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THE BRIDGE MATTER.

£ The bridge matter ous of which the
opposition are trying tocreate a political
issue In & very simple one, and can be
disposed of in & very fow words. When
the government began to bnild ateel
bridges they invited tenders for their
construction, and contracts were award.
ed for three bridges—one to the Cans.
! dlln Bridge Oomgmy for the bridge at
Hampton et seven-and-a-half ronts 8
pound and two to the 5 1nion Bridye

“Oonipany fﬂ the Balisbury asd Tromt
Oreek bridgea at six cent: and seven
ecents respectively. Nome of theme

.. bridges proved satisfactory so the gov-
ernment, desirous of encoursging native
industries, obtained the bridges they
have since built from the Record Foun-
dry, which bought a plant enitable for
bridge work.. They have paid this com-
pany a smaller price than wae paid for
either the Hampton or the Tront Creek
bridge and they have got good bridges,
much nkéﬂor to those furnished by the
Montreal concerns. Now these outside
eoncerns, which charged higher prices
for their work than the Record Com-
pany, are declaring that they can build
bridges for halt the price they formerly

; demanded. 'And the opposition is as-

sisting them in & vain attempt to de-

{ stroy our New Brunewick Bridge Works.

We have seen some of our

native  industries  destroyed in
former times by Montreal competition,
such, for instance, &s our boot and shoe

{Iactories, which once employed many

! hundreds of people. We have also seen

_ the Montreal cotton lords trying to close
-our Bt, John cotioa mills and twrn the

E men and women who work there on the

§ street, but solong e the present provin-

cial government is in power no siop-

; made Montreal bridges will be allowed

£ $0 come into this .province to displace

-native work. This government ix stand-

ing up forthe rights of our own New

Brunswick working men, and in this

-they have the support of every trne New

Brungwicker.
R s T T

THE OONTEST IN CHARLOITE.

The card which has been issued by
'the four opposition candidates in Char-

lotte county is more smausing than any-
; 'thing in comic opera, comsidering that
; two of the men who sign their namea to
; it have been supporters of thﬂ provincial
i government ever since 18831 When we
f remember that Megsrs, Chipman end
i Clarke vigorcusly supported the govers-
- ment of Mr. Elair, Mr, Mitchell and Mr.
Emmerson down to the time of the
Moncten convention in J aly last, that is
40 say for a period of more than fifteen
years, what are we to think of the follow-

ing which appears in their card ?

Bince esnfederation the province has
been governed by administrations which
have received the support of electors
without regard to party principles, and
-ome resslt of this has been fo deprive us
of the safeguards which s fall measure
of responsible government places in the
hands of the people; and, as a& conse-
quence, we have had large and unneces-
sary ineveases in the public debt and

expendijare, misappropriation of the
public foxds for the advancement of pr.-
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| sensation in the Conservative convention
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YHE AEMI-WEBKLY TELEGRAPH | exposures have revealed, and the per.

petaation of administrations which have
existed contrary to the wish of the elec-
fors as expressed at the polls. We are

tend to the welfare of the people; and
we appeal fo you on a platform which
has as ita first plank a faller recognition
of the principle of responsible govern-
ment than is pnow manifest in the con-
daet of public affaire, 8o that at all times,
without the possibility of defeat by deal
or coalition, the will of the people may
prevail.

In the above declaration Messrs,
Chipman and Clarke boldly repudiate
the opinions with regard to provincial
politics which they have been holding
for the past fifteen years. They have
been all wrong it appears for half s gen-
eration,and they never found, it ont until
the Moncton convention ordered them
to oppose the government. They then
discovered that an enormous debt had
been piled upon the province, and that
'| the government had been extravagant.
They wind up with a deliberate insult
fo the memory of the late Hon. James
Mitchell, who represented Charlotte in
the legislature for so many years. They
aay:—

‘We shall en”eavor to give Charlotte a

uance | better and more energetic reprerentation

in the house of aseembly than the county
has heretofore enjoyed, in order that an
adequate recognition of our require-
ments in the way of sabsidies for steam
service, proper wharf accommodations
slorg our shores and dwe attention to the
construction and repair of roads and
bridges may be secured.

Mr Mitchell was elected a representa.
tive of the county of Charlotte in 1882
and he was & member of the provineial
government from 1883 until his death in
December 1897. Mr Mitchell filled the
offices of Burveyor General, Provincial
Becretary and Attorney General and
Premier, receiving during the whole of
that period the support of Messrs Chip-
man snd Clarke, yet now they fell the
people of Charlotte that Mr Mitchell was
not & good and energetic representative
of that constituency. They then, afte:
denouncing the increase in the provincial
debt, deciare that Charlotte will demand
more public money for steam eubsidies,
wharf building and bridges. We are
inclined fo think that the friends of the
Iate Hon. James Mitchell wiil not reat
under this insult to the memory of their
departed leader. With regard to the
debt of the province, it is no harm to
remird the electors of Charlotte ihat
$413,000 of it went to subsidize the Shore
Line railway, most of which les in
Charlotte County,

e e )
DR. SILAS ALWARD.

Dr. Alward seems to have been in
great form when he made his speech at
the oppoeition county convention on
Monday evening. He told his hearers
that “after six!een years of the Blair re-
gime we have a debt of over three mil-
lion dollars as againet one million dollars
when Blair and bis men took office, The
interest charge was $60,000; now it is
$130,000. What does this show? Extrav-
agance and corruption.” Dr. Alward put
the question and answered it himself, He
eaid it was a proof of extravazance and
corruption for the provincial government
to add $2,000,000 to the debt and-$70,000
to the interest in sixteen years. What
would the learned doctor have said if
the provincial government had added
not a palfry $2,000,000, but & splendid
$7,000,000 to the burthen of the province
in nine years. Are there any words that
he could have found in Barke
sufficiently atrong to express
his outraged feelings? But that
is what the government of which
Mr. Foater was & member did. In 1880
the debt of Canada was $152,451,000; in
1896 it was $258,497,000. The increase
in pixteen years was $106,046,000, and
New Brunswick is responsible for one
fitteenth of that sum or $7,070,000. What
has Dr. Alward to say to this?
Absgolately nothing. Although he
thundered against the late government
on many platforms and even published
phamphlets against them, he has taken
back all the abuse he lavished on them
and declared himselt {o be a slanderer.
How great must be the contempt which
Mr, Foster feels for Alward and Stockton
who have divested themselves of their
principles and crawled in the dirt before
him?

One of Dr. Alward’s most witty re-
marks was in response to an interruption
by Dr. Gilchrist who said the provincial
government had taxed even the dogs.
The sprightly Silas at once replied:
“Yes, and they will go to the dogs.” It
iz needless to say that this exceed-
ingly witty remark created a profound

and caused much laughter. We wish
we could be guite certain that it was
entirely spontaneous, and that Dr,
Gilchrist had not been coached to make
that remark at that particular time.
However, accepting it as the freshly
coined product of Dr. Alward’s brain,
we have no doubt that the canine illug-
tration came quite ready to his longue,
for in his time he has seen many o! his
speculative enterprises and a large

asgortment of his political hopes go to
the dogs.
Dr. Alward complained that some of
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our dra

satiefied that such conditions do mnot

rope the exact sections required by him.
Bome time ago I wrote to the late super-
intendent of the bridge company on this
ver
encloge, will give you some idea of the
cost of manufacture in the shop,
member the shop cos’ of the bridge in
question excceded the estimated cost by
30 per cent, and this was due to our be-
ing at the mercy of the inspector, who
we understood 'had strict orders from
the engineer as to his me'thod of inspec-
tion. Ouar erection forenian also com-
plained about the expense the inspector
put him

the government papers had been abus

he is now in alliance.

are the persons

school when he was only eight years old
This sta‘ement

quotes the statement made by Dr. Al-
ward himself in his petition fo the Bar-
risters’ Society when he was about to
begin the study of the law, that moble
profession of which he is so distingnish-
ed an orpament. That petition was
dated the 10th Qct., 1860, and the mate
rial part of it is as follows:—

That your petitioner is desirous of
entering as a student at 1aw in the offise
of George Q. Gilbert jr.,; that your peti.
tioner is twen‘y-four years of sge, &ad
was born in the parish of Brunawick !n
Queens county, in this province, ani
your petitioner is 8 resident of the city
of8t. John, That your petitioner was
educated at Acadia College in the prov-
ince of Nova Bootia and youwr pommn
is prepared to undergo an examination
in the English and -Latin languages,
mathematics, geography and history.

If the etatements contained in the
above quoted document are correct Dr.
Alward must have been fourteen years
old when he began to teach school, so
that some of, the credit we have been
giving to him for exireme precocity is
necessarily lost. Still, it is & remark.
able proof of the early vigor of his intel
lect that he was able to teach school
when only fourteen years old. We need
not stop to inquire how the date of his
birth happened to be changed from 1836
fo 1842, but possibly thatand other mys-
teries will be explained later.

THE BRIDGE QUESTION.

The people of this province probably
are becoming aware of the “true inward-
nees” of the attacks .that have been
made by the oppogition on the govern-
ment because they are havirg their
steel bridges built at Moncton and not
at Montreal. All thig cry about the
price of our home made bridges being
too high comes from @ few disappointed
bridge buildersin other parts of Canads,
aided and abetted by the few politicians
out of work who hape te float into office
on the rain of cur native
induastries. The government fried these
outsids bridge builders and found them
wanting, 8o that it became impossible to
deal with them farther. The Hampton
bridge, which was built by the Can-
adian Bridge and Ironm Company, Mon-
treal, at a higher cost than that charged
by the New Brunswick builders oi the
bridges they built, was 80 weak that it
required important repairs within one
year from the time of its erection. The
price paid for this bridge was seven srd
a half cents a pound,yet notwithstanding
this high cost the bridge did not come
up to the requirements of a permanent
structure. This same company which
built the Hampton bridge also built the
bridge at Woodstock and loat $4,000 on
it, instead of making $4,000, as they ex-
pected. Why did they lose this large
sum of money on & work which they had
obtained by temder? The reason was
that the government compeiled them to
build the bridge according to specifica-
tion and to carry out their contract to the
letter. The government inspector
watched the work so clogely that they
could not slight it. The secretary tress-
urer of the Canadian Iron and Bridge
Co., in & letter wriiten to Mr, C. W. Rob.
inson, M. P. P., says:— :

The Canadian Bridge and Iron Com-
pany made a loes of some $4,000 or $5,000
upon the Woodstock bridge contract,
whereas at our contract price we should
have made about $4,000. The cause of
our loss was the determination of the
government engineer to- make us carry
out the specification to the letter. By
this I do not mean that we on
turning ont bad work, but we certainly
did figure on some leev:{. You may
not be aware that the bridge builders
were for a time entirely at the mercy of
the Enropean manufacturers. No de-
liveries were guaranteed, and the bridge
builder had to take whatever sections of
iron and steel the mills were turning
out. Bridge engineers understood
this, and consequently allowed
the builders to make changes in
plans, providing, of course,for sections
of equal strength to those specified, Mr
Wetmore, however, would not allow us
to make any change and we had to buy
in the United States at & very high price
much of the material for the Woodstock
bridge because we could not get in En-

aubject, and his reply, which I

Ire-

to.
Here is & nice confession for & repu-

fable corporation fo make, They can

ing him, but we have mnot observed any-
thing of that kind in the press which
supports the provincial administration.
If Dr. Alward will meke carefal inquiry
he will learn that the hardest things
that have been gaid abont him have
been uttered by the persons with whom
Why should the
government or its friends abuse Dr.
Alward? He never did them any harm,
The only persons whom he has injured
whose cause he
happened to be espousing. BSo far as
TaE TxLxerAPH is concerned, we felt that
we were paying him a high compliment
when we stated that he was teaching

was based on the
sssumption that the dateof Dr. Alward’s
birth was that given in the Parliament-
ary Companion, viz April 14th, 1842, A
correspondent, however, writes to inform
us that this date is wrong and that Dy,
Alward was bom mot in 1842, bat
in 1836. In proofo! this assertion, which
would otherwise appear incredible, he

if there is an inspsctor who ‘compel
lose money. It is clear from this tha

the habit of tendering for bridge con

wick industries.
THE PROVINOCIAL DHBT.

provincial debt being increased since

ter the other day,but the facts are worth
repeating. For this debt the province
obtained no less than fourteen different
lines of railway which were constructed
by the aid of subsidies granted by the
province and for which bonde were
issned. Between 1884 and 1897 incla-
sive, bonde were iesued in aid of these
lines of railway a» follows:—

New Brunsw'ck and PE I rallway..$ 71,000
Caraquet rallway........ cereisnees 180,000

Cavada Eastern railway. ... D 319500
Black Brook and Nelson .......c...... 23,500
utr:ﬁnis. Richibucto and Buctouche

WA iccocavscvonsvssinsint siipess

Moncton and‘Buctouche railw:

A lbert =outhern...... e
Central rallWayY ...coce-ee.0ues o0 .
St. John Railway and Bridge Co ...
TemiscounatarallWay.....coo0veeenesns
Tobique Valley rallway.....cc.oeesee
81, stephen and Milltown railway. .
Gulf Shore rallway...........e00e

The sbove expenditure, as we stated
before, gave New Brunswick about 500
miles of railway traversing no less than
10 counties, viz: Madawasks, Gloucester,
York, Queens, Northumberland, Kent,
Westmorland, Albert, Kings and 8t.
John. Inaddition tothis the maguificent
Woodstock bridge was built at & cost of
$150,000; permanent bridges of steel cost-
ing $375,000 were constructed in various
partsof the province, and the floating
debt of $250,000 left by the government
which preceded that of Mr. Blair was re-
fired by & bond issue of that amount
Thue the increase of the debt of New
Brunswick is accounted for, and itsre-
eults are with us still in the shape of
usefal railways, splendid bridges and
permanent public worke.

TR e S IR
A QUESTION OF EXPENDITURE.

The Halifax ﬁhro_nl—t;le and Herald are
engaged in & controversy over the ques-
tion of dominion expenditure, and the
conduct ot the latter paper with respect
to this matter is a notable illustration of
the manner in which the Conservative
pap:rs deal with questions of fact:—

The feeble-minded Chronicle continues
to grow msre feeble-minded. Oa Wednés-
day it declared that Sir Charles Tupper
had, before the genersl election of 1878,
“pledged himselt and the fory party
that if returned to power they would
govern the counfry efficiently for
$22 500,000—$1,000,000 a year less than
was expended i)y the Mackenzie
government.” It also said this alleged
pledge “and Tilley’s too” could be found
“in the Herald of September, 1878 Im-
formed that no such pledge was made,
and that no such pledge could be found
“in the Herald of September, 1878,” the
foolish organ attempta to make good ita
allegation by producing two quotations
from speeches of Bir Charles Tupper,
which do not to the slightest extent sup.
port its atatement.

We did not think that any man in the
maritime provintes would venture fo
deny that Mr, Tilley stated n a epsech
delivered prior to the election of 1878 that
the expenditure of the gqvernment of
Csanada ought not to excead $22,600,000 a
year. The expenditure for the fiscal
year 1876-77, under the Mackenzie gov-
ernment, wes $23519301; and for the
fiscal year 1877.78 it was $23,503,158,
This, Mr. Tijley said, was too much for
Canada to spend, and if he became
finance minister he would reduce the
annual expenditure $22500,000. The
speech in which this statement was
made was delivered in the Mechanics’
Institute in July, 1878, and will be found
fally reported in Tex TxLEGRAPH, and
also in the first issme of the 8t.
John B8un, which appeared a few
days “after the speech was made.
It was extensively circulated as
campsaign document and accepted as a
proof of the economy that wounld prevail
under a Conservative government. The
Conservatives who are now lustily de-
nying that such a speech was ever made
were very proud of it at the time.

Mr. Tilley no doubt thought he
could carry out the promise
contained in ~this espeech, but he

found himeelf woefully deceived. In
the fiscal yewr 1878.79,’the firat year of
the ,new Consorvative government, the
expenditure instead of falling to $22.
500,000, as had been promised, rose to
$24 455,381, This was almost a mwillion
dollars more than the Liberals
had been ®pendirng when (they were
denounced for their extravagance. In
1879-80 the expenditure was $24,850,634;
in 1880-81 it was $25502,564; in 1881-82
it leaped up to $27,067,103; in 1882-3 it
reached $28,730,167, In 1883-4 the ex:
penditure rose fo $31,107,706, and in
1884-) it made a farther jump and ate

make money on the bridges they build
if they are not subject to inspection, but

them to carry out the specifications they
these outside bridge companies are in

struction at a lower price than the work
can be done for, relying on being per-
mitted by the inspector to substitate other
material and different parts !from what
the specification called for, In this <8y
any attempt on the part of New Bruns-
wick bridge builders, who intend to
carry out their contract to the letter, to
compete with the upper province con-
cerns, would be defeated, and our pro-
vincial bridge works wounld have to be
closed for lack of swpport. Premier
Emmerson has prevented this, aad has
thereby earned the gratitude of every
person who is interested in New Bruns-

When Dr.Btockton talks sboat the

1884, he forgets to tell his hearers what
New Brunswick has obtained to repre-
sent it. We made mention of this mat-
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tained a total of $35 037,060. Mz, Tilley,
who had promised to limit the
expenditure of Canada was finance min
ister during all theze years, yet instead
of reducing it he had increased it in
seven years by $11,500,000,0r an average
of $1,640,000 8 year. We challenge the
Herald to demy or to cxplsin away

t

these figures.

NOTE AND COMMBENT.

pariy

Mr, P. 8. Archibald, the dismissed
chief engineer of the Infercolonial, is
threatening Premier Emmerson with
criminal libel, because of some reference
in the premier’s speech fo him. It is
quite likely that Mr. Archibald will get
all the law he wants before his criminal
libel suit is ended.

The Sun is doing & good desl of whistl-
ing just now to keep up its own courage
and that of its friends. It telle its read-
ers that the people of Kings are waking
up to the fact that the government is on
the run. This is a queer story to tell to
a county which Mr, Geo. E. Foster had
to fly from in 1896, and which gave the
provincial government candidates large
msjorities in 1895 in spite of Mr. Foster’s
best efforts.

The Sun ssys of Dr, Morrison, who is
running for Kings, that he is “rapidly
making the acquaintance of the electors.
He speaks well, is aggressive, well in-
formed, and proves to be a good personal
canvasser. Thoungh not & resident of the
county, it is evident that he will poll the
fall strength of the ticket.” Why was
guch a good man allowed fo go to Kings,
where he is now known ag “Pancake
Morrison.”

It will now be inorder for the Mon-
treal bridge companies to explain why
they charged the governmentof New
Brunswick seven and & half and seven
cents for their inferior bridges when
they now declare that they can furnish
bridges for half these sums. It cannot
be becanse the price of steel;has fallen,
becauge their great champion, Archi.
bald, says that bridge material is higher
now than it has been for three years,

Mr. Peter 8. Archibald’s statement
that he eompelled the Moncton Trans-
cript to make a public apology for re-
terring to the “shingles” incident in Mr.
Archibald’s career is flatly contradicted
by that paper. The Transcript now re-
vives that matter by publishing the ex
fract from Hon. Mr. Blair’s speech in
the house of commons in which it is re-
ferred to, and the evidence in regard to
the ‘‘shingles” takenm before Commis-
sioner Wileon, Mr. Archibald’s own evi-
dence .shows that he issued passes for
election purpoees, without having any
authority to do so.

1t wounld be intereeling to learn how
much the foreign bridge companies
which wish to destroy our New Bruns-
wick bridge works are paying into the
opposition campaign fund. It would be
an excellent investment for them to pay
& large sum if they thereby could make
Dr. 8tockton premier, for he would give
them all the bridge work at their own
prices and then they would have that
“leeway” which they think they are
entitled to and would not be troubled by
inspectors on heha!f of the government
fo see tzat their work was done accord-
ing to contract.

Mr. George W. Fowler, who is now an
opposition candidate, is trying to ex-
plain to the electors of Kings why he
turned against tho governmen! sfier
supporting them to the end of last ses-
sion and up fo the time of the Moncton
convention., He says that he is firss,
last and always a Conservative, and
that when hie party declared against the
government he loliowed the decision of
the party, He tbus admite that at the
demand of ais party he condemned those
acts of the government which before he
had heartily approved. The eflact of
this admission is to show that Mr. Geo.
'W. Fowler is not a man but a marion-
ette, who is worked by wires pulled by
Mzr, George E. Foster and others.

The Moncton Transcript says that the
Hon, Pagcal Poirier is proceeding sgainat
Mr.J, L. Black, of Backville, for libel,
claiming $10,000 damages. Mr. Black
made statements in the Times’ 1eport of
a farmera’ meeting in Sackville about
flour ground from New Brunswick wheat
af SBenator Poirier’s mill, which the Iatter
gentleman claims to be libellowus and
prejudicial to the growth of an import-
ant local industry. Mr. Black is father
of Mr, Frank Black, one of the opposition
candidates for Westmorland. The
Sackville Poat, under a scare heading
begs the people of Westmorland to vote
againet the government because of their
wheat policy. Messra. Black and Mc.
Cready are evidently of theopinion that

“Down with native industries” is the
motto of the provincial opposition, and
the fact that they are going to the elec-
tors on such a cry is the best proof that
could be had of the unfitness of Dr.
Btockton for the position .of leader of &

The opposition in Northumberlsnd
have at last got & ticket in the field on
which we regret to see the name of shat
able yachtsman Commodore Stewart,
the owner of the Orians. Mr. Donald
Morrison, who was at the foot of ‘the poll
in the election of 1895, heads the ticket,
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against New Brunswick wheat. The
farmers of this province will be able to
judge of the truthfulness of the opposi-
tion charges sgainst the government, by
the test furnished by Black and Mc-
Cready in their denmunciations of New
Brunswick wheat. -

The Moncton Transcript, which is cone
ducting a very vigorous campaign for the
provincial government, pays its respects
to the editor of the Sun in the following
fashion:

How have the mighty fallen. It ap-
pears that Editor Scott of the Bt John
Sun i» an opportunist and a wobbler.

Mr McKeown on accepting the govern-

ment nomination in 8t John said: “At
the college where I had been there were
only two Liberals in the clas:, 8 D Scott,
the present editor of the Sun, and my.
self. Mr Scott was a Liberal hut was
brought over by a seat in the oditorial
sanctum of the Halifax Herald, from
which he graduated to the San office.”

Mr Soott has now an opportunity of
explsining why, when or how he came
to flop over to the Conservative side.
What mighty caus» moved him fo be-
come what he calls an cpportanist? A
full account of this transaction will now
be inorder.

The Bun of Tuesday contained no
intimation whatever of the terribly hard
work some leading members of the op-
position had to induce Messrs. Carsou
and Dean fo run for the county. The
Bun’s report made it appear that these
men were unanimously nmominated, and
that they at once accepted. The fact
was that four persons were put in nom-
ination, Messrs. Deanm, Carson, Mac-
Rae and Mosher, and €two bal-
lots were faken, at the first of which
My, Carson was gelected, he :ecsiving
28 votews, while Meesrs Macrae and Dean
got 18 euch, and Mr. Mosher only three.
A second ballot gave Dean 22 votes to
MacRse’s 18, Then Mesars, Carson and
Dean declined to run, and it took am
hour o! hard work to induce them to
chazge their minds. As they were in &
manner coerced into taking ap the bur-
then of tbe opponition, they may again
change their minds befors nomination
day.
Mr. Archibald, in his open letter,
makes many bold challeages in regard
to the bridges bullt by the government,
and seema very anxious that some one
shall take notica of him. His anxiety
that our bridges should be built outside
of the province and not at Moncton, is
touching, but we fear that it will not find
a response in many New Brunswick
hesrts. The people of this provines are
quite capable of building their own steel
bridges, and while the present govern:
ment is in powsr they will be allowed te
Jo it. When Dr. Stockton 3ecomes
premier, which will be about the time of
the Greek Kalends, onr bridges will
probably be built by the Montreal firm
that wanted a little “ieeway’ fn connex-
ion with the Woodstock bridge and lost
$4,000 on their contract, because the
government inspector compelied, them
to build that bridge aecording to specifi-
cation.

P obate Court.

The will of the late Thomas H.Mec-
Alpine has been admitted o probate and
lottera testementary gramted tc his
wid~w. The estate consists of. $1,500

it is & wicked thing to grow wheat in
this province. Political spite never went
farther tham it has in this opposition cry

personal property and is all [eft to Mrs,
MoAlpine. Mesers. Bustin & Porter,
proctorn.
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