |

may

Many idges have been built since | : - i ’ n
Many steel bridges have been built since | content myself, however, with saying that | feat never equaled by any other political ! G . nbewi whe i devoted

then, so it will be seen that by making | when I entered the legislature in 1899 the |
| the charges and pressing them to an in- |

vestigation, the opposition was instrument-

| public debt of the province was, accord-
| ing to tha auditor general’s report, $3,198,-

 lightning change artist of belonging to
| three political parties in about as many
{months. (Laughter and applause.)

al in bringing about a reform that has had | g59.31, while, according to the same re:| =Tt was when he was masquerading as an |

the effect of saving thousands upon thou-
¢ands of dollars to the people of New
Brunswick.
The Highway Act.

The opposition may not possess con-
structive ability, but it has certainly un-

derstood the needs of the country with
respect to its highways much.better than

| the members of the government and their

supporters in the legislature. There is no
subject of more vital importance to the
people of this, or any other country, than
the condition of the roads. Good roads
are a necessity to-all, and are the best as-
set which a country can possess. Without
them the business of the farmer, the lum-
berman and of every producer in the
country is seriously handicapped and the
prosperity of the country and the value
of its real estate are sadly interfered with.
1t is, therefore, to the everlasting disgrace
and discredit of the government that has
controlled the legislation of this province
for nearly a quarter of a century, that the
roads are not nearly so good as they were
when it came into power, and are very
much worse than they were three years
ago.

The only result of the Highway Act has

| heen to give the province the worst roads

in its history, and to cause the waste of
much public money. It must not be for-

gotten that the act has been lauded by |
at some members of the government and legislature |

and the press supporting them as a great
triumph of constructive statesmanship.

| port, daid before the legislature at its last | independent candidate that he declared he|
| session, it was $5,216,510.39, an increase of had no confidence in Sir Wilfriq Laurier, |

| over $2,000,000 in eight years.

In 1898 we paid in interest, not charge-|his warmest admirers. The minister of pub-|

abla to special funds, $126,505.96. In 1906
| this amount had increased to $161,304.03,
while the total interest charges for the
year amounted to $212,733.76, a very con-

|and a few months afterwards was one of

'lic works, however, has throughout his
| political career, been true to one principle,
and that is to never wander very far from
{the flesh pots and the side where the

himself to this work so faithfully as Mr.
Hubbard has done. The result of that or-
ganization is that we are in a greater
state of preparedness for an election than
any opposition party has been since I
have taken any interest in political af-
fairs. (Cheers.)

We have our tickets selected in eight
. constituencies. Arrangements are being
| made for holding conventions in Char-
lotte, Kings and’ Victoria, and ourf friends
!in Northumberland and the other counties

siderable portion of the total revenue of]oaves and fishes of office are to be found. | are prepared to put their tickets in the

| the province.
In a speech which I made at Bathurst
some months ago I made the statement
that the debt and liabilities of the prov-
ince amounted to the sum of not less than
$8,000,000, In making this statement. de-
] spite what has been said to the contrary,
| T was well within the mark, for they ac-
! tually amount to a sum in excess of $9,000,-
1 000. When the debt and liabilities of the
| province increase so enormously and by
| such leaps and bounds, most of the money
being spent in enterprises which do not
‘give any adequate return and in many
cases no return at all to the provincial
| treasury, is it any wonder that difficulty
' has been found during the lagt few years
; in disposing of the provincial debentures
| on terms that are satisfactory, and that
| the government has been forced to make
temporary loans at high rates of interest?

| (Applause.)

| The Audit Act,

One great weakness in our financial sys-
tem is the lack of a proper audit act vest-
1ing the auditor-general with independent

a member of it. At the general election At the opening of the legislature this powers and making him something more

Wanted the Turkey.
}
| His politics have been of the character

i of the third negronin Abraham Lincoln’s

| anecdote. Walking one day in Washing-

| ton, the president met three negroes and

would give him the best reason for being

| a Republican. The first said, “I am a Re-!

| publican because it is the best party.” The
second said, “I am a Republican because
| that party emancipated the slaves.” The
i third answered, ”I am a Republican be-
| cause I want that turkey.” (Laughter.)
Why should the electors of this province
vote for a government which they believe
has been too long in power and is un-
worthy of their confidence? Because I am
{a member of the Conservative party of
Canada, I am glad to be able to say that
I have associated with me in the fight we
are making for good government, many
staunch Liberals of the type of my friend
John Morrisey, who refuse to be driven
from what they regard as the right course
by the party whip held in the hands of
the minister of public works. Our policy

SRS

loﬁ'ered to give a turkey to the one who,
|

is to govern the country according to 1',hel

lﬁeld just so soon as it is clear that a

general election is going to take place. 1
| have during the past summer visited every
' county in New Brunswick, addressed meet-
ings in most of them and discussed the
political situation with our friends. While
I know the uncertainties of elections and
have run too many to take too optimistic
ta view of the situation, yet I have no

hesitation in assuring my friends that the
' sentiment of the province today is over-
whelmingly opposed to giving a new lease
of power to the party which has: already
had power in this province for nearly a
quarter of .a century. The people believe
it is time for a change. (Renewed cheer-
ing.)

In speeches which I have made in other
parts of the province I have stated that
I believed the opposition could reasonably
hope .to carry at least thirty seats. Our
friends, however, throughout the country,

mendous public sentiment which exists
today in the province in favor of the op-
position and against the government. The
fight is not yet won, and hard and consist-

(Continued on page 7, fourth colummn.)
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must not rely too strongly upon the tre-.




