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Alexander McLaren, was born in Glasgow on the 11th
of February, 1826. His father, a shrewd, devout, upright
Scotchman, was the pastor of a Baptist church in that
city, but, as is ‘usual among the “Scotch Baptists,” his
whole time was not given to the church, bnt hie was also
engaged im business. His son was taught from his egrli-

est days'to regard  personial religion asthe one great real- .

ity of life; and at the'age of eleven, on '8 profession of
faith, he Was baptized. He attended the high school of
hisnative’ city, and Both there and atits university ac-
quitted himself with distinction ; but he was still quite
yotng when his family removed to London.  *

eyes that pierce and shine and seem to compass everybody
and everything lu their quick, lightening glasice; or of
the  strangely magnetic voice,~but in vain, We may
describe his preaching as ‘logic on fire,” or say that his
words thrill like electricity; that hespeaks like one wholly
possessed by his theme, or that the speaker'sfouf ensembie
gives onie the best idea possible of etherealized matter, of
spitit overpowering matter,—~but all fails, The man
must be seen and heard to be understood.” -

Dr. McLaren's first vol of (“sé
Preachied in' Manchester’) was published in 1860, the
second series in 1869, and these have passed through many
editions. . Many volumes have followed since; all'reaching
that high standard of intellectual grasp, beauty of lan-
guage, and deep spirituality which he has taught his

ders to

Soon after, he applied for admission to the Bapti
College, then at Stepiey. His appearance was 8o youth-
ful, when tre presented himself before the committee, that
they had 'difficklty in belleving he was the “Mr. Me-
Laren’ whom they had resolved to see first, as the writ.
er of a remarkable paper that had-gained their unquati-
fied approval, - g

Theryoungest of the family by five-or six years, he had
no playmate at home.  This circumstances told oft him
as & boy, making it satural for him to find cotnpanion-
ship in books ; and this early acquived loveof reading
led to those babits of systematic study to which he has

steadily adhered through his whole career. Before he hiad

completed his twentieth year he had taken the degree of
Bachelor of Arts at London University, and had been

chosen as ininister by the Baptist church worsliping in
. Portland Chapel, SBouthampton,

When he entered on Ms work, the chureh was by no
means in'a flourishing condition, and the membership
was very saull ; but after he begun his ministry the num.
‘bers gradually incressed. Fle wirked hard, attended to
every branch of church work, and desiring to ralss the
standurd of Busiday-school teaching, he formed a cluss for
tenchers, which he himeelf taught. Por twelve yours he
remained at his post, notwithstanding many temptations
to leave it. Hia repatation as & powerfil preacher grow,
men of influehiee gathered around him, and his services
were increasingly in requost for ' ‘special occastons.”” Put
he avolded dissipation of energy  be rarely left e own
pilpit, and euch sermisn preashed thees wan the result of
eatnest study, ; ¢

Tn 1888 b went to pPreadh e # Uslon

Chapel, Oxford Road, Masebestes wnte of which
. was yagant, At the dloss of ihe

cons arranged for & ohmech
Monday evening, and before hient
an enthusiestic vall was st bl Thers e heslte
tion in socepting it. Twelve years hud Sownd bim in of.
fection to his people, and i was hard to wnobangs the
beauty of the sunny sowth, ln which he delighted, for
grimy Laneashire, But he conld wot wide thls invi-
tation a4 he had dose forwer anas | i€ wak Crod's call,
On, the first Bunday in. July, t8s8, Mr. MeLaren began
the ate which sontinges to this day, and which has
the naine “Me Mahchester''  known
throughout Christendom. He took roof in Manchester
from the first, Crowds 84 not go to hwar him as they go
to w merely “‘popular'’ preacher, but edrnest men and
wotnen came, recoguized him as o teacher, and remained,
After some years, to sccommodate the ever-increasing
; , & handsome new chapel was bulit, with
large Jecturs hell and wumerous claserooma. The old
name; however, of Union Chapel, was retained. Gradu-
ally his name became a tower of strangth to any cause
with which be identified himaelf. - .
Through Dr, MeLaren's whole career { the University of
B in 1877, - éonferred upon him the bovorary

degree of Dottor of Divinity), his services have been

desired by the leaders of good work in Manchester
and far beyond it; but, while anwious to help schemen for
social and moral improvensent, he has firmly held thet for
& minister the secret of suceess is “that he should concen-
trate Bin latallectusl foroe on the one work of "
When e does appear on the platform uum
ally recelyed, e has never allowed his prople to expect
M‘mmpmn&uwm;nam
his collengute; the Rev, J. E. Roberta, M. A., B. D., relieves
him almost enticely from that brauch of the work, He
rather avoids soclety, and yet, when induced to enter it,
no trace remains of unwillingness, far less unfitness to
take a leading part. Tn the social circle, his look, his

voice, his whole bearing, are as “‘magnetic” aq in the -

wlpit, e :
. 'l‘l::ﬂo a deep veln of shyness in Dr. McLaren’s nature,
which makes “personal dealing,” as it i§ called, difficule
for higy; but in addressing himdreds he does deal person-
ally with each. Tn a character sketch which appeared in
The Chrlatian some years ago, it iy truly said: “Dr.

oy , the unmistakable sign of & tremendons will; of

. MclLaren canot be described. We may speak. of the
- spare figure, quivering

expect. His contributions to the ‘‘Expositor's
Bible,""—one volume on the Epistles of Colossians and
Philemon, and three volumes on the Book of Psalms,—
are of themselves sufficient to place him in the front rank
of living expositors, Readers of the Sunday School Times
do not need to be reminded of his excellent weekly articles
on.the Internationsl lessons which they have now for
many yedts enjoyed and valued.

- In 1856, Dr. McLaren was miarried to his cousin most
happily,~a deep true union of heart and life. In 188che
was laid aside by illness for a year, the only break in his
fifty years'sministry, In 1884, after a week’s illness, his
wife died. ' This changed the world to him, but his fajth
did not falter, and now hallowed traces of an “‘accepted
sorrow'’ can be seen in the lines of his face, heard in the
pethetic ring of his clear voice, and, above all,'in the
chastened, tender, but always manly, strain of his

{351 3

6. Jesus paid the pricewith joy. ‘“He brought forth
his people with joy, and bis chosen with gladness.” g
145:45. This is prophetic as ‘well as historic. ‘“I'h
Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty, - He will
save, he will rejoice over thee with joy : He. will rest in
his love, he will joy over thee with singing,”” Zeph. 8:17.

 “Jesus the author and’ finisher of our faith, whe for the’

joy  that was set before him endured the cross,
the shame.” Heb. 12:2. '‘He shall see of the travail of
his soul and shall be satisfied.’’ Tsa, 53'11, % B A
Fallbrook, Cal., Dec. 16, 1896. iR
X ¥ ¥x
Good Resolutions.

Let me look over your shoulder a' minute, my son ;T
Just want to see what you aré writing - in your new diary,
Ah, yes ; “‘Good Resqglutious” for the New Year. Well,
that's right ; this is abont the time of the year to plant
them. I makea few good resolutions every year. Every
month, I mean. That is, every week, Exceptin the
summer and winter, Then I find' it necessary to make
ene or two every day. Unless the way happens to be
more than usually rocky, or’ steepy, or slippery, or dan-
gerously easy. Then I notice that a good first-class resol. ~
ution made abont every fifteen minutes or so sesms to
steady me,

“Your don't see how I could remember so many ?* Oh,
my dear boy, I'don’t make a new one every time. 1do
as the political parties do in their national conventions—
1 simply reaffirm the old platform. Still, every now and
then & fellow does find out something about himself that

teaching, His two eldest daughters are married, grdd- e never suspected before, and it's always well t6 throw

children are growing up around him, and o8
and his only son still share his home. ;

During the year just passed, Dr. McLaren completed
fifty years of ministerial service. Aninfluential committee
of citizens of Manchester, representing all denomitiations
snd political m, was formed fittingly to commemorate

from hik ministerial brethren of the Baptist and Congre-

~gaticnal churches, and many good-wishes from both sides

of the Atlantic.—8. 8. Times.

* kK
The Hid T'reasuré—The Precious Pearl

' That interprotation of Scripture that meets all the
reguivements withou! forcing is apl to bethe right ome."
- If the “Treastire'’ and the ‘Pearl”’ in the two parables
of our Lord in Matt. 13 : 44-46 represent salvation in
Christ, a8 mdny teach, there arv somé difficulties: »

1. This interpretation makes salvation hidden, hard to
find, wh the exact opposite is the contrary,

2. It makes the man rejoice over a thing he does not
yet know the value of,

3 It makes a worthless, bankrupt, outcast singer, the
-purchaser of the most costly in the universe,

4 1t makes him give up ng obediently, he
ight be supposed to have, before he comes into posses-
slon of the Treasure, The saved sinner is commanded by
‘Chirist to ‘deny himsef,"~~keep on giving up as long as
he tives, :

Moody sdys ‘‘Jesus is the ‘Man' who found the Treasure,
the ‘Merchant’ who bought the Pearl.””  Try the inter.
pretation from this starting point.

1. “The fleld is the world.” R

2. The *'hid treasure’’ is the sinful host, hidden in
tiovels, farnshouses, palaces; under the grime of carnel
actions, the filth of vile products of the heart, (see Matt.
" 18 1 18), the unclean robes<of self.

3. Christ is the one who bouglht the “field,"” the ‘‘pear].”
“Ask of me and I will give thee the heathen for thine in-
herltatice, and the uttermost parts of the earA for thy pos-
seasion,'’ Pua. 2 8. ‘‘Remember thy congregation, which
thou hast purchased of all ; the rod of thine inheritance
which thou hast redeemed,” Psa. 74 : 2. b

4 Christ paid » great price. “‘Feed the church of
Ged, which he has purchased with his own blood,” Acts
298, “Ne are not yousr own, ye are bought with a
prive,’”” 1Cor. 6:20§ 1 Cor, 7123, “'God sent forth his
“on to redeem timm that are under the law;" Gal, 4: §.

& Christ gave up ‘‘all that He had’’ in order to buy
he “Pearl." ‘“Who being in the form of God thought
t riot robbery fo be equal with God : But mede himself
of no reputation, {emptied himself) and took on him the
form of & servant and was made in the likeriess of men :
and being found in fashion as ‘s man, he humbled him-
self, and became obedient unto death, evesithe death of
the cross,” Phil. 2:6-8, “Forasmuch as ye know’ that
ye are not redeemied with corruptible things—But with
the precious blood of Christ,’ 1 Peter1:18.  ‘“Who gave
himself for us that he might redeem usfrom alt iniquity,”
Titus 2:74.. “Ye shall be redeemed without money,’
Isa. 52: 3, 12, "Andthey shall be mine, saith the Lord .
of hosts, in that day when I make.upmy jewels,” (my
special Treagure, marg, reading), Mal. 3:17, °

out @ skirtnisher or two against the new enemy. .
““But you broke all your old resolutions last year 7 So
did I, my son, 80 did I.. Broke some of them when they
wére 80 tiew you_could smell the varnish'on them, Some-
tiriies T could sit down and cry—if I could be certain that
nobody could hear me—when I see how easily I break &

-+his jubilee. He also received congratulatory addresses resolution that I-worked so ldng and so hard to make,

But you can’t cry and work at tlie same time ; so T mop
away the fears with my. sleeve, run out my. tongue to
catch the last belated straggler slidding down my cheek,
and set to work to splice the broken resolution. And
I'm not sure ‘that the mended place isn’t the stro
part of it--because I know where the weak place is, don’t
you see, and I'm not going to have it break there again if
Tcan helpit. True, there isw'tso much gloss and gild-
ing about it as there was on the new one ; but in time it
comes to hiave a weather-worn, battie-grimed look about
it that is as ing as the d and grizzled face of
a veteran, 4 ¢
Now, if in the course of the coming twelve months, or
dx'«kl,ordurl;ﬁdthenmdnywr two, or, say this
aftetnoon, yoush fail to keep one or two “or
SR o v o Foommgad o o o
cely, mustn" 1 trying.
a f ":‘*nmunmwge_t up’ he will neyv,eurxml
1. That is ttue, - But then, he will never go s:r ’
e Pl ot oMl o o o e
, and af make a more
wmlmnhldt)nlmm than your systemt has
R T o o i s e
. If you don uj area outh,
o get up you b4

Dolmphy'mm son ? “A.‘ little P’ Well a

very be for my old bones, Then

you know that while a run of twenty-fi yadsh’nsod
thng.nguinotomymiim'tmbehan& And, 3 it

hsp’mwhcuyoumqnlytwofeafmtho.ml line, /
munfony-y-rd run, Ol there are berless

and falls’ and hurts and struggles and dis

i and di on the celestial - side

of the of —in fact, about all the troubles

are to haye are onthat side. But if I were you

" wouldn't stay in the mire of ‘the slough to eschps’

sure make your good resoituions radical and

the place, Dou't put an “if" or a "but"

inthem. God won't help you to compromise. He

you to lop off half & sin. When.yon repent

i - Tum cm‘twmudm face the‘otlher way.

the, ever any to  quit v

th mldouly!bhal{u m:t'ch Jni:‘ys"r

26 he did last? He issure to lose his count and apt to lie

twice as much. Did Jou ever know any one to improve

his manners and miordls by writing in his diary, *‘Resolv-

, That wmt:‘blmbybad is year, but not quite
was
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