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Australia—His Final Let ter.

By James J. Corbett

Former Ieavywelghi Champlon of

i ¥ Worl AN
NEW YORK, Feb. ' 27.—(Written '

specially for The Sunday World).—In
that frenzied bidding oontest for the
Johnny Xilbane-Kid Willlams match,

i phia\ promoters have made
New York matchmakers resemble the

. well known piker. . Unfortunately for

(Gotham, fans there is only one big
club in existence here, and those back
of it are working on ' a Mtﬁgj
system- This they can 4o as they
‘have no competition, and evidently
nothing to fear in that line as long as
the present board of commissioners
are permitted to run affairs in such
an arbitrary way as they have re-
oently. And thal is the sole :
why other citles grab match
match, that would ‘ in the nht
order of things come to the hig ftown.
The Madison Square Garden pro-
moters will not guarantee boxers any-
fizxed sum any more. Or at least they
will not tie themselves up In any
where there 'seems to be a possibility
of loss to them. If they had some
good live competition it wobld be en-
tirely different. It would quite
unnecessary for matchmakers to bid
#0 high that money would be lost, but
competition would mean that the
s would have to stave their pro-
fits and the fans would have more
and better attractions. }
Gotham Fans Are Fish. -
There is no other city in the world

where  the .
h F

bexing match

New - York. there is

place I have missed it altogether, and
during my time I have travsled
around a hit. Put on aitractive bouts
between good men and the prices
charged, no matter how high, -will
not keep the crowds awuy- New York
has hundreds of thousands of tran-
sients within’ her Jimits = the year
around, and among them are men who
oome here to be amused and are will-'
ng to pay a stiff price for the privil-
ege. And what is. there in the sport
line that appeals to a red-blooded
man more than a boxing contest be-
tween bLoys of reoonuled\ skill and

ttation? ¢

r‘.}[)"huwelphh _can bid ten thousand

p Kilbane and Willlams to .
dollers for ® e

box six rounds. But ' the
makers of hig Madison Square Gar-
den, with seven milllon people to
draw from. can’t even think in figures
that high for a tem round bout be-
tween the same boys. Is it any won-
der that boxing !s not flourishing here
a8 it should? Why, a man can see
better bouts in)almost any medium
gized middle western city than in
Gotham—and at prices that would
make local promoters drop in a faint.
I'am told that Jim Coffroth and
Tom Mc('arthy, the. veteran 'Cali-
forhia prumoters, are on the look-out
for a promising field of tion.
They need look no W than New
York City, the largest \ city in the
country, th,o greatest boxing town in
the world-~and no corhpetition worthy
of the name to buck against. Think
it.over, men, think it over- : k
If anyvthing should happen to pre-
vent Jack Johnson from climbing into
the ring next Saturday aftermoon- it
would not necessarily mean that the
prombters had abandoned all idea of
holding the match. Those back of the
prujects supposéd to be Harry Frazee
and Lawrence Wehey, prominent New
York theatrical men, have already
dug pretty decp for prelimmnary funds.
such as Johnson's traveling expenses,
the cost of altering the pace track,
and the erection of seats, and a hun-
dred apd one other iletails that run
into money. These men have en-
too much invested to draw out
now, and should the fight be post-
ed from the date originally sct I
k for them to see the thing out

iater on.

Jim Thinks Different.

While the popular impression ap-

rs tg be that" the promeoters are

und to lose money, I beleve that
it will be the other way about if the
fight is held as schedulad next Satur-
day. During that week the Texas
Cattle Dealers’ Convention will be in
full swing at El Paso, and that alone
would seem to assure a return that
wculd go a long way to paying the
:\me and other expenses. Seats at

35 and $30 each run into big money
very fast, and the cattle dealers’ body
§» composed of men not lkely to
argue over the price of a seat for a
worl championship boxing match.

Howewer, .If the bout is set back a
JYew weeks, elther to give Johnson
more time to train, or for any other
reason, the receipts will suffer mater-
fally, but I look for the promoters to
guthru with_the deal just the same.

v in that/event a Willard victory
would be their sole hope for gain,

One ‘of the few bouts arranged for
the near future in New York that
r:omisea to be an interesting affair
e the Willie Ritchié-Freddy Welsh
match scheduled for Thursday, March
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illard Fight Are Wise Men:

thch;‘e"; &rﬂv&l in, tom aget mh:s
long lay-off nas- injecte onsider-
able tu”:““" mtolthe m‘nn.xlm‘ mg
as ¥ on  made humse

solid wig New York fans by his
agrressive style of milling, when he
fought Leach Cross last year, the pro-
motérs are assured of one of the big-
gest "houses of the season. .

‘Welsh with any other boy - than
Ritchie, or possibly MeFarland, would
not draw much money to the Garden
just now. Freddy has appeared here
80, often of late, and his work has so
greatly deteriorated that the fans
have become very tired of paying from
$2 to $10 to see him waltz ‘ten rounds
when they can-
Vernon Castle stuff at the theatre for
a couple of bones. But the sports
knew that Freddy is not going to have
time for any y business with
Willie Ri e. He is going to be an
exceedingly busy young man for ten
rounds—If the mill goes that long—
and he will have to be in much better
vondition than hé has shown here in
months to keep up the stiff
Ritchie is sure to set from the ve
first tap of the bell. -

‘While Mitchie has not been seen in
the ring in public but once since los-
ing the title to Freddy, theérefore
muy not be at his highest speed, the
crowd can depend that he will give
them a good run for their money. He
i8 already down near the weight he
wik have to make for the Weish
match, and will enter the ring a fine-
ly trained athiete ;

Ritchie’s ambition is to get back his
title, and as there is little chance to
do that from a clever boy like Welsh
in a ten-round bout, he is working
with the sole idea of making such a
showing against the champion in the
comjng hout’that the public will de-
mand that Welsh meet him in a longer

one. ;
Weish in Some Real Work. -

And this battie shouwd give us a
reai line on ‘Welsh. In recent bouts the
champion has shown very poorly by
comp: with previous efforts, and
the experts are of the opinion that the
little Welshman has hit the old to—
boggan for fair. That may or may not
be the case. 'There is no denying that
the champion looked pretty bad In his
last bouts, but it is also a well
known t that he had not been tak-
ing very good d¢are of himself either.
And a few weeks' réal work might
make an entirely different boy out of
him. ‘Welsh has never Indulged in
dissipation to any ?xtent, and may be
pardoned for an ‘'occasional trans-
gression now that he hgs reached the
goal he has so long sought. But he
should not try to bugn thé candle on
both: ends at' the samé time. Either he
must take a vacation from the ring
to indulge himself in his little dissi-
pations or attend to business, The two
will not mix, and it is not fair to the
public for a champion to enter the
rving it he is not in shape to do him,
gelf and ‘the patrons. of the sport full
hustice. 5

Ritchie, {t is claimed, has not had
a bout for so long that he wiil net be
in proper shape either. Bul Ritchie
has neveér given himself over to dissi-
pation of .any. sort, and leads a model
existence. True, constaat practice is
‘necessary to perfection, or near-per—
fection, ‘and Willle, no doubt, would
be better off had he taken on a few
opponents during hils long stay in
San Francisco. But he is young, and
in perfect health, and is far from be-
ing foolish. No one realizes more
than he just what this match means
to him, and that should be sufficient
guarantee that he wil put up the
battle of his life against the man who
outpointed him for the title in Liendon
last summer. A

It 18 not likely that
knock Welsh out in ten vrounds.
Therefore, the most the American
challenger can expect is to earn thé
popular verdict. If Ritchie, not gen-
erally regarded as a sclentific boxer,
outpoints the champion, the conclts-
fon will be that Weish has gone back
8o far that his chances of successfully
defending the title over a longer route
would be practically nil. Ritchie may
be lucky enough to cross that good
right of his to Freddy's jaw, but the
latter is a wonderfully clever defens~
lve fighter, and against so strong and
hard hitting an opponent 2s Ritchie,
is sure to make the battle a defensive
one thruout. As no referee's decis—
fon . will be rendered, it will matter
little to Welsh whether the newspaper
verdict is for or against him,

Ritchie will

This is the Jast of the geries of

articles Mr. Corbett has heen contri-
buting regularly to the sport pages
of The Sunday World. By the time
this article appears ig print the for-
mer heavyweight champion will be
well started on his voyage across the
Pacifio to fill an engagement in the
leading vaudeville theatres of Aus-
tralia.
1 Mr. Corbett has roguested the sport-
ina editor of The Sunday World to
announce that he hopes to resume the
series of interesting and timely box-
ing -stories upon. his return ' to this
country next year.

11, at Madison Square Garden.
|
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[rWhy Not Recognize Feds ?

‘Why not recognize the Federal
League? is the sensat'onal title of an
article in the March issue of the Base-
ball Magazine. The article itself is
too long to quote, but the arguments
used are at least plausible. The ay-
thor says that espansion is bound to
come every few years in baseball and
that this expansion must be of the
strictly major league wvariety. Minor
!.?gw cities grow to major league

3 d cities that can support one
club 0 a size that could support
two. 1 cities like Chlcago
and New York could support three or
more clubs: ,

The articls claims that the coming
of the American League made base-
ball and that normal expansion would

 sbenefit ' baseball today. The
! of a third major league,
“would not cut into the
t majors, Wsut in
d intrease that
fows just as the American League

that busi-
in-
oreased the business of the | 1, | the Federal League
The d.zu“ made for mmfwmbymosmz!ns them, as it would
League ‘passed

or
it has successfully

that its leaders are men of integrity
and ahbility as well as financial back-
ing, and measure up to major league
standard in every way, that they hawve
fought fair considering the difficulties
in their way, and have proved game,
& quality admired by all Américans.
The only obhstaclé in the way of grant-
g them ‘major league rating, so the
article states, is the argument that
there are not enough -major league
players for three leagues. This argu-
ment was used in the days of the Am-
erican League expansion and explod-
ed by thut league, With the enormous
Increase in professional players, the
enforced cutting down of the roster
of all major league clubs, and other
| sources of supply, the article oclaims
ithat enough players would be unearth-
jed and developed in the .course of @&
year or two to put three major ‘leagues

on a sound playing basls,
Bven if organized baseball wanted to
continue a losing fight, it could do
the most subtle

then be free from any further patds

thru the -wildcat or expeniméntal stage, ' on its players.
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Jif money were to be
a matter of record that

Joe alvg'n.,;wg was thea at

xer, Now Re-
from Injury, Goes

RK, Feb. 27.—Written in
_chapters of the pugilistic
names of s who, al-
er “held any  champion-

Among them were Kid™

“McCoy, Toni - Sharkey,
'?d others who might { |

. : Such a man is John-

5 g » one of the

- the memories of. the l

“Were wi
. Regan was in the game tor what he
could get out of it. and he barred none
: had. He rarely

met a man of his own Gﬂhxh_t.-and it is
ohnny Coulon,

" Willlams,

‘the clmnphn{ and “Kid" Wil
then an aspirant for championship

“the |

Resan, Bantam
- Would Fight Them

All

ons

up
do,

127

b s
Cllb Machine
~“The tamou:: Cub m; :
. had a com
" of E@. Reulbach, the
* pitcher. One of his

- expressions when in
mood was, ‘I have

in the p

y Evers

Reulhach.

enough.

yof ‘the fray,
Williams or any
men, and the fans may

Mandot‘and stirring times when

Ji
will never forget
schemes. “The C
i Pittsburg one day,
{I' . Reulbach’s turn to

- +Johpny. “He warm

‘and said: 'What's i
1l with you? Can’t

11l -~ ball on the plate? 1f

© get out of the

‘Y have a

GI Y

naven't

of . the
he

HILE on the twin topics of gam-
bling and fish, Fred Lennox re-'
lates that the boys were dis-

turbed a godd deal at one stage of the
game in New York by the activities of
the police department’s handbook
squad. Some of them were sheerly
discouraged by being pinched : fre-
quently, but a few of the fatthful, in-
cluding Lennox, stuck for the tips that
would lead fthem to ' obscure spots J
where they might get their bets down/
on the races. 1 : ¢

chance-taking, one layer of odds gave
out in information that there was a
fish market over in Brooklyn with a
telephone in the’cellar and a bank roll
for all the wise boys to shoot at. The
outward appearance of the place car-
ried out the idea and the:significance
of the sign above the door. Passersbyl
could see all kinds of fish inside, but
no great actlvity in trede. As Lennox

entered he saw an old handbook man |gaid

in overalls and jumpers -behind the
counter. Lennox knew him to be an
outside' man, but for the commercial
world he was a sure enough fish salds-
man. There he stood with a fish about
two feet long which he was scaling in
a workmanlike way. An old woman
looking the stock over said to the
steerer: '

“What is the price of shad?” .

“I don’'t know,” said the salesman.
“you will have to wailt for the second

betting.”
& & ¢

HE superstitions of gamblers a¥e
as numerous and {ll-founded as
the fallacies of any other

division  Still, one of them comes true
every now and then to keep them active.
An odd one is to the effect tnat a gam-
bler becomes lucky just before he is
going to die.

Josh Biglow. knew all the games, on
the track and off, and was a splendid
card player. 'He was particularly prd-
ficient at casino, which, to the layman,
has a Dorcas soclety ring to it, but
which brings out a great memory
played two-handed.

Six months before Josh died he sat
in for a dollar a side and won twelve
games in/a row—from no mean foe,
neither, This seemed to be a hunch
and he played casino every day for a
week, losing only rarely. At last he
slipped his cards down and eaid:

“Boys, I'm going to die.”

They tried to laugh him out of the
notion, “but he was stubbornly fatal-
istio.

“No,” he went on, “I shall cash bet.
fore long, but in the meantime I'm go-
ing to try to woll up a little coin for
my children. I'll play casino until f
pass, for that is the fall of the cards.”

When Bigelow’s estate was proved it
was found to consist entire'y of money
tn the bank, $3,700 in casino currency.

A committee from the fraternity
called on the widow to discuss the
funeral arrangements and two were
deputized make them- final. They
suggested a floral monument, a
broken column surmounted by a cross.

“Put two of them there,” said the
relict-of Bigelow. “I've often heard
Josh speak about that sort of thing.”

e . & ¢

HARLEY (Marker) MATTHEWS,
long identified with billiards, used
to work for George Hankins as a
bartender when Hankins had his
gambliing house at old 184 Clark street.
Garfleld Park track was open then and
the landlord took a keen interest in the
track and in ‘some of the horses.

One day when Matthews was behind
the bar Hankins said:

“Charley, a filly is going to start in
the 2-year-old race today thai can’t be
beat. Go and bet anything you can
on her; beg, borrow, or steal. She is
& tinch if there ever was cne.”

“At that time,” relates the marker,
“we used to keep a thousand or two on
hand for possible use as cash bay
bonds. I tocok a thousand and bet it
on the filly at ¢ to 5. She won all
right and I was all smiles when
Hankins came in that nignt. 1 can
see from the look of you that you took
my hunch’ sald Hankins, ‘ How

. ; ¥ {one other player being the only ones
In the fortuitics of this pillar to post:mwiho * hadn't | scared

hold of 80 much money ané I recalled
to him his ‘beg. borrow or steal’ ad-
‘vice.” I offered to divide witl him, but
‘he 'wouldn’t have it and merely. sald
‘that\ T took him too literally.”

;i W T

T J C. BARNABBE, of the

% ‘Bostonians, was playing poker
“'Insa’ g0 hotel. There was a

big pot on the table. Barnabee and

: - e { out. " The
comedian’s’ opponent’ took 'two cards
on the draw and the other player one.
The man ‘with threes didn’t help, but
he 'was sure that he could beat the two’
pairs he felt that Barnabee had. So e
shoved in all of his chipsi Barnabee
skinned back his hind and found out
that he had filled.

Just then the agent of the Boston—-
jans put /his head in the doorway and\

“Mr Barnabee, there is a gentleman
in the parlor who wants see you.”
, “Tell the gentleman,” responded ‘the
comedian calmly, *that I have call-

m‘i)
s & &

N a Derby day at Washington
park a student of the horses
went to the  track resolved. to

bet oh Sidney ILaicas. He fell in,as
they all do, with hostile sentiment
from’ a'group of familiars who had a
vision of Sam Phililps cooled off and
eating personally selected oats, :
‘When he went into the betting ring
the crowding flustered him and the
names of the two nags were jumbied.
He was going to bet on Sam Philips,
but he called for a bet on Sam Lucas.
The ticket vead for a gambile on Sid-
ney Lucas, but when he discovered it
he couldn’t get back into 'line,
The ticket was a winner,
elect will recall. 4

: e & &
S OCIAL SMITH, long in partner—

as the

ship with Harry Perry, likes to
have something at stake if he
is driving a nail or catching a fish.
On the« latter’ proposition he was in
association with Willle Shields, the
two being in Florida on a winter trip.
The two were out in a boat when
Social suggested a ‘wager of 50 cents
an ounce in the difference of the
strings. Shields agreed, and immed-
iately committed a fraud by pinning
a good sized shinmer on his hook and
hauling it in as a capture. The shin-Y
ner went back to the water as a lure
and excited the appetite of a bass,
which, in turn, brought to the top of
the water and to arrest a forty pound
revalo.
““Great start,” exclaimed Social, “A
minnow parlayed into a mine.”

e & &

RED LENNOX relates that on a
New York poolroom circuit he
noticed for a stretch of threed

weeks an ultra pale faced man who
looked distressed, but made no de-
monstirations. He just seemed to be a
minor monument to hard luck.

. Fred and the stranger were sitting
in a window seat waiting for the call
of a race,

The telegraph instrument clicked
and the operator announced: “Third
race at Morris Park; theyhe off—al]
in a bunch.”

‘The strangér turned to Lennox and

‘Thatoa, th ng call orse
. 's the h
had in three weeks." b s
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FORESTERS HOLD BANQUET.

About 150 membass of the Anc'ent
Order of Fores:ers held & Lanquet n

&4 ol ¢
‘he asked me where I was able to get

old |*

the Iroquols Fota] last evening. J.c
proceeds wors In 2i1 of the Turomtc
Hospital Board. ‘Willlam ¢Jodard gave
an address, nnd io0al tnlent pesistad

‘n the program, Tha toaut 1o {he King
was flitingly responled to, wupd *Tip-
peraty” Was & popilar gung with the

much did you win? ‘When T told him

guests.

Dirink :Cosaedies. - Mild

(Chill-Proof) Pale Ale
with your dinner and

giveteaand coffee a rest.

Try a glass of Cosgraves Mild

(Chill-Proof) Pale Ale . with
your dinner. It is' better for
you. It aids digestion, is a food as
well as a beverage and is much better
for you. - ‘

Pale

Made from the best malt and hops and pure
filtered water. An economlical and healthful
beverage. ‘ 4

On sale st all deglers, hotels, and loensed -
o8,

ocaf :
label
B ek

-

k]

g




