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Philadelphia Promoters Are 
Crazy to Get Their B«

Johnny Regan, Bantam 
Would Fight Them Al

19>—

Los Angeles Boxer, Now Re- T 
covering from Injury, Goes 
Far Out of His Class.

THE BASEBALL SPECTRE

KEMEMQAHn?
I A|V| FOLLOWlkksSpirited Bidding to Stage the Kilbane-Kid Williams Set-to 

—Backers of Johnsori-W illard Fight Are Wise Men and 
Will Get the Money Some where—Jim Corbett Off to 
Australia—His {final Let ter. 1

By James J. Corbett- Ritchie's arrival In. town after his
Former Heavyweight Champion of long lay-off has Injected consider- 

the World. able interest into the local -game, and
NEW YORK. Feb- 27—(Written as the ex—champion made himself 

specially for The Sunday World).—«In solid with New York fans by his 
that frenzied bidding contest for the aggressive style of milling, when he 
Johnny Kllbane-KId Williams match, fought Leach Cross last year, the pro- 
Philadelphlsi promoters have made motors are assured ot one of the to Ur- 
New York matchmakers resemble the gest houses of the season, 
well known piker. Unfortunately for Welsh with any other boy than 
Gotham fans there is only one big Ritchie, or possibly McFarland, would 
club In existence here, and those back not draw much money to the Garden 
of it are working an a sure- 
system- This they can do as 
have no competition, and evidently greatly deteriorated that the fans 
Nothing to fear in that line as long as have become very tired of paying from 
the present board of commissioners 22 to 210 to see him waltz ten rounds 
are permitted to run affairs in such when they can get the. real genuine 
an arbitrary way os they have re- Vernon Castle stuff at the theatre for 
eently. And that Is the sole reason a couple of bones. But the sports 
Why other cities grab match . after knew that Freddy is not going to have 
match, that would In the rfetural time for any fancy business with 
order of things come to the big .town. Willie RlteWe. He Is going to be an 

The Madison Square Garden pro- exceedingly busy young man for ten 
motors will not guarantee boxers any- rounds—if the mill goes that long— 
fixed sum any more- Or at least they and he will have to be in much better 
will not tie themselves up In any condition than he has shown here in 
where there‘seems to be a possibility to keeP UP the stiff pace
of loss to them. If they had some Ritchie is sure to set from the ve 
good live competition It would be en- the bell,
ttrely different. It would be quite ‘While IWtchie has not been seen In
unnecessary for matchmakers to bid the ring in Public but once .since los
es high that money would be lost, but the tiMe to Freddy, and 
lbs competition would mean that the .not he hto highest «Peed, the
' mid have to shave their pro- cÏL?*Pend, thS ,he wU1

them a good run for their money. He 
is already down near the weight he

Cub Machine 
Had Comedian

»

.

NEW YORK, Feb. 27—Written In 
many of the chapters of the pugilistic 
history are names of boxers who. al- 
tho they never held any" champion
ship titles, will be remembered for 
their feats long after some champions 
have faded from the memories of the 
fickle fans- Among them were Kid"’
Carter. "Kid" McCoy, Tom - Sharkey.
Aurelia Herrera and others who might 
be mentioned. Such a man is John
ny Rigan, of Los Angeles, one of the 
toughest* cleverest, gamest bantam
weights who ever drew on a glove.

Johnny Regan might well be termed 
“the handicap king of the ring.” Not 
since the days of Joe Walcott, the.old 
giant-killer, has there ever been a 
fighter who scoffed at the scale of 
weights with such care-free abandon 
as Regan. When bantamweights were 
available he fought them. It they 
were not, then the featherweights, 
lightweights and, on occasion, welter
weights. were welcome.

Regan was In the game for what he 
could get out of It. and he barred none 
if money were to be had. He rarely 
met a man of bis town weight, and it is 
a matter of record that Johnny Coulon, 
the champion, and "Kid" Williams, 
then an aspirant for championship 
honors, refused to fight him.

Joe Rivers, who was then at the 
height of his career; Joe Mandot, now 
considered one of the beat lightweights 
in the country. Tommy Dixon and 
other high-grade men have accepted 
handicaps in weight from Regan in the 
ring. To be sure, the little fellow 
did not always win, but every time he 
went into the ring the fans were sure 
of getting a run for their money.

Regan has seldom, it ever, entered 
the ring weighing more than 118 
pounds, and generally he scaled at 
about 112 pounds. When he fought 
Rivers he balanced the beam at 114 
pounds, and Rivers* came in at 128 
pounds at 2 o’clock In the afternoon, t 
Mandot weighed 124 pounds at 3 
o’clock, while Tommy Dixon scaled 127 
pounds ringside. Agalpat Mandot' and .stirring times when he gets going.

The famous old Cub machine 
had a comedian in the person 
of Ed- Reulbach. the ia£b~ 
pitcher- One of his favorite I 
expressions when In a facetious 
mood was, T bave a echem» -. I 

Johgny Evers write 
will never forget op 
schemes. “The Cute 
Pittsburg one day, a 
Reulbach’a turn to went,- nays 
Johnny- "He wanned ùp for 
the customary ten minutes be- 1 
fore the game and seemed to H 
have a lot of stuff on the bafi. fl 
As soon as he stepped into: the 
box however, he lost It alt 

“He walked the first five 
batters that faced him. After 
two runs had 'been forced in 

- Chance could stand it no longer. 
He walked over to Reulbach Q 
and said: 'What’s the matter || 
with you? Can’t you lay the 
ball on the plate? If you can't 
get out of the game.'

• T have a scheme,’ replied 
Reulbach. T haven't wanned I 
up enough. Tell you what to H 
do, Frank- Ask Umpire O’Day n 
to call the game for ten minutes U 
while I

.
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thing just now. Freddy has appeared here 
they so, often of late, and his work has so

o
f/r

''A

/ go behind the stand and 
warm up some more.' "

therefore

Dixon Regan scaled 110 pounds.
Fighting welterweights Is net i 

garded as thé wisest thing in the woi 
for a bantam, yet, Regan fought HU 
Farmer, a California man who tipp 
the bar at 144 pounds, conceding h 
thirty-one pounds, and stopping him 
thirty-three rounds.

For several, months Regan has be 
out of the ring, suffering wÇh tefi 
arches. He is nearly well again, a 
in a month will be back lu the thl 
of the fray.
Williams or any of the 118- 
men, and the fans may be assu

the fans would have more
r attractions- wit. have to make for the Welsh

^'e *%£ ra-sdaS^nter the rtn*a nne-
h largiT0 numbers to Ritchie’s ambition is to get back his
match as they do 
irk. If there is such 
iave missed it altogether, and 
ny time I have traveled 
, hit- Put on attractive bouts 
good men and the prtcee 
no matter how high, will 
the crowds away. New York 

dreds of thousands of tran- 
■1th In her limits the year 
tnd among them are men who 
■e to be amused and are wlll- 
ty a stiff prioe for the privll- 
d what Is there in the sport 
t appeals to a 
re than a boxing contest be- 
oya of recognised skill and

\
Is no
the

title, and as there Is little chance to 
do that from a clever hoy like Welsh 
in a ten-round bout, he Is working 
with the sole Idea of making such a 
showing against the champion In the 
coming tocArt that the ptibllc will de
mand that Welsh meet htm In a longer 
one.

;
,1

He wants to meetI

Welsh in Some Real Work.
And this batbie should give us a 

real line on Welsh- In recent bouts the 
champion has shown very poorly by 
comparison with' previous efforts, Ttnd 
tfie experts are of the opinion that the 
little Welshman has hit the old to
boggan for fklr- That maiy or may not 
be the case. -There Is no denying that 
the champion looked pretty bad In his 
last three bouts, but It is also a well 
known ftict that he had not been tak
ing very good Oare of himself either. 
And a few weeks' real work might 
make an entirely different boy out of 

.., People to him. Welsh has never Indulged In 
m. can’t eiven think In nguree dissipation to any exteiit, and may toe 
ti for a ten round bout be- pardoned for an 'occasional trans- 
e same boys. Is It any won- gresslon now that he has reached the 
boxing Is not flourishing here goal he has so long sought. But he 
mid? Why, a man can see should not try to bum thè candle on 
mts in) almost any medium both-ends at the samt time. Either he 
ddle western City than In must take a vacation from tho ring 
-and alt prices that would to indulge himself in -his little dissi- 

make local promoters drop In a faint, patlons oy attend to business. The two 
I'am told that Jim Coffroth and not mix, and It is not fair to t-he 

Tom McCarthy, the veteran Call- pujjuo for a champion to en-ter the 
torn la promoters, are on the look-out rtng lt ^ js not {„ shape to do hlm- 
tor a promising field of operation- gelf nnd -the patrons of the sport full 
They need look no further than New 
York City, the largest \ city in the 
country, tty greatest boxing town in 
the world, and no competition worthy 
of the name to buck against. Think 
It over, men, think it over- 

If anything should happen to pre
vent Jack Johnson from climbing Into 
the ring next Saturday afternoon • it 
would not necessarily mean that the 
promoters had abandoned all Idea of 
holding the match. Those back of the 
project, supposed to be Harry Frazce 
and Lawrence Weber, prominent New 
York " theatrical men, have already 
dug pretty deep for preliminary funds.
■uch as Johnson's traveling expenses, 
the cost of altering tho yace track, 
and the erection of seats, and a hun
dred and one other Jetalls that run 
Into money. These men have 
tteely too much Invested to draw out 
now, and should the fight, be post
poned from the date originally «ot I 
look for them to see the thing out 
later on.
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Iphla can bid ten thousand 
>r KUbane and Williams to 
rounds- But tho m&tch- 
f big Madison Square Gar- 
i seven million

IBSB iY UNDERWOOD Vi
z

he asked me where I was able to get 
hold of so much money and I recalled 
to him his ‘beg, borrow or steal’ ad
vice- I offered to divide with'him, but 
he wouldn’t have It and merely said 
that ! took him too literally.?-

* * *

wHILE on the twin topics of gam
bling and fish, Fred Lennox re
lates that the boys were dis

turbed a godd deal at one stage of the 
game In New York by the activities,of 
the police department’s handbook 
squad. Some of them were sheerly
discouraged by being pinched fro- _ ____
quently, but a few of the faithful," in- I T C. BARN ABBE, of the old
eluding Lennox,1- stuck for the tips that I I Bqstohians, was playing poker
would lead them to obscure spots * * in a Chicago hotel. There was a
where they might get their bets down big pot on toe tablé. Barnabe» and
on the races. one other player being toe only ones

1u«.t!ce In the fortuities of this pillar to post w6io hadn’t been scored out. The
' Ritchie It is claimed has not had chance-taking, one layer of odda gave | comedian’s opponent took two cards
- b't f ’ — lon„ that he wi,n no* toe out ln Information that there was a Ion the draw and the other player one-In kroner Ahkpe oithtr “ But Ritohle ™arket oVer ln Brooklyn with a Tho man with threes didn’t help, tout
hasPneV<tr given h’-mself over to dissl- telephone in the cellar and a bank roll ' he was sura that he could beat the two
D^icS. ^ v sorL ^fd l^ds a model tol ■“ wlae b°ya to Shoot at. The pairs toe felt that Bamabee had. So -he 
MlstTnce Tnfe oomtawT^actice is °«twArd appearance of the place car- shoved in all of his chips) Bamabee 
neemsmw to ^erf^tto^Vor heâr°tie^ ri,^out, the ‘dea “d the significance skinned back his -band and found out

° to 5,™,» of the sign above the door. Passersby. that be had filled.
tT ^rter off iSd he Uken on T^ew could 8!® ^ Wnda -°f Inside, but' Just then the -agent of the Boston-
cppomfnts during hlstonl stay in ““«reft activity in trade. As Lennox tons put his head in the doorway and,

entered he saw an old handbook man said: ^
h”d ln overalls and jumpers behind the “Mr Bamabee, there is 

llî»Pcî5u^>,heavn’ 8rlou/rfmrr,nrô counter. Lennox knew him to be an in the parlor who wants
! outside man, but for the commercial “Teil tbo genUeman,” responded the 
world he waa a sure enough fish sal»- calmly, 'that Ihav» caB-to him. and that should be sufficient man. There he stood with a fish about 6

,wl? ,Put w t?6 two feet long which he was scaling in 
battle of his life against the man who a workmanlike way. An old woman 
outpointed him for the title in London looking the stock over said to the 
tost summer. \ steerer: ,

It is not likely that Ri-tchle wiK “What ls the price of shad?” . 
knock Welsh out in ten rounds- “I don’t know,” said the salesman.
Therefore, the most the American “you will have to wait for the second 
challenger can expect Is to earn thé betting.” 
popular verdict H Ritchie, not gen
erally regarded as a scientific boxer, 
outpoints the champion, the conolùs- 
lon will toe that Welsh has gone (back 
so far that bis chances of successfully 
defending the title over a longer route 
would toe practically nit Ritchie may 
be lucky enough to cross that good 
right of his to Freddy’s jaw, but the 
latter ls a wonderfully clever defens
ive fighter, and against so strong and 
hard hitting an opponent as Ritchie, 
ls sure to make the battle a defensive 
one thruouit. As no referee's decis
ion will toe rendered. It will matter 
little to Welsh whether the newspaper 
verdict ls for or against him.
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N a Derby day at Washington 
park a student of the horses 
went to the track resolved to 

bet oh Sidney Lucas. He fell in, as 
they all do, with hostile sentiment 
from a'group of familiars who had a 
vision of Sam Phillips cooled off and 
eating personally selected oats.

When he went into the betting ring 
the crowding flustered him and the 
names of the two nags were Jumbled. 
He was going to bet on Sam PhiHlps, 
but he called for a bet on Sam Lucas. 
The ticket read for a gamble on Sid
ney Lucas, but when he discovered it 
he couldn’t get back into line.

The ticket was a winner, as the 
elect will recall.
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Drink Cosgraves Mild 
(Chill-Proof) Pale Ale 
with your dinner apd 
give tea and coffee a rest.
Try a glass of Cosgraves Mild 
(Chill-Proof) Pale Ale with
your dinner. It is better for 
you. It aids digestion, is a food as 
well as a beverage and is much better 
for you.
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THE superstitions of gamblers ato 
as numerous and ill-founded as 
the fallacies of

Jim Thinks Different- 
While the popular Impression ap

pears tq be that the promoters are 
bound to lose money, I believe that 
it will be the other way about if the 
fight is held as scheduled next Satur
day. During that week the Texas 
Cattle Dealers* Convention will 
full swing at El Paso, and that 
would seem

any other 
Still, one of them comes true 

en to keep them active, 
the effect tnat a gam

bler becomes lucky Just before he Is 
going to die.

Jofch Biglow knew all the games, on 
the track and off, and was a splendid 
card player. He was particularly pro
ficient at casino, which, to the layman, 
has a Dorcas society ring to It. but 
which brings out 
played two-handed.

Six months before Josh died he sat 
in for a dollar a side and won twelve 
games lip a row—from no mean foe, 
neither. This seemed to be a hunch 
and he played casino every day for a 
week, losing only rarely. At last he 
slipped his cards down and raid:

“Boys, I'm going to die.”
They tried to laugh him out of the 

notion, but he was stubbornly fatal
istic.

“No" he went on, “I shall cash be
fore long, but in the meantime I’m go
ing to try to -roll up a little coin for 
my children.

division
every now and the 
An odd one is to

&a."ne
Xto assure a return that 

' would go a long way to paying the 
fifrse and other expenses. Seats at 
235 and 280 each run into big money 
very Hast, and the cattle dealers’ body 
* composed of men not likely to 
argue over the price of a seat for a 
worlds championship boxing match.

However, if the bout is set back a 
Jew weeks, either to give Johnson 
more time to train, or tor any other 
reason, the receipts will suffer mater
ially, but I look for the promoters to 
go thru with the deal Just the same- 
Only in that'event a Willard victory 
would be their sole hope for gain.

One of the few bouts arranged for 
thé near future in New York that 
premises to be an interesting affair 
« the Willie Rltchle-Freddy Welsh 
match scheduled for Thursday, March 
11, at Madison

t\
v * * *

OCTAL SMITH, long ln partner
ship with Harry Perry, likes to 
have something at stake if he 

ls driving a nail or catching a fish- 
On the latter proposition he was in 
association with -Willie Shields, the 
two being in Florida on a winter trip.

The two were out ln a boat when 
Social suggested a wager of 50 cents 
an ounce ln the difference of the 
strings. Shields agreed, and immed
iately committed a fraud by pinning 
a goed sized shlnmer on his hook and 
hauling It ln as a capture. The shln- 
ner went to ax* to the water as a lure 
and excited the appetite of a bass, 
which, ln turn, brought to the top of 
the wattr and to arrest a forty pound 
revalo.

•'Great start,” exclaimed Social. “A 
minnow parlayed Into a mine.’’

* * *

mSa great memory
t

This is the last of the ,erie, of 
articles Mr. Corbett has been contri- 
butina regularly to the sport pages 
of The Sunday World. By the time 
this article appears iff print the for
mer heavyweight champion will be 

............ ... ,h*
to.1

1 Mr. Corbett has requested the sport- 
inq .editor of The Sunday World to 
announce that he hopes to resume the 
series of interesting and timely box
ing stories upon hie return to this 
country next year.

JL
igagement in the 
theatres of Aue-vaudeville

Cosgraves
Mild (Chill-Proof)

I’ll play casino until / 
pass, for that ls the fall of the cords.”

When Bigelow’s estate was proved It 
was found to consist entire1/ of money 
in the bank, 28,700 ln casino currency.

A committee from the fraternity 
called on the widow to discuss the 
funeral arrangements and two 
deputized to 
suggested as a floral monument, a 
broken column surmounted by a cross.

"Put two of them there," said the 
relict-of Bigelow. "I’ve often heard 
Joeh speak about that sort of thing.”

l
Square Garden-

Why Not Recognize Feds? F WHI » LENNOX relates that on a 
New York poolroom circuit he 
noticed for a stretch of three., 

weeks an ultra pale faced man who 
looked distressed, tout made no de
monstrations. He just seemed to be a 
minor monument to hard lock.

Fred and tihe stranger were sitting 
In a window seat waiting for the call 
of a race.

The telegraph Instrument clicked 
and -the operator announced: “Third 
race at -Morris Farit; they*be off—oil 
In a bunch."

The strongér turned to Lennox and 
remarked, gravely;

were
Theymake them final.

WMÂ*
Leaeué* j?!1,!?-!™.V'tmF'ed,eral its leaders are men of integrity

«„lv8^t onal °t an and ability as well as financial back- 
ban 1ag> »nd measure up to major league
, , aff e article itself is standard in every way tha* they have
^d°we f°U8iht fMr considering the difficulties

Plausible. The au- in their way, and have proved game, 
thor says that expansion ls hound to a qualttv adlmlred toy all AmericansThe on.y" obstode In the wa^^anL' 
that this expansion must toe of tihe mg them major league rating so the,Mlnor a7ticle atates- is the argumfnt that 

to ma,or ,eftgue there are not enough major league 
sizé, and cities that can support one players for three leagues. This argu- 

?t2e c,?v d a“P7>ort ment was used In the days of the Am- 
. Some wuper cities like Chicago eric an League expansion and emiod- 

■ad New York could support three or ed toy that league. With the enormous
mors clubs. __ Increase in professional players, the

The article claims that the coming enforced cutting down of «he roster 
of the American League made base- of all major league clubs, and other 
ban and that normal expansion would sources of supply, the article daims 
equally benefit baseball today. The ^that enough players would be uneerth- 
establiSbment of e third major league, t ed and developed ln the course of e 
it le argued, would not cut Into the year or two to put three major leagues 
business of the present majora tout in on a sound playing basis, 
the long rtm would Increase that bust- Even if organized baseball wanted to 
irons Just as «he American League In- continue a losing fight, it could do 
creased the business of the National, the Federal League the most subtie 
Tile da tan ls made for the Federal Injury by recognizing them, as it would 
League that it has successfully passed then be free from any further raids 
thru the wildcat or experimental stag», ' on Its players.

iPale Ale«.« «
/'"'’HARLEY (Marker) MATTHEWS, 
X, long Identified with billiards, used 

to work for George H«n|tln» as à 
bartender when Hankins had his 
gambling house at old 184 Clark street 
Garfield Park track was open then and 
the landlord took a keen interest in the 
track and ln some of the horses.

One day when Matthews was behind 
the bar Hankins said:

“Charley, a filly to going to start lu 
the 2-year-old race today that can’t be 
beat Go and bet anything you mu 
on her; beg, borrow, or steal. She la 
a cinch If there ever was one."

‘‘At that time,” relates the marker, 
•we used to keep a thousand or two on 
hand for possible use as cash bail 
bonds, I took a thousand and bet It 
on the filly at 4 to 5. She won mi 
right and I was all smiles when 
Hankins cams ln that nlgnt T can 
see from the look of you that you took 
my hunch,’ said Hankins, * How 
much did you wlnr When I told him

I0 vMade from the best malt and hops and pure 
filtered water. An econontica! and healthful 
beverage.

club haaV^w^L.^ eT h°™e h“two.

FORESTERS HOLD BANQUET.

About 120 me-nb.tr» of the Anc ont 
Order of Fores:ere held a banqt ct ln 
the Iroquois Hotel last evening, ’,-l.e 
proceeds wore in all ..f the Tnn-ntt 
Hospital Board. William Godard gave 
an address, rind i-toal talon*, attainin'! 
In the program. The toast to the King 
was fittingly respen led to, ati'l ’Tip
perary" was » pop xto> evng with tits 
guests.

On wle st an dealers, hotels, and licensed \\ \cafes.
For over half a century the Ooegrafe label 
has meant the best In malt and Imp 
beverages.

As/light as lager, but 
better for you.
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