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f large fair, I length arrived at the fpot, and without taking notice of 
ha quart or I fome fellows who were fauntering about the place, da. 
sllil : it will I fcended by ropes into the vault ; no fooner were they 

let down than they wore prcfented with a fpeélacle 
which (truck them with horror : I'wo gentlenen appa­
rently ftarved to death, laid before them ; one of thefe 
unhappy viétims had a tablet in his hand, on which 

in very pathetic language, the (lory ot their 
lamentable fate. It feems they were brothers of rai k 
and family in Venice, and having in the courfe of their 
travels entrufled ihernfvlvcs with one of the natives, for 
the purpofeof vifiling the catacombs, the perfidious vil. 
lain had left them there to perilh. The danger to which 
mr. Hill and his friends were ekpofed, inftantly alarm­
ed them ; they had fcarctlv read the tale, when looking 
up, they beheld their inhuman guide,aflillcd by two oth­
ers whom they had feen near the fpot, clofing the en­
hance into the vauV, they were now reduced to the ut- 
moll diftrefs ; however they drew their (words, and 

I were determined to make fome defperate effort to refeut 
i Ihemfeives from a feene fo truly dreadful j with this rc- 

• qth I ^)lution ,hcX wcre groping about at random in the dark,
louarv 26 I ™hcn thcy were fiarllt(1 11 ,hc groans of fome one fern- 

1 * 1 ingly in the agonies of death. They attended to the dif-
mal found, and at length, by the glimmering light from 
the top of the catacomb, they faw a man juif murdered, 
and a little beyond they difeovered his inhuman murder­
ers fleeing with the utmoft precipitation ; they purfued 
them immediately, and tho* not able to come up with 
them they however had the geod fortune to reach the 
opening through which thefe wretches cleaped out of 
th<# cavern, before they had time to roll the Hone on the 
top of it. Thus mr. Hill and hie friends were by a mir­
acle faved.
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