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 quite shocked at the patriotic issue of

PRISON LABOR '

The plunderers of Ontario want
{ prison labor, for-such is the kmgdom

The capitalists of Ontario are | of profit. |

chortling with joy. The weak minded |
glee. The . politicians are preemng
their feathers and blushing with con-|
scious pride. For, behold, the Ontar- |
io politicians have. disecovered what
the Egyprians knew four thousand
years ago, that prisoners and crimin- |
als can be made to do the work of a
parasite master class to advantage.
The Ontdrio government has estab-
lished a prison colony farm of eight |
hundred acres near Guelph, Ontario.
Here short term prisoners are set to
work at-farm labor. A hundred and
five prisoners are being employed in
milking cows, building road ways, in-

stalling a telephone system, and do-
ing other work. A forge, carpenter |
shop, brick. kiln, stone ‘crushing

quarry and: other machinery of pro- |
duction are being operated by prison
labor.

The prisoners seem to be productive
workers. And the politicians who
serve the master class have great
schemes on foot. The stone quarry,
run by prison labor, will aid muniei-
palities in the construetion of roads
and boulevards. The dairy will sup-
ply milk produets for provinecial in‘
stitutions. The prisoners will sevent-
ually be put to work on public build-
ings. Magnificient struetures will
arise out of the unrequited labor of
prison slaves.

But this is not all. Northern On-
tario is to be opened by roads built
by eonviet chain gangs. Up into the
Northern wilderness, into the terrors
of the bog belts and the black fly
areas will be driven the prisoners who
have been caught in the meshes of
the damnable criminal law of Can-
ada. There, hundreds of miles from
the ‘watchful eyes of the public will
b¥ worked the chain gangs of the
miserable wretches who have been |
jailed for some crime committed
against the legalized thieves of the|
parasite profit mongers o[ the capi-
talist system.

———— A © O P—

Free “wprkers are not free. They
are economically bound. But they
can unite to protect their own inter-
ests. They can strike, They can vote.
They can at times compel a raise in
wages. They ean at times unionize
shops and improve the condition of
labor. None of these things can the
prisoner do. He must work when
Hanna tells him. Get up when Han-
na rings the bell, whether at three,
four or five in the morning. Eat when
Hanna tells him. He cannot quit his
job. He cannot orgamize with his
fellow workers. He is a slave, bound,
hand ,and foot, voice, and body to
the willi of Hanna. Hanna declares
that this prison slave is to work in
competition with the free “laboreérs.
Hanna says he is doing this out of
kindness to the prisoners. Rot. Han-
na is serving the labor thieving capi-
talists. Hanna cannot make any
sensible worker of (ntario believe
that prison labor yﬁ the interests
of the prisoners. "

—_—

Argentina is going to do what the
experience of nations through the
ages has proven to be impossible. Tt
is going to stamp out certain-ideas
from the heads of people by means
of force. A new law just passed by
the Senate and Chamber of Deputies
in Argentina provides that residence
of Anarchists in Argentina shall be
rigorously interdicted. “ All Anarch-
ists are to be expelled. This persecu-
tion of a certain brand of people
with a certain brand of thought will
defeat the aim it is intended to
serve. Anarchism thrives on persecu-
Aion. Anarchism will become a live,
potent foreé in - Argentina now that
the authorities are resolved to stop

O
The Montreal Daily Witness was

Cotton’s Weekly. It called it un-
wholesome and tried to combat the
ideas therein set forth. To prove the|r
spirit of patriotism in Canada the
Witness ' mentioned (he glow that
comes over the faces of school chil-

}in its ugliness.

t

reformers are elapping their hands ln, Electing a capitalist politician to | -

protect the interests of labor is like !
setting a wolf to guard a sheepfold !

from harm. | the capitalist point of view. If the

system is full of ‘expenmgnt proves 3 success and is'

: e
The ecapitalist

contradictions. The lightening of the

lot of the prisoner means increased | % a:
i become prisoners. The prisoners,

burdens for the wage workers.
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' THE !HSLAVIIG
hich the experiment of Hanna,

| Whitney and Reaume may work. The
experiment may be a success from

continued to its ultimate eonclusion,
then all the workers of Ontario will

Tthe seeond place, may be used not on

Prison labor degenerates into peon
camps. Does Hanna think his little
brain can devise schemes of utilizing
prison labor and eseape the experi-
ence of all countries? If he does
then he is puffed up vainly with his
own conceit.

T —- 0 —

HUMANITARIAN ;
PRINCIPLES
Whitney, Hanna and Reaume, the'

politicians responsible for this inno-
vation, are either arrant hypoerites
or infants in wisdom. Hanna and
Reaume have become humanitarians.
They are glibly talking about the hu-
manity of the prisoners.
actually come to the conclusion that
prisoners are really living, human,
loving, hating men. They have actu-
ally perceived that prisoners are not
devils but are just like other men.

They announée this discovery to the
world and then they attempt to ap-
ply it. And, being the thorough ecap-
italist henchmen they are, they im-
mediately do the thing —which is
pleasing to the master class. They
fling prison labor into competition
with free labor.

Of course this side is not dwelt up-
on. The hatefulness of dark prison
cells is painted to the publie
mind. The old treadmill is shown up
The dull routine of
illustrated. The

shoek

the prison life is

new order of things is shown in glow-!

| ing eolors.

Take the prisoners out of the
prisons. Prisons are bad for prison-
ers.
air abounds that their lungs may be
filled with oxygen. Let their bodies
toil so that they may become fire
specimens of humanity. This is the |

ciple which Hanna and his mates are
claiming to enforce.

bad.
prisons cost money and the capitalist |
plunderers do not like to pay taxes.

jails, providing you ean do it so that
the terror of the law remains, the
fear of which allows the capitalists
to garner their.unearned dividends |
and profits in .peace.

found the way. It is no new way. It
is ‘the way as old, if not older, than
the pyramids of Egypt. Let the |
the ereation of . comforts for
master class.

The prisoners are going to be made |
to till the land. They are going to
produce the food to feed the govern-
mental institutiona. They are going
to quarry stone and do other things
now done by free labor. Taxes will
not be so heavy. Therefore the own- |
ers of the machinery of production
are more than ' content with the hu-
manitarianism of the Ontario execu-
tive.

The movement has been met with
acelaim. Great is Whitney who turns
the criminals, the byproducts of cap-
italist plunderings, into productive
musele to heap higher the share of
the eapitalists and to beat down the
wage laborers. The capitalists have
looked upon the work of Whitney and
found it to be good.

{be a failure.

!economiec than slavery.

They have !

Let them: get where God's free |

plea. This is the humanitarian prin-g
ilem is that the workers must find a

Whitney, Hanna and Reaume have !h‘i‘ will

produetive work, but on works of
magnificence. In that case, the prov-
ince may raise grand structures on

slave labor and re-inact in Ontario

the ancient custom of raising mighty
structures on the misery of men. In
the third place, the experiment may
Free labor was intro-
simply because it was more
Let us con-
sider the first ecase first, and see
what will happen should the experi-
ment prove 'a sucecess.

duced

The capitalist system is based upon

the robbery of the workers. The
worker gets in return but a bare liv-
ing. The rest goes' to the capitalist
elass. The cheaper worker displaces
the more The fight in
Spain against the monks Zs an eco-
nomic one:. The
tions are untaxed.” The
brothers produce many
sale. Owing to non-ta
faet that the monkish
work cheaper because
families to support,
to produce goods
free workers, thus depriving the free
workers of-a market and a job. The
monkish workers displace the free
workers.

In the same way prison labor, pro-
vided it is efficient as free labor,
will displaee the free laborers. The
government feeds, clothes and shelters
the prisoners out of taxation. The
government therefore, has a huge
supply of labor power for the pro-
duction of articles for sale. These

expensive one.

religions

things for
t{on, and the
workers ean
they have no
make them able

as

!ean be sold at a price below that of

regular industrial establishmentis em-

plbying workers whose wages must |

cover the eost of their own keep and
the keep of their families. Prison la-

!bor can out compete free labor, pro-

i viding always it is as efficient.
The basic¢ fact of the capitalist sys-

market for their labor power. The

And the newspapers rejoice. The |labor power is sold to a boss who in
capitalists ery amen. Prisons areI'“"‘ must find a market for the of liberty has been econguered.
Of course they are, becau;.e‘

commodities produced. If the market
of the boss is monopolized by prison
made commodities, the boss-will not

Therefore it is good to empty the'be able to employ wage workers and
| the wage workers will become job-

less. Without a job the workers b-r
| come vagrants and are liable to six
{months imprisonment. Even if the
worker is not jailed on this charge
later on become committed
lon some other charge for the job-
less worker will have to get a living
in some illegal way, his legal method,

prisoners be turned into slaves for | the sale of his labor power, having
lhc'b"’" taken away from him.

Thus begins the enslavirg proe:ss.

| Prison produets displace comm reial )

produ(ts Some free workers lis¢
{their jobs and become erim'nals

They are jailed and set to work with
Ithe other prisoners to produce a
! greater quantity of —prison-products
1 to displacé more woriers, who are
| failed to produce a greater quantity
still of prison products.

Onee allow the process to start, its
logieal conelusion will be to turn all
the Ontario wage slaves into prison-
ers and the work of Ontario will be
done wholly from jails or prison
farms under the guns of guards.

Are Whitney, Hanna and Reaume
fools, or are they resolved to intro-
duce into Ontario the peon condi-
tions which have made Mexico a dis-
grace to the world ? Are these three
men or are they erafty

letons.

So Whitney spreads the syst
The prisoners are marched north to
the wilds. There camps are estab-
lished and the men are set to work
doing the heaviest kind of work,
whether they are accustomed to it or
not, Men bred to the city are turned
i If they die there are

cnslavers of the workers of Ontario ?

It looks as though they were crafty
enslavers. The prison farm at Guelph
is an experiment. If it succeeds other
farms will be started. 1t is intended
to supply government needs from
prison work. This will eut out con-
tractors and free laborers. These
politicians, whether they be fools or
traitors to the hard won bodily kb-
erty of the workers, have started out
to do their utmost to beat back to
chattel slavery the wage workers of

in..

religious institu- ;

cheaper than the

HE Crack of the Slave Whip will be Heard Over the Backs of the Prlsoners of On

This is the Decree of Hanna, Whitney and Reaume ; . .
' MAGNIFICENT [
‘PR_A‘OGISSi

There are three possible ways in

STRUCTURES |

The Honorable W. J. Hanna, Pro-|lead the world upward.
e

vineial Seeretary of Oatario, addres- |
sing the Legislature on February

26th, 19T, deeclared that he wished |
to find a solution of the question of
prison laber that would avoid all |
possibility of its being put into com- |
petition with free labor. That solu-
tion has eertainly not been found by
{Hanna. The solution is impossible
within the capitalist mode of pro-|
daction. It ean only be solved by the
abolition of the wage system. The
attempted solution by Hanna et al_
is to put prison labor on works
whieh are now not being done. Short |
sighted Hanna does not realize that |
new work, new structures, new modes
of employment must be continually
put into operation to keep the wage

No matter what work pri ers are
ved in the form of productive
rterprises, prison labor is bound to
pete with free labor. In primi-
Rome, the workers were so pro-
duetive, that not only’ did they pro-
duce their own ~needs, but they pro-
dueed the luxuries of the patrician,
and also equipped and fed vast arm-
the conquest of the world.

let us imagine that the work-
competition
result

s are taken out of
free labor. What

I their labor ? ﬁr‘_\
1s the pyramids of Egypt,

would

suek

vast he

be realized by the cessation of the!
_elass struggle.

! eapitalist system is om to the job of |

#ves 50c a Year—26c¢ for 6

FAILURE

There is the third alternative. '
cxpezimmt my be a hihn.

| et i 3B

The discontent throughiout the | prises mybe ind not ‘to be |

Socialism is the new civilization.
————

The d of the h

ians

TUALY | world is the most hopeful sign of the | proﬁtahh after all
| times.

nprotats of the toilers, the-

—_—— !ors and other interests mrolva'
The brotherhood of man can only ' prove effective.

So far thmugh history one -oh
?produttlon has given way to

A, 4o mode beca: been
)Iantasmﬁ!le to mourn, and the! tob:mor:ue::;:;.:ur

|did not give way until rising al-
making men mourn all right. - ism hecame tlleymorz powerful. “
S, aoand l 2 was over .

Men are not prosperous becausé of tel slavery in the . Stitss >

i A - 1-., thrown because it was more ¢

the capitalist system. The capitalist than wage labor. Prison labo# 2
system produces misery and poverty. ikee of Tha tial watuse o 'l‘l 3
tel slavery inasmuch as the prisomes

The eapitalist, under the ecapitalist

system, is a capitalist. Under the Das mo control over the disposal of
Socialist system he will be a fellow his body and no ¢hoice of the work
sroskes: to which he is to be put.

" * The experience of the human raee

Socialism aims at the abolishing of
all forms of economic parasitism:
Let the people who do the work spend
the money.

has shown that free labor with the
incentive of reward for labor is the
most productive kind of labor. It is
for this reason that Socialism will

LN make labor free indeed and give it the

The strong arm of the law lets the full product that results from ap=
capitalists escape its grip. The laws | plied labor power. Wage labor is
were made to keep the petty thieves more productive than slave. The

in order, not the big ones.
T
Prison labor is being thrown into
competition with free labor. Prison
labor can enslave free labor. There-
fore the 'ecapitalists need it in their

wage laborer has some slight choies o
as to the occupation he will select =
and he has some slight choice inthe
selection of a job. He has the powes
to eombine to raise wages and to col>
lectively better his condition. The

of stone useless for all purpose of life e wage leborer works to Mm ad-
ol e ot M should ':: ta R Tanlag:; _(han the slave and is com~
No doubt Hanna thinks that North-'he 3 simple Iittle maxim. Yet the sequently - more profitable to - the o

ern roads, city pavements and pro-
vineial public buildings can be built
I prisoners. without hurt to the
workers of Ontario. This

)y

take. As long as eapitalism lasts;
as long as the worker must seek a
job from an employer, just so long

will every blow on a quarried stone,
every hammer tap on a publie build-
ing applied by the fettered arm of
the prison be so much less
chanee of work for the wage worker
| seeking emplovment.

Bul there is a spiritual degradation
in the building of great works by
slave mortals. The pyramids of
Fgvpt, the temple of Karnak, the
ruins of Babylon, speak mournfully of
men driven to their task, slaves|
worked to the limit of their strength |
and against their will.

Slowly through the

slave,

ages the ult:l]

pain and tribulation and strife, thM
freedom of human effort has been |
struggled for. The fight for freedom |
has been a long one. Apd from the |
fierce strife has risen the coneep!
that luxury based on _slavery is al
thing that should be abhorred. Ha
na must either fling the prisoners in-
to competition with free labor or else |
set ‘them to work building magnifi- |
cent structures that will rival the|
slave glories of the kingdoms of past
ages. In the latter case, he wi ill bas
magnificence upon misery. lusurs up-
he w:ll teach ti
Ontario to eons

That is what the capitalist politi- |slavery. and slaves also had their

cians hand out te vou. Yet vou still | moralists. But these moralists, as

vote for them. Get wise to the |long as slavery stood, were regarded

{zame. Get into the Soeialist Party  as pestilential fellows v P

land vote for vour own interests: thae basis of the state and the social
M order, and they were k

ion

|

| master elass of er
it-a - goodly thing to have
Fwiru(~lurn»> reared by th(‘d.«truﬂiun:
;uf freedom. ’
; The protest that is rising thro ugh-
ont Ontario that the ideals!
won through long ages are still cher-
ished. The fight fur economic lib-
erty is too near won'to have this lib-
erty flung into the far distant fu-
ture by the erafty minded politici ians
of Ontario basing a new e«
despotism on_the world cld idea oH
foreed labor.

sreat

shows

Mrs. Ella L. Palmer, near Boston, |
hired an immigrant girl for $2.50 a'
week. When the girl found that she
was underpaid according to the seale
of wages for servant girls, she quit.
Her mistress sued her for damages
and was awarded over a hundred
dollars damages against the girl.
Slave girls roust live up to their
slave agreements or the slave courts
will know the reason why.

—_——

There were free workers in Rome
at the time of the wars of conquest.
When Rome conquered foreign nations
the Roman market was glutted with
slaves. No employer would hire free |

{the labor of others.

— meees— ;

laborers. He would buy slaves. 'l'lms.m' This news is printed in many

master class.
Prison labor, therefore, will not be
popular with the wage eéarner
with some parasite bosses or with
middle class member. A chain gang
on the streets is now considered a
disgusting sight. Human instinets
are against it. The wage worker
feels his job is being taken. Some
bosses will feel that
are being lowered. The middle class
feel that prison labor that earns mo

capitalists do not like the doétrine
when applied to themselves by
Socialist agitators.

the

Many eapitalists * are kmd love-
able men in their own fa cireles
and among their own friends. Ne
theless they are parasites who live off

ver-

A vote for a Sorialist candidate

means nothing if the voter does mot | ~ = . ¥ &
{know what_he is voting for. Happily f':’::_"-P:I:Dh“;O‘::xfo;d: fm';‘ the
few but Socialists ’will vote for a! 4 or, give Seli

no lawyer. Therefore the chain gang
is not liked. The econcmic interests
of the many are against it.

As is well known, moral sentiments
are based upon economie. interests,
Slavery and torture endured as long
as they were profitable. When they
became unprofitable the moralists of
| the master elass awoke to the hor-
rors of the institution of slavery. Of
course the economie interests of the
slaves were against the institution of

Socialist candidate.

+

Socialism means the abolition of
wage slavery. There are many good
men who are pained at the exuber-
ance of the Socialist venemence. But
| the task of freeing slaves is not con-
{ducive to the cultivation of drawing
room amenities:

How do you like the
| competing with

prospect of
prisoners for jobs ?

vim by the master class and their

In Canada there is a strong move-

{'ment for government ownership of l\i!!;nz_wa\ npphu-] 1 by the moral-

| public utilities.  Publie ownership and | 15t5 Who m ralized in the interests
detnoerati f the mears | °f the master

of_producti of Prison_labor being inefficient, it is
femt- interest " possible tg draw moral lessons
distress \‘.k‘irh governrment owne h will help show why prison la=
under the , Liberal or Bordin gang bor will-fail.  To work well there
il e Ao must be incentive. Socialism will

give a full ineentive because the work-"

S =
T PR e Gy - 4 7Y O S e . 3 will ‘get the full reward of his la~
iere are ] o tiink tha G- % - P 55
2 bo W a i ial in-
cialism is immoral. Bot Socialismis ' o age labor_gives a. part

centive as the worker gets a part 0!_'_
his labor. The prisoner has no in=
centive as he must be- kept fed,
elothed and sheltered anyway and he
:gets no_reward for the labor the pro-
vincial executive will exaet. In-
‘eentiveless labor is poor and inefi-
cient. Prison labor will be this.
g T Ty e ——— Now comes the inevitable result of

out to the prison farm at Guelph and :"_:;:.‘r: :?dg:;":amn:)ll
were smitten with astonishment at | centive of ‘fear must take its pi
i the wonderful cheerfulness, br"’kne”,l'henvu'-"'
and happiness shown the prisoners.
The farm is a plaything now and
moreover was on its best behavior.
For were not the eves of the boost-|.
ers of slave labor on the prisoners ?
But wait a few months when the
prisoners get tired of working for
nothing. Then will there be practised
revolting ecruelties in seeret.
it

a-political —movement for allowing
pecple to have access to the maehin-
ery which is necessary for the fro-
duction of things for the sustainin
of life. How ean it be immoral for
imen and women to bke allow:d to
earn an honest living ?

flourish, their flourish floggings, op~
pression and eruel task masters.

poo!
Lord- Sholto Douglas; brother of | S0y

{a day for the C. P. R. on a surveying

their profits =

slavery or prison labor




