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Poetey,

TIIE ROBIN.

BY J. G. WHITTIER.
My old Welsh neizhbor over the way
Crept slowly ouc in the sun of Spring,
Pushed from her ears the locks of gray,

And listenid to bear the robin sing.
"

He grandson playing at marbles, stopped,

8 Aund erael in sport as boys will be,

Tossed a gtone at the bird, who hopped
From bough to boughin the apple tree.

“Nay,' #aid the grandmothier, “have you not hear
My poor, bgd boy, of the/fiery pit,

And how, drop by drop, this nlerciml bird
Carries the water and quenchies it 7

t]Le ndypgs cool dew in his little bill,
Andylets it fall on the soul of sin ;

You can #ee the mark on his red breast still
Of fires that scorch as he drops it in,

once moved.

[ Captain Jappiter had in his youth been what is

| generally called a delightful person,

them in station, and in whose social position they

street.

lan lsop e dashing, Lis eves niways sparkling, *his within a month had made himself the friend anc

| ruddy lips ever smiling at the least n]npm‘lnnily, companion of the miscrable old captain, now fret
] 4 ! H I"
|he was a delightful companion. The man was fully living partly upon the hundred pounds year

ready for anything, enjoyed life, was able to hold

{his Own in most ways without disagre

shiving othiers, and he was never known to lose his [ earnings as a glass-artist,

temper.

|

‘ A delightful young military man, and as_sclfish | shilliogs and hal
“l:\‘- any wan living in tie light. of the yellow sun,
| It was very hard tor nzly, kard-voieed; ungracious
goad, honest, true, mod- | owner of a trading vessel,” which for speed anc :
build was second to none of Ler size dancing on long as tha music conttnues, and then flapping

men, who are thoroush

1 est, ani gimple, (o see these.dashing men carvy all

ably out-

Ile was always com

plaipiig, and was ever spending the

o

Crowins,

Griffin Ballaniine, though only tw

tbefore them in society, and completely put these | the wide waters of the world.

Ipl.‘iu. home

’m[ml people in UM THCk 5round

Lut, on thegrher hnd, the ladéy, sooner or later, | piter ?
an arrangement was made as would never have

tind obt that theii owa qu.lities ave the more cer
tainly made for wear,
brilliant, prepossessing youug men and [women
that the [ractious and olijectionable aged of - both
sexes are manufactured.

This Caprain  Jappiter—like

“My poor bron rhuddyn! my breast-burned bird, | caplain  betore bim —attracted and captivated

Singing so sweetly.from limb to limb,
Very dear to the heart of Our Lord
Is he who pities the lost like Ilim I

“Amen " T said to the beautiful myth ;
“Sing, bird of God, in my heart as well
Fach good thouzht is'a drop wherewith
To cool and lessén the fives of hell.

“Piayers of love like rain drops fall,
Tearsol pity are cooling dew,

And Jdear to the heart of Our Lord are all
Who suffer like [lim in the good they do.

. Qltsr-sszing Cale,

FEN--FIRE,

When we "I""I"- does the soul stay with us or

does it fly—fly far from its imprisonment in ou

Lu weia Coplev, a laie vich, good lookinzg, and,
what iy i

pcasacably betier, devowd, ecainest,
auw ety vaselina.

Tarooh iwenti-iive yes s of appaently ni

able wa ed il
Keat.

at the then existing Geon

. she was as happy as any wife in
Hhee basi

Lowas ed he

get beinz herewliof the sellish, 2, sedy cacavor

1o m.le acolo 8

by the execie of a system  which cormbled i

w Opet ation

best. and sbe reminded bim tbai she bad £100 pes
anouwm for life; and that this fucome would des-
cend to ber child-ca.

*What's a bandred 2’ he said, coutemptuously.

Bat though he de:pised that income, he spent

r. e aveater part upon hiaself, and went on com
|

niortal body, and sce, and work, and learn for it- ! plaiuing, never baving a woid of sympliy ior

sell 7

the hoaest fady, Tis wile, who set to work buaildiug

a0 | . ‘
May we not, by such a supposition, account for | up an income beyoud the one hondved,

that peculiar feeling we bave all experienced uhor

) t Asa sich she bud devoled hersell to music, and

1he seeing of cerfain persons, or the perfuimance | being an earaest woman, not al-aid to admit the

of cerlain acts, that we bave secn them  before— | change in ber position, she applicd to old friends,

thut we-have helped st such and such a deed ?
Agvin, have we not all experienced that feel

and svon found hersell at the head of a school,
- | which enabled the good woman to supply ber has-

ing of beinygsure that we know what is going to | bard with incieased funds.

Lappen ? ‘
* Gemmon-place people say that these peculi
condijions are the ‘result of chance, whils s

ller old friends and schoolfellows were very
glad to send their chiluven, of ten and tweive, to
Mys, Jappier, for thdy knew her wouth ; but the

commentators will tell you that itis 10 be super- | majoiity made this stipulation :

slitious to cutertain for one moment the thought

that such matters are worth enguiry .

Chance ! There s no such thing as ehance. Be- [stiious fanci
cause we do not see the cause of sine given ef-
(]

fect, we are, therefore, to say that there has beer

has been no cause ?

A bird fulls from a tree, ap
parently by chance.
circimstance, and, it you

will find the

bird did not remain twitting on the lissome bough

Ouly the cowards and fools of this life insult [ nocence left them vnguar

Patiently in-estgate the|explained in a fow woilds.

ray do not let my child (childven, as the case

might be) kuow anytisio g about your absurd super-

She willingly prom’sed this, and all to whom she
1 gave this assorance knew that she would keep ber
Her absurd supeisiiiions tancies are 1o be
She believed that the

-| word.

‘e wise enough, you |evil in this world was tu some extent opposed by
g WS quits a gool cause why the | the spivits of the good dead, and that it was chiefly

.| by these medns thas those of the living, whose iu-

, were protected and

men and women who seek into the hidden causes | saved from evil, while they themselyes remainel
of strange events; only the fools and cowards [ pure in beart and thouglt.

cumbering the world call such people supersti
tious.
I thesé wiser days of our forefsthers’ duscend-

T'his belief by wo means interfered with her
prackival, common-sense, cveryday-life, and was
proved by her prosperi'y in spite of the drag npon

ants, the teiw superstition can only be applicd to| her existence, which took the shape of a lazy, in-

those conditions ol the mind whicly closg it to ar
gument, and, which bind it in such narrow limits,

that the possession of that mind is more to Le*not call wrewhed, the wile Lrightened /it so very culiies?

piticd than despised. .

To beiieve that adoring a certain p cture will | seven vears before the younger.

dolent, selfi-l hasband. 5
The oflspring of this marriaze, which we will

much, consisted of two daughters, the elder born
The first child

enable you to make three hundred pounds next| was nametl aftes the mother, Barbara ; the second,

weck—that is supersiition, if you like,

over the world, prompting us to higher lives than
we have lived; noble vnds than those we have
sought—tbis is to be not superstitious, but a good
citizen ; not an aliject creature, trying to propi-
fiate Fate by ‘a loathsomé humility ; but a man’ii
his strength ant]‘mnmgn-, defying the rupernata
val as a danger, yet Toving it as the fstrament of
conterring higher life upon this still improvable
world.

It is the bad man who utterly refuses 1o be-
licve in any power Lesond that of physical lite.

" The good man, baving litlle to fear, does not
prompt himselt to believe that he need but cat,
drink, and be merry, for to-morrow we die.

But what have all these grave observations to
do with a tale styled ‘Fen-fire ?” They arc re-
marks, it need not be said, peculiarly “assoeiated
with the business we have in hand,

The chief interest of this talé lies about Barbara
Jappiter, the daughter of Captain Jappiter, the
sister of que Agnes,  This family was neither vory
rich nor sbwolutely poor. They belonged ‘to “tie
class which in their lives and aspirations belong
1o the ghabby gentecl, but who, working and fight-
ing, look upou a fair pur with those who are above

But to]after a vich aunt of the captain's, Agnes.
hope that the spirits of the dead good can glide

The mother foresaw that the girls would have
to work for their hving, and she doubted if they
wauld be able to carry ou ber school, if their father
was, still ‘alive.

Both, the elder especially, showed good signs of
arfistic power ;“and as, at the time wheh Barbara
was ahout sixteen, the demand for glass-painting
was beginning tobe important, she put herself in
communication with a stained-glass ariist, in the
nerghborhood of Boho, and the eldgr dauthter was
apprenticed to the trade of glass-painting.

The poor lady died, never makivg a complaint;

thougl, surely, she niust have Kiown that Ler life
had been positively worried away from her soul.
The unba]')’py Captain sold the school, and with
the procceds he' went dnge more 1o the Gerfman
guhlbﬁng-lablcu. with his proc:ions system for mak-
ing a huge fortune, and ened more he returned “to
Kngland-a begar.

e

ivent now followed each other in rapid suc-
cession, - \When Agnes was but sixteen, she being
then an- apprentice at the stained-glass artist’s
iwhere Burbara ‘had become one of the leading

availuole fo wae

Prec e, aud swepl away s wilk's Jortane in the Agne’s own happiness and comfort.

The onl; complaint the wife made was {0 the
effcet that she was bappy o know he had done bis elder, she positively

1t is out of your dashing, | been concluded had the mother been alive.

hounest and manly, but in whom

many a similar | healthy, which induced him to stick at no trifle on

the road 10 obtain his desire.

mote dishonorable proposals.
| losing a rich and promising s u-in law ; but Bar
She nain

tained that Aznes was too young to be a wile ;am

refused to listen (o her ‘lover

until be hul obtained Birbara’s consent.

she inherited from her mothe

sister.

to yield to it, as she fell asleep.

course it was necessary for her to pUISMP.

every day at noon, to see the Caplain, and try
and tlk him over, while the sisters were away
at their work, hie [ und the ¢ld r st homes

Guod morning, Buarbara, he\s. ‘d, surprised
to find the captain out. 1hs l'ﬂi\l"r danglter
hind sent'bh m vut frowm - theit coromon Sobo
lodg ' ng=. .

Good morning, Captain Bullantice ! 1f you
wish to see papa, he will be in in a few mo-
ments 3 in the meantime, [ want just a little
conversation with you.

Willingly,-Barbara.

You have known us & month, and you want
to marry my sister, who is omly sixteen.

That ig it, and 1 shall do wy b st to marry
her.

Are y u surc of your own mind ?

Quite;; I love her devotedly.

Devotedly ?

Beyoud all guestion ?

Then why have you tried to involve my
lather in a mesh, by lending him money to
Lot upon hor-es?  Are you devoted 1o the
child] by’ involving the father in mouey diffi.

| Captain DBallantine looked pale as he re-
plied, [las the old gentleman said anything
| thet

No; my father has kept Lis word, as you
!men would call it.

Then bow do you know

There he stopped.

I know what I knaw, said Bathara, Ex-
actly as I koow that you contemplate making
a voyage round the world, exchanging and
baviering in the hope of making a rapid fors
tune, when you would quit the sea. aud live
a life of ealm retirement with Agnes,

Wi t! has she been saying all this to you,
Barbwea 27

Noynot a word ; for you teld her all gbout
your plans alter the seeret mapner ol fovers
IBut, you see, I know it

Yes, so I sce  DBut why does it follow that
you are opposed lo our marriage ?

[ I'o be continued. |
Lkl ol gl

Infla coce of Music on Avimals,

Porhaps the most conmon exhibition of the
influence of musie on animals, is that witness
ed in girouses aud othier equestrian. entertain-
wents, whero the lorsg is affected in a lively
and exbilurating munner by the performance

painters, especially in creating of jewels and gold-
work in colored glass—when, we say, Agnes was

of the band—oftvn walizing and prancing, and
keeping perfect time with the musie.

Griffin Ballantine, who was passing her on the wise,

ly ineome which bad come to his daughters upon
their mother's death, and partly upon Barbara’s

i’ litle and les< painfully aff ctesd than dogs.

Did Griflin Ballantine really love Agnes Jap-
Be that as it may, itis certain that such’

Youny Captain Ballantine was a man perfectly | deer by playing the flure.

[le wished to become the husband of Agnes
Jappiter; and as she was poor, and her family was
poor, as an ordinary man of the world, he took
some credit to himself for not having dreawed of

as the younger sister had the blindet faith in the

Placed in this peculiar dilemma, Barbara Jap-

rarely had recourse, becanse she knew.. it tended thei
80 underning her health—that health “which was
80 important to the well-being of ber father and

This power she cvoked. by a determination
Upon the
morning following the night upon which she
devoted lierself 1o this work, she rose very
pale and weak, unconscious ¢f what had pa-s-d
during the night, but perfectly aware o the

Wiiea Griffin called that morning, us he did

Mauny naturalists believe it to be dia-
greesble to them § an opinion whick is strong -

A man of wonderful determination and promp- l\ supported by the fact that, if left to their
Fair, bright, | titude in all bis acts, he followed her at once, and liberty, they generally take flight with howls

| 18 5000 as the music renches their ears. ‘1 ey
have been known lo die when compelled to
bear music for u considerable time. Other
quadrupeds, and slso owls, .have Leen kuown
to die from the effect of music,

Cals ave siid to mew loudly on hearing the
sound of insiruments, but are more seldom
Oun the
other hand, it is well known that - many kinds

Afive of Lirds are affected ib a very agreeable man
yewrs of aze, was'alicady the master ‘and part Der; olien approaching as tiear as possible

i the instruwents, or persons, and remaiving s

their wings u8 we should clap our hLands, in
approbation of the performance, K
Many of the wild sanimals are said to be
fond of and even charmed by mu-ic ; the hunt-
{ers of the Tyrol and sowe jaits of Germany
(often entice stags by singing, aud the female
Deavers and rats

undeviating suc-| have beon taught to dance the rope, keeping
cess and health had created an egotism, however twme (o mutic

Among reptiles, the lizard «hows, pertaps,
the wo-t remakable susceptibility to wusical
influeuces ; lying first on his back, ard then
on his side, and avon on his belly, as if desir-
ous to expose every part of Lis boly to the
effect of thie ronorous fluid which is%o delight-
ful to him  He appears 1ol yyry refined in
his taste ; soft voices and plui tive aits being

The old Captain was quite willing that the mar- | hig fuvorites, while bhoarse singing and nuiy
wbling Aables 5 Ciis | ringe should take place at once —he was afraid of | music disgust him.

-1 Among the inscets, spidors are found to Lk

Lo wmae upon the goeea cloih, bara, now twenty thice years of age, was oo un- [ VCFy fond of music; as soon as the sounds
seltish not to desire to sacrifice the family good to | reach them, they descend along their web to

- (the poiant nearcst to that from which the music
1o igin.ul 8, and there ramain motionless as long
a8 it coutinues.. P’risoners s metimes thme
them by singing or whist ing, and make cym-
*| panions of them.

Lut perhaps the most rem wkabte influence
of mugic on aninmls cccurred at a n.enageric

piter’s intevest prompted her to fling herself for | in Paris,.a few years ago, when a concert was
help upon that unknown, mysicrious power which | given, and two clephants were among the au
and to which shé |ditors

The orchestra being glacid out of
izht, they eould not perceive whene the
harmony came.  The first sensation was that
of surprise ; ut oue moment they gaz-d eageér-
Iy at ihe spectators ; the next they ran at their
kecper to caress him, and seemed to inquire
what these strange sounds meant; but, st
length, pereeiving that nothing was amiss,
they gave thabselves up to the impressions
which the music’ communicated. ach new
tune scemed to produco a change of feeling,
cuusing their gestures and cries to assume an
express=ion in accordance with it. Dut it was
still more remarkable that after a picee had
prodliced an agreeable effect vpon th m, if- it
was incoryectly played they would remain
cold uud unmov-d.

[From the-Duily 'l‘clcrg;vrnlﬂ;.ju
A Bit of History.

In 1857, the gentlemen of Halifax aud Si
ol who take an interest in squatic mati rs
arranzed for a race to come off in [aliax
harbor. The St. Juhn crew chosen was known
as the * Neptune” crew ; the [alitax men ad
the Pryor crew. ‘The St Jolin crew coms
prised Edward Walsh, John Morris, Joln
Lambcrt and  Dennis Morris, and they ap
peared on the course with a fine shell boat
known as the “Yousg Neptune,” rot well
ad fpted‘to rough water, the ngreement Leing
l that the racs was tobe 1owed in smooth wa

[ter The water wasxery anfuvorable for the
| race, and the St. Johu men urged postpone.
im nt. The Si. Johw! umpire, howev. r, was
linduced 10 leave the matter in the hands of
[the officers of I M. S “Indu-” who, acling
with Mr. Pryor, of Halifax, decided the race
must be run.  The St. John crew refused to'
row, and§the l’ryur crew rowed over the
course anl drew the stukes ; but although'
they used a very heavy boat angd made wreteh |
ed iim-, they rctuined to tle slarting poiul;
with, their craft half full of water. Two fac.s;
were estubli<hid at this time:— (1) that 2|
crew.{rom a di-tance mu-t expect the raci ;;I
authorities in Halifax to rule in fuvor of their
own people ; and (2) that H.lfax oarsmen
will carefully pock:t tas mwy stukes as the
rules of racing place within their grasp,
Before the friends of the St. Jolin crew left
Halifax, they arranged for another mateh, and:
wi bin ten duys the crew returned to Hlalifax,
this time with the “Old Neptuue,” a lapstreak
Loat and better adapted tor rough water, Qu
thiv oceasion they fuund ihe [lalifax crew row-
ing with *a harness,” an arenngement which
gaye them the rowing power of five m-n, in-
stend of four. Notwithstanding the “harness”
the St John crew were coming home, about
ten lengths aliead, when, she course bring
neurly run, thoy wero seriously fouled by sym-
pathizers with the Pryor crew. A number of
Halifax row boats, with spectators, werety
ing nlong the course from the starting poin s,
atinched 10 the eable of the »lndus’ ; when
the 8 John bout was seen (o g leading large-
ly. and making siraight for **home,” the paint-

Dogs are affccted Ly music ; but it is diffi-

about sixteen, she was scen, (0 be loved, by one cult to doterndine whether agrocably ‘or others ! reetly into Wi coursy of the “Neptue.”
! / v

ers of these boals were suddenly and simulta-
ueumly slackened, and the boats drifted di
The!

first mtimation the 8t John erew received of
the company they bad fallen into, was when
Edward Walsh's oar was knocked out of the
row lock and into the air! After grent exers
tions the Neptune succeeded in backing sufficie
ently to clear the obstruction, the Pryor erew
so far profiting by the delay as to overtske
the St. John bont and pass hier. Dot the ont-
rage failed of complete success, for even in tl @
short-distanee that remainéd to be r1owed, the
supetior skill of the St. Jobn crew emabled
them to recover fiom tbe intended disaster,
and they reached the goal a boat's length
anead uf their antagonists,

The trestment wLich this stranger crew ree
ceived in Huli‘ax at that time, is worthy of
mention. They found it necessary 1o keep
ariet wateh of their boat house by day and by
night 5 in several instances (hvy di-covere
persons attempting to enter it during the Iul&
hours of the night, und on «ne oecasion a par
ty was found inside, but the manuer in which
 he effected an enlrance remained a mystery.
I'he erew Lad scarcely zone into their quarters
when Lostile demonstrations appeared oo the
part of the Ilalifax people. ‘Ihis was tha
tact prior lo the rece, and the demonstrations
weie continued even when the crew were row-
ing out 10 engage in the contest. It was after
the race bad been run and ‘won by St. John,
Im\\'_v\'cr, that the -malignant and cowardly
#pirit was exhibited in full play . The crew
could not walk the streets witlight bLiing jeered
at, at every corner.  In the evenivg of the
day, erowds gathered an their quai tera,includ-
ing members of the defeated erew, and the St.
Jolin men were nguin assailed,— this_time by
something harder than epithets,  Jubn Morris
was struck, sand both he and Lsmbert were
obliged to use their fists in'self defetice ; (beic
liou e was attacked by the mob, snd its wine«
daws Lroken by stones.  To such a piteh wera
mutters carried that the St. John ¢ ew dared
not venture to leave the city in the day time,
but were obliged to pack up and start at mid.
ight! Tlie Ialifax Press at that, time, ass
|eailed the 8t. Jobfi men with its choicest bil-
lingsgate, and nothing was left undone to diss
honor the fair fame of Halifax.

1871 is but a repetition of {1857. A St
jJohn crew are again abused in the Press and
| hissed in the streets of Hulifax, and their boss
| Louse i8 broken open and their har dsome boat
80 dnmaged as to Le usrlesa,

[With these facts before them, the Paiis
{ Crew were justificd in declining to row, par-
{livu!ally when the water was 'too 1ough for
{their shell boat. ' Like honorable men, as they
| are, they paid in their'stukes, and then with-
{drewTrom what ean with pr: priety be termed
'a smu{ race. As champion oarsmen of the
world—they bad all to, luse, and nothing to

ain in such a contest,

I

They however left a

tail-nge for the wioning crew to row in neu
tral waiers ]
<o

The St John Crew Defended,

i

To the Editor of the Te'egraph and Journal.

It is astéuishing to me that any number of
persons can be found 1o urrogate fo themselves
ihe rizht to dircet the movement of the Fulton
ciew.  Idividuals who ail'not and would ot
tubscribe a cent towards vither of the maia
stikes or the zeveral cxpenses, are now grum-
bing about” the crew withdiawing from the
race at Halfax, withont at all knowing (he
renson why they have so withdrawn, but which
reason was, no doubt, good and should be &b
considaacd. musmuch as the crew with (Lo
counsel ot their lrieuds conclude to withdraw.
They ave. best capable of Judging whether
Ahey should or shuuld not row, and [_iliule
they wenld be very fooli<h to risk the Juupels
they hiave won on nuy other terms than  (hogs
on which they were earncd  Their boat is
made and equipped for smooth water, and
their style of rown.g 1s of course similar. Not
but they are as goed men in any boat a3 ever-
went inte a boat.  Then again they have
more at ~take than most of the crews, the ge~
neralicy of whom have neitlier name nor pres-
tge, nud consequenily have all ‘1o anin and
vothing to lose,  But the winner will find Lo
Las not long 1o rest on Lis oars witliout try-
ing the motal of the St John crew

Fesn understand “the Haligonians feeling
sore at the pricipal beat in the race withud aw-
ing ; it wkes (rowm the interest wondifully,
and it will ook a litt'e ridiculous 1o sre celos
brated crews lrom sbroad contesting the cham-
pienship of the world with a few green ama~
temrs of [hd fax. Still there is a sop of $250
for the first Nova Scotia hoat in the e, und
this may induce them to row round the whole
cou e,

Another phase of (he racing sentiment is
that ihe St. Jobn “crew should _not take tho
stakks they wor ‘on. Wedneeday last. W 1o
ever heatd of sueh rubb'sh 2  Let those who
are 80 noisy on 4his subj-ct put their hacds in
their pockeis, and seg it tLey arg,« Qually gen-
crous with-their own ; “Stroke,” for example,
i the “Globe' and Torovto * Telegrapl,” both
of the bragging order. Besides, only a cer~ -
tain poition of the stnkes belongs to the crew, s
aud they could not coutrol the matter if they
wished,

Poon Condition
Best copy available

Original issues in



