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Under Which King?

Our neighbor, The Globe, s still
ealling “loudly for a Dominion gen-
eral election, But suppose = Mr.
Meighen yields and calls upon the
people to say whether Meighen, King
or Crerar is to be prime minister.
The people, or some of them at least,
will look to the press for information
and advice. The readers of The Globe
will be especially anxious for light.

During the past few years The
Globe has shed light much like a fire-
fly, never stopping long at one place.
It has been a Laurier Liberal, a Borden
Liberal, a King -Liberal, and is now
apparently developing into a Crerar
Liberal. The old line Grits thruout
Ontario say The Globe i not a Lib-
eral at all, It is, at any rate, anti-
Meighen. In East Elgin, it was im-
possible to say whether The Globe
wanted the Liberal candidate or the
Farmers' candidate to win. Since
that election it has' been urging the
Liberals and the Farmers to get to-
gether, divide the country between
them and march in solid phalanx
against the government, :

But any such union at present is
far from being accomplished. The
Farmer, flushed with success, cares
little about the Laurier Liberals of
Ontario. He won in spite of Mr.
Ring and his candidate in Kast El-
gin, and he no longer fears the result
of a triangular contest in any rural
riding. He lg going to support Mr,
Crerar, run his own candidate, and
make no deal of any kind, before the
election at least, with the Liberal
party. |

‘Well, . then, suppose Mr. Meighen |
dissolves the house tomorrow and
orders a wgeneral election on Febru-

half the  Montreal-Toronto trains,
‘oronto-Ottawa trains, transcontin-
ental trains, would carry the whole of
the business and allow of the old pas-
senger travel rates to come back.
This is not a good time to waste
money or collect extravagant charges,

The Farmers Are Consolidating.

The one clear thing on the political
horizon these days e the increased
solidarity and broadening outlack of
the organized farmers of Canada.
They are growing in numbers, and
making a close sgtudy of politics and
of economics. And they are tackling
thelr own business problems at the
same time that . they are tackling
politics, Py

Those who woulé fight them must
study their methods. And you can't
fight them with discredited politicians
or discredited methods.

Cheaper Building Material,

Improved street car and radial ser-
Vices are in sight in and about *To-
ronto, ‘The result will be g 16t of new
houges will be started and work found
for house meéchaiics if the building
material firms have the foresight to
modify their charges for building mat-
erial: brick, lumber, lime, cement,
plaster, hardware, plumbing fittings,
paint, ete,

Remarked in Passing.

They say women curatef will soon_be
et work in English churches. But what
will young unmarried members of the
congregation say about this proposal?

* L] L

Two men are under arrest charged with
the theft of a cigar case valued at $10,000
from Charles M, Schwab. Does this mean
that Mr. Schwab will henceforth be re-
duced to carrying his cigars in his vest
pocket in the ordinary way, |

L] * L ]

Old ladies who set budldings afira by the
careless smoking of cigarets should be
induced to turn from the frivolizies of
youth and take to pipes, as more in keep-
ing with the dignity of age.

: s 9

Probably by the time the radlal comi-
mission has finished its work aerial navi-
gation will be so far advanced as to
make radials quite unnecessary,

LI

It begins to look as if only the limita-
tions of human life or another and bet-
ter job will release Toronto from the in-
cumbency of her present mayor,

;. = s @

At Estevan, Sask., they are turning out
briquettes made from lignite that are

ary 1. Will The Globe be clear Grit |52id to be the equal of anthracite, and

or Farmer? Will it support Mr, King
or Mr. Crerar? . No one is able tésay,
The columns of our neighbor may be
searched in vain for any whole-
hearted support of‘ the Liberal leader.
When Mr. King came to open his
scampalgn in Toronto, The Globe ad-
vised people to go and hear him, be-
cause his grandfather, Willlam Lyon
Mackenzie, had been the first mayor
of Toronto. Since then The Globe
has apparently forgotten that the
Liberal party has a leader, Any
burning of incense upon its part has
been at the shrine of Mr. Crerar, A
speedy election would put an end to
‘this  double face. It would compel
our neighbor to unfold himself, to
stand and g,!ve a steady light instead
of Jjumping fences, hiding behind
strawstacks, and ronning all over
the place. It would be the last thing
The Globe would want, It is the last
thing The Globe does want. And
would it be asking too much to call
on our. neighbor to say whether, in
the event of an electlon in the im-
mediate future, it intends to support
Mr. King or Mr. Crerar? It has not
been long back in the Liberal fold; is
it wetting ready to jump again?

Finding Work for the workleu.

The minister of rail ways or the min-
wgber of finance must find a plan of
getting Toronto's new Unidon Sw‘tioni
put finto And in doing this!
ey will find work for four or five
hundred men for a hundved days
more,

The Ontario government ought to
get in towech with the Hydro-Elecirio
Commiigsion and see how much work
the latter can give out this winter and
the coming spring.

service,

or

Perhaps the gov-
ernment and Sir Adam Beck are walt-
ing to see how Toronto's momnery '(v_v-l
laws affecting radials and eledirical en-
engy fare in the coming municipal
election, !

And has the transportation commis-
slon of Toronto tnamed up or is it
framing up a plan to go on with street |
car lines and equipment?
become

These lines |
revenue-producers ais well' ais

make work for the workless! |

Lower Passenger Rates.

There is a falling off in r.‘\o:
passenger traffic earnings of our Can- |
adian will not - pay
the increased passenger rateq author- ‘
ized of |
misgsloners board
slon for a reduction
Year in
roads will
to concede
who must or

The real way railways
out in their is for the Ot-
tawa government to press for an early |
Judgment as to the amount it must |
nay for the Grand Trunk. When that
is done let the management of the
Natignal Railways cut out any un-
necessary trains in the two systems;
then have a conference with the Can-
adian Pacific for a bling up of
some of their competitive\trains.
Half the Halifax-Monftreal trains.J

)
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to cost about half the price of coal. There
is lignite in Ontarlo, and here is one way
in which Mr. Drury might use prison
labor and help the fuel situation in this
country.
s o's

The appointment of an ex-Pinkerton
as an O.T.A. enforcement officer ouglit
to spell worry for some bootleggers if
the law is at all enforceable.
. * 5

If clergymen could post & notice on
their e¢hurch doors, “No one under six-
teen admitted,” they might not have to
complain of empty pews. .

LEAGUE DECIDES
IT W

(Continued From Page 1).

of appropriations for last year, They
added, however, that they could not
consider the restoration of armaments
destroyed during the war as increas-
ed expenditure, but pointed put that
measures were being taken to reduce
the period of military service. M.
Poullet of Belgium said:

“Belglum has recelved no repara-
tions. 8he cannot spike her guns
while the League of Nations “is in
the process of formation.”

The committee in its report pointed
out that a convention for the econtrol
of the traffic in arms and ammunition
was signed by Great Britain, the
United States, France, Japan, Bel-
gium, Bolivia, Cuba, China, Ecua®or,
Greece and Italy at St. Germain when
the Austrian peace treaty was signed,
but that this convention had not yet
been ratified and that no steps had
been taken to make it effective. The
report proposes that the council urge
the signatories to  ratify the treaty
without delay, .

Prohibits Trade in Arms.

The convention in question pro-
hibits exports of arms and munitions
except under special licenses for de-
liveries to the governments themselves.
It was especially intended to prevent
the quantities of arms remaining on
hand at the end of the war from fall-
ing into the hands of the lesg civilized
Peoples. It providesr for an interna-
tional office’ to control the tgide in
arms. The committee proposes that
this body be used in a more general
way to exercise control over the pri-
vate manufacture of arms.

The league council this morning
virtually approved the plan for
international credit organization,
framed at the Brussels financial con-
ference. The economic commission

| appointed by the council, after more

gessions, has amplified the
scheme into what the commission
members believe will be g working

{ organization, but the fundamentals of

the plan remain unchanged.

The: council met again this after-
noon to ratify finally several remain-
ing provisions of the plan.

PASSENGER STEAMER ASHORE.

Havana, Dec, 14.—The steamer San
Pablo of the United Fruit Line, bound
from Boston for this port with passen-
gers and a cargo of print paper, is
aground at the entrance to Havana
harbor. Apparently she is in no im-
mediate danger, altho she rests at the
foot of the Prado. The sea is relative-
ly calm and the vessel shows no list.
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| ARE HARD-HEARTED

L GO SLOW|:

. MISS TORONTO: Don’t worry, Thomas! You are

my faithful watchdog.

SOME LANDLORDS

(Continued From Page 1).
able' to pay for the privilege of get-
ting work, 200 have been placed in
positions -since last Friday night.
Counting those who have repeated re-
quests for relief, the number grarted
relief totals nearly 6000.
Some Evictions,

Perhaps the most unpleasant factor
in the present situation is the threat-
ened eviction of tenants, the threats
carried out ih some cases. It is under-
stood that at present there is not quite
the desired co-ordination of effort in
this matter between the Salvation
Army and the city, dgecause there are
80 many cases, and the cases are diffi-
cult to deal with. But cordiality has;
featured all the work carried out. The
difficulty has been to deal satisfactorily
with the problem with the small funds

namely, the $50,000 granted by the city
council.

Brigadier Fraser of the social ser-
vice department of the Salvation Army
yesterday cited the case of Ray lLar-
son, who lived with his wife and child
in the BEast Dundas street district of
the city, While this man was looking
for work on Monday at the central
employment office, the landlady bundled
his wife, their child and all their be-
longings out of the house. The briga-
dier and Captain McElhinney, imme-
diately tﬁey received word of this fact,
got in touch with their reception home
‘at 31 Peter street, and had the family
“homed,” and there they will remain
until the Army can find them comfort-
able quarters. Captain McElhinney re-
ported another such case, and the
brigadier’s office told of 150 extreme
cases of unpaid rentals and threatened
evictions.

Salvation Army’s Work.

An interesting feature of the work
being done by the Salvation Army, un-
der direction of Dr. Hastings and Ser-
geant-Major Creighton of the city hall,
is the provision of bed accommodation
for extreme cases, a hundred comfort-
able beds having been arranged at the
ostel on Church street at the corner
of King street. On Monday a large
number of men slept on bare boards.
Tonight they will sleep in moderate
comfort. A large number of mén made
their way to the Albert street quarters
all day yesterday, and they were pro-
vided in most cases' with tickets en-
titling them to two imeals, and in some
cases, to a bed for the night.

The Army is providing men and
women, whenever necessary, with un-
derclothing, and all men on parole are
also being provided with undersuits.
The World noted two great cases of
these suitings at the Albert street
office.

Brigadier Fraser stated that provi-
sions had, to date, been provided for
400 families. He believed that, so far
as that part of the situation was con-
sidered, ample relief was being affori-
ed. It was the cases of rent eviction
threats which were troubling his de-
partment, because they were of such a
nature thdt in some cases extreme |
care had to be used, while in |
others immediate attention was im- |
perative. In his opinion, ' many
landlords were taking advantage of
the evident intention of the city to
relieve distress to get paid arrears in
rent, their method of taking advan-
tage of the situation being the threat-
ened or actual eviction of tenants.
This, he said, was a most deplorable
situation, which some legal enactment
should be able to reach.

Tradizs Unionists First.

John Doggett, at the session of the
special citizens’ relief committee, stated
that mechanics as trades unionists would
not stand for any ‘“butting in on their
trades while trade union mechanics were
out of employment.”” Touching upon
the ‘question of wages Mr. Doggett as-
serted that wages in Toronto were low-
er by 25 per cent. than those paid i
many other cities.

James T. Gunn urged the need of the
government guaranteeing loans made by
banks to essential industries, thus enabl-
ing many industries to resume work ana
creating more employment. It is’thé in-
tention of the committee to survey the
sibmation by means of ecirculars, pub-
licity and personal canvass of employers.

Dominion Shipyards work Is making
good progress, but Mr. Dalrymple, the
superintendent,
that it would not be possible to get into
full swing for some days yet. More
than a thdéusand applications were re-
celved in two hours yesterday. No men
have been faken from the Collingwood
plant to ,Toronto.

Protest Wage Scale.

It is interesting to note that John W.
Bruce, general organiZér for the plumb-
ers’ and steamfitters’ union in Ontario,

said yesterday afternoon |

has wired to Hon. Gideon Robertson.
minister of labor, to the effedt that 80 |
far as he {s aware the company intends |
to pay wages less than those prevailing |
in the locality, He protests against |
what he terms the violation of the gov- |
ernment contract clause, which calls for
unfon ‘“‘or prevalling’”’ wages. {

Herbert Wright, business manager for |
the shipbuilders’ union, stated that none |
of his men had been taken on to date, |
and that the management was evidently |
prepared to cut wages. The company had |
applied to the vocational branch of the |
Soldiers’ Re-establishment for men, he
said, as follows; Carpenters, 75 cents an !
hour; blacksmiths, 79 cents: Joiners, 75

cents; bolters-up, 59 cents, and reamers,

50 cents. This contrasts with the pre-
vious rates of 90 cents an hour for car-
penters;
90 cents; bolters-up, 60 cents, and ream-
ers, 60 cents.

Improvement Next Month,

Major Burrowes of the Salvation Army
employment bureau expressed thé belief
that conditions would change for the bet-
ter after the middle of next month when
stocktaking was finished and a new era
of business ushered in. Employers were
now laying off large numbers of em-
ployes because of lack of demand, but
lowered prices would stimulate buying
and production would also receive an im-
petus, :

All day yesterday long lines of men
gathered outside the employme:x bureau
at 46 West King street.,. The men were
ushered in one by one by a hefty police-
man, Complaint was made, that because
of this system many farmers lost good
men and good men lost good homes, so
today officials -will *“gauntlet” the wait-
inds lines for prospective farm e#d other
help.

MANY CANDIDATES

at the disposal of the authorities, |

WILL ENTER FIGHT

(Continued From Page 1),

namely, ex-Ald, H. H. Ball, Ald. Hiltz
and ex-Controller Robbins, and there

‘are likely to be others.

All the present aldermen will be
candidates again with the exception
of Ald. Riltz in 'Ward 1, who’ is out
for the board, and Ald. Miskelly in
Ward 8, who is retiring. In Ward
1 there are eight new men in the
field. They are John Pearson, Thos.
Rennick, John Barnet, W. A. Summer-
ville, W. J. Storey, Lieut. Robert Lux-
ton, A. J. Stubbings and A. H. Wag-
staff, The present aldermen, ¥. M.
Johnston and Richard Honeyford, will
remain in the field.

In Ward 2 Mrs. Kathl‘een Frawley:
M. Crosbie and Roy J. 'Tanner are
new candidates.

The Labor partyis not running can-
didates in Wards 2, 3 and 4, but will
be represented in the other wards.
Charles Reed is a mew man in Ward
3. It is understood ex-Ald. Mogridge
and Geo. M. Rose will also run again
in Ward 3.

There are several new men coming
‘out in Ward 5, including Roy Palmer,
Labor. A. E. Hacker, who was defeat-
ed last year, is in the running again.

New candidates in Ward 6 are Mrs.
Stephens, Robert Kirk, W. H. Jeeves,
R. E. Bradfield, and possibly E. O.
Hodgson. The Labor party {s running
James Simpson in Ward 7 and John
Doggett in Ward 8.

METHODIST DONATIONS
TO MISSIONS INCREASE

e S

Canadian Methodists have increased
their donations nearly $16.000 in mis-
sions during the first six weeks of
their fiscal year.

The total receipts reported amwount
to $79,218, as compared 'with $63,280
for the same period last year.

, The increase is $15,938, which is
regarded as an indication of good gen-
eral financial conditions,

blacksmiths, 30 cents; joiners,.

REAPPOINT R. BRETT
ALBERTA GOVERNOR

Term of Office Extended An-
other Five Years—Native
of Ontario.

Ottawa, Dec. 14—(Special)—Hon.
Dr. R, C.

meet the wishes of the electorate
pmovince,

that 4
A Native of Ontarib.
Ontanio, he went west

withh W{Sﬂﬂ development for forty
years. Duning that period he was one
of the founders of Manitoba Univers
sity, chief surgeon of the Camnadian
Padific, member of the . legislative
assembly of the Northwest Territores,
president gf ithe territorial executive
ocouncil, and Teader.of the opposition.
In 1886 he established the Banff sami-
tarium and was for many yeams medi-
cal director of that institution. The
Brett Hospital at Banff, of which he
was also founded, {s at present con:
ducted by his son,
* To Name Two More.

Two other western £ ~gover-
nors must- ghortly be appointed. Sir
Richand Lake’s term as JNeutemant-
governor of Saskabchewan expired
last October, but he has continued in
office at the request of the govern-
ment. He will retire definitely at the
end of the year, and his successor
will probably be named within a few
days. .

‘The death of Hon. Colonel Prior has
lefit the Neutenant-governorship
British Columbia vaicant. A. C. Flum-
mentelt, the Vancouver capftalist, and
Whaitter Nicol, Vancouver Daily Pro-
vince, are both mentioned for the ap-
pofintment,

NEW OTTAWA RULING
ON P‘ROFIT DIVIDENDS

Ottawa, Dec. 14.—(Special.)—A re-
cent ruling of the finance department
concerning joint s&tock companies
provides that dividends exclusively
from profits realized before the first
of January, 1917, may be distributed
on or before December 31, 1820, with~
out being liable to taxation,
ruling was confirmed by R. W.
Breadner, commissioner of taxation,
when seen by your correspondent this
evening.

BAD TRAPPING SEASON.
Port Arthur, Ont., Dec. 14.—Trap-
pers report a poor season, resulting
from lack of snow and low prices for

furs,

e——————rr

Tenders for Capital Stock

HE CONSUMERS’ GAS COMPAN
OF TORONTO |

———————

Sealed Tenders, addressed to The Consumers’ Gas
Company of Toronto, 19 -Toronto Street, Toronto
Ont., and marked “Tender for Capital Stock,” will
received by The Consumers’ Gas Company of To-
ronto until 12 o’clock noon of the 5th day of Janu-
ary, 1921, for the purchase of twelve thousand seven
hundred and eighty-six (12,786) shares of the un-
issued capital stock of the said Company (each share
having a par value of $50.00), subject to certain
conditions and terms of sale, the particulars of
which, together with the form of tender to be used,

may.bgﬁad on application at the office of the Com-
papy at the above address.

Dated at Poronto, this 10th day &f December, 1920,
By order of the Board of Directors.

ARTHUR HEWTTT

’

be

’

{4t carefully,

of | Watching .in» front,

This |
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The Toronto World’s Weekly Novel

THE MASKED WOMAN{

By Johnston M:oCull

L

Continued Fromi Yesterday’s World.
There was a

m%: the butler's
room, but Madam p restrained
Slude and Wilger from:éntering, The
professor- and Riley should be able to
take care of things there, %he said, and
4 tew minutes later the professor joined
them in the hall, “Red’’ Riley remaining
to guard the butler, as he had been in-
structed.

“There is the dini room,”” Madam
Madecap explained, ‘‘You'j find excellent
plate there. When you have finished, go
to the I that room at the end of
the hall. Take anything of value you
find, but 8o not touch the safe; we
don’t want finger-prints. Y
visit to Miss Dorcas Dartan myself.”

Slade and Wilger slipped into the din-
4ng-room and began their work, the pro-
fessor following them and aiding in put-
ting the plate in bags they had carried
for the purpose. Busy searching for valu-
abies, they gave no attention to M g
Madcap’'s part of the enterprise. Oncé
they heard a woman scream, and pres-
ently llag‘um Madcap came down the
stairs to them, . 3

““Weil, I got the pearls,’” she said. “And
1 was forced to put M Dorcas Dar-
can to sleep. Now to fin and get out,
Professor, call Mr, Riley here,

The professor hurried away on his mis-
sion, and Madam Madcap went into the
library, Wilger me‘?lade had found only
e few articles of ue,

Riley came to the library, and Madam
Madcap held the torch and played the
light on the door of the safe, Riley
was prepared for the task, He drew on
thin rubber gloves that would prevent
fingerprints, he knelt before the strong-
box, and began working the combination.

For five minutes he worked, now and
then grunting in disgust, a then he
voiced a sibilan{ sentence that meant
victory, stood up, and threw the door of
the safe open, Madam Madcap played
the light insid: Riley ripped open the
stronghox and took out some curréncy,
which he hanfied up to Madam Madcap.
A couple of diamond rings followed, and
an old-fashioned bracelet.

He investigated another companrtment,
and found a few bonds. Then he went
thru the safe methodically, handing the
things to Madam Madcap, who discarded
the most of them as worthless or un-
salable. i

“That’'s all!” ‘Red” Riley said. 1

‘“Leave the door open and step back,’
Madam Madcap commanded.

Riley saw that she had a package in
her hand; and now she opened it and
took out a rubber glove, She handled
drew it on her ha
tiously and pressed the tips of her fingers
against the polis door of the- safe,
mear the combination knob. |,

“What's the idea?” Riley wanted

cau-

to

knoyw.

“To throw the police off the track—
and on to a certain other track,” she
whispered in réply. *“I got a cake of
s0ap Hamilton Brone used yesterday
when you let him wash his face and
hands. His fingerprints were upon it.
[ prepared this thin rubber glove with a
coating that took. up the fingerprints
from ithe soap—" b

““And  you've just traneferred this
Brone's fingerprints to the safe door!”
Riley gasped.

“Exactly!”

*I getcha! The know Brone has
disappeared, they fnow was crazy
about you, and went away from that cafe
with you and hasn’t been seen since—"'

“Precisely,” Madam Madcap interrupt-
ed. “And if they find that these finger-
prints are Hamilton Brone’s, they will
think that he was so infatuated with me
that he turned crook to help me steal.

e, now, our work is 'finished.”

‘They gathered in the hall and Madam
M&d!ca‘ P led them toward the rear door.

‘Go out one at a time and scatter,"
she directed. “Get home as auickly as
possible. ~ Professor, sou’'ll be the last
to -lemvg_ befommme."

.One by one, they slippéd thru the door
end into the darkness, each man to use
his own ekill in getting from that dan-
gerous neighborhood and back down -

Slade was told to inform Manrget,

that he was free to

The professor and

the last to leave

make his getaway,

Madam Madcap w
the house, i s

.

' CHAPTER XI.
Waldon Takes the Tnail,
ON THE second - morning after
Hamilton Brone left the cafe in com-

pany with Madam Madocap, Lionel Wal
dron was awakened ; :
e.t“g ]‘"C}:’:k' by his man servant
‘“Telephone, sir,” the n said. 1

my best to say that yox:}‘cwld not: pgli:3
sibly answer' before 10 o'clock, sir, know-
ing that you had retired thorol

ed, but the party insisted t

z&u'.’ Very importdnt, they said—a lady,

“Give her name?"

“Mrs. Hamiiton Brone, sir.’

‘Waldron sprang from bed, put on dress-
ing gown and slippers, and stepped into
the next rdom, where there was an ex-
tenﬂog ?'f the telephone,

- *“‘Hello!” he cried into the transmi s

‘“Lionel? l&‘hia is Elizabeth Brone, Igfg-
don me for calling you at such an early

¢ome over right away?’’
‘Certainly,”” Waldron sad.
ant{:lng wrong?”’
“It's about—about Hamil e
beth Brone said. =y
once.”

Waldron dressed as quickl a8 DPoss
bolted a piece of toast? gul.pyed :ome tct:)lte-'
f::‘i:,'a"d hurried down to his waiting

. \

Waldron’s chauffeur lost no ti
getting to the address, and \Evr;,llsr;g
found himself admitted instantly, and
conducted to the library, A glance at
Elizabe;h Brone told him that she had
not retired the night before. There was
l!:;r in her face, and she had been ween-

“What Elizabeth 7’
aakedh v
“It Hamilton,” she replied.
not been home for three nights. He has
been infatuated with 8ome  masked
woman who has been seen around the
cafes. They call her Madam Madcap
Some of my kind friends have told me,
Lionel. Oh, I assure you I have no pride
left! Three nights ago he left the cafe
with that woman—and he has not been
seen since—nor has this Madam Mad-
cap.”

“What?” Waldron gasped, This last
was news to him, E

“I want you to find him, Lionel,” Eliz-
abeth Brone said. ‘“He may be in trou-
ble—may be detained by force. That-
creature may have accomplices, and they
may be trying to get money from him.
Please do your best, Lionels for I have
a feeling of fear. If it i8 money, help
himr to buy himself out, and let ug have
as dittle scandal as possible I know
that Hamilton Brone is not worthy of my
respect, but I have not ceased to love
him. And I keep telling myself that he
will settle down one day.’

‘T'll do my best,” Wal@von said.

He was very thoughtful as he left tha
Brone residence and drove slowly down-
town. He visited the cafe and had a
talk with the manager, visited several
clubs where Hamilton Brone held mem-
bership, and found nostraces of his man.
At 9 o’clock the following morning, while
waiting for his toast and coffee, Wal-
dron opened the first morning paper that
came to h's hand, and began glancing
at the headlines. An article on the front
page attracted him.

He sat forward in his chair, astonish-
ment writtén on his face as he read. He
saw that the paper was a late morning
edition. It told x the robbery of the
residence of M Dorcas Darcan, a
wealthy qrphan who recently had pur-
chased perty and made a home in the
city, A valuable string of pearls had
been taken, silverware had been stolen,
the library safe had been opened and
jewels and bonds removed,

The robbery in itself was worth the

Eliza-
“Please come td me at

s U

‘Waldron
“He has

‘ntory the newspaper gave it, but the 4

“Ill pay &

hour, but I felt that I should, Can youi

“Is there ‘

utouMng art for Waldron wg
statement olp Miss Darcan that g :r.omt:
had robbed her. She had been awakened
by the light, she sald, and founq a
masked woman in her room. §h
attempted to fight, but had been over
powered, The woman said that ghe was
‘Madam Madecap, and then had ok
formed her victim, Torg.

Servants had told the police that theps
were several men assocated with the
mukded vc(riomun_ ed'r}ixe tchhamffeux-
bound and gagged in the garage
men. Jordan, the butler, h,d"io by two
men, but had been overpowered and ren.
dered helpless, o

“A crook!” Waldron gasped. "&l‘u.
s rath licated thes e

h rather complica! o h
affair. bSurely Brone was not im
in a robbery, ? 5

‘“T've got to get that Madam mﬂh
find out about Brone,” he told himselt.
“And the Pouce will be after hef, too,
after this.

He rushed for his bath, determined to
drees as quickly as poss:ble and take up
the trail. But before he could leave the
apartment, he had a caller, a man’ frop
police headquarters. :

Waldron knew the man, a shrewd de.
tective named Macguire, And’' he knew
that Macguire had not visited him at
that hour of the morning merely to pass
the time of day. Macguire did not leavs
him long in doubt concerming the objeet
of his visit.. 3

“Read about the Darcan robbery?’ he
asked. “ ;

“Just a few minutes ago,” Wal
replied. .

‘p‘Wha.t do you know about this Madam
Madcap person?” .

“I saw her at the cafe severa] ti L
Waldron answered. “‘I know that Hm.
ton Brone and Walter Melkington wers
crazy about the woman, I suppose you
know that Brone has been missing seve
eral days. I thou ght at first that he
was with that woman, carryng on an
affair. Now I don't know what to think.*

“He wvas pretty well lnt&,mnted with
that woman, wasn't he?" Macguire
asked. - ; ¥

‘“He appeared to be, but Brone got ‘5
fatuated with some woman every.
months.”

“] guess there is no doubt that she
a clever crook, and probably the head
a gang. ‘

int. A few years ago you started out
{): study tingomrld!:ut i.;n :gnneetlon with -

usiness, n't yo -
yo““;e:), and now have an important cob
ion."" .
l“'f‘tA(:rxd early in the game you took
prints of a lot of your friends?

“Yes; but what has that to do with

! ¢
th""G:ﬂocard with Brone's fingerprints?*

“I believe I have.”

“{Zlease let me see it,"” said Macguire,

Wondering what was coming, Waldron
went to his file cases in another room
and returned with the card.

{

2 f

We might as well come to the '

inspected the prints thru a magnl

glass. - ey .

“Hum!” he sald, *Waldron, here is
somlzmnz funny.. We found fingerprints
on the front of the safe at the Dareau
place. And they are.the fingerprints of
Hamilton Brone—as I can tell from this

e impossible!” Waldron

’ d“ l’yl
ried. L

: “Fingerprints do not lie, Waldron, and
you know it! And Hamilton Brone is not
known personally to Miss Darcan, and
has mnever been in her house to her

that's

innocently. Know what it means? That

Madcap that he has turned crook to
please her.” {
.“Nonsense!” Waldron cried; but he
was half-afraid it was the truth.
‘“We got a note this morning by spes
cial messenger that puts us on the track.
The messenger said an ordinary-appear-
ing man gave it to him on the street,
sald he was a detective, and paid him
well to carry Gt to us. Here is the note,
Waldron.”" .
Waldron unfolded it, and read :

If, in investigatin the Darcan
house robbery, you find fingerprints
on, the safe, and are unable to find
duplicates in your fiies, go to Lio-
nel Waldron, look thru his private
filgs, and lask particularly to see the
fingerprints of Hamilton Brone.
Walron handed the note back.

“You see?” said Macguire.

*It disn't possibie!”’ i

“Anything is possible when a ma;égg
ecrazy over a woman,” the headquarte
man declared, a

“But who would send that note?"

‘“Why not some member of this Mae
dam Madcap’'s gang, Say some man Brong
had displaced in her affections. It, has
happened a few thousand times before,
‘Well, thanks for your help, Waldron.”

Macguire hurried away, -and for ag
hour Waldron paced the floor and cons
sidered the’ case. He sc y
bring himself to think that Brone d
fallen so low, yet everything seemed to
indicate it. And he did not know wh
avay to turn. The police dragnet w
be put in opeération, of course, ‘but somes
thing seemed to tell Lionel Waldron thaf
Madam Madcap would be clever enough
to evade it.

CHAPTER' XII,
A Deal on the Side.

T NOON the fojowing day, Madam
Madcap called the men togethef
and handed each of them two hundred
dollars. .

“Some of the bonds we got at
Darcon house have been sold already,
she explainéd. “The pearls are being
handled by a fence I can trust. It
take some time to get the money, bu
we’ll get more by not hurrying.”

Tate that afternoon she summon&d the
professor to the parlor.’

“All the boys in?” she asked. 1

‘“They never’ ml}s‘s a‘;neul, my deas

dam Madcap,”’ he said,
Mi'Very well,” she replied. “T want 8
see Marget here—alone, IFind him and
send him to me, without the others
knowing, if you can.”

The gmfessor hurried away, and 8008
Marget entered the parlor, ‘‘Gentle
Joe” Marget’s curiosity was aroused.
sat down at one end of the table,
looked at her expectantly.

“Marget,” Madam Madcap ,said,
is no more than natural that, ’
there arc several men together, ons of
two may be superior to the others.
["have intimated, I have more than 0”:
liron in the fire at the same timeé
am working to get results as ot
possible. And I am judging you men
’rapvld)l,v.” i

Marget smiled af her; he took her

~

“th
on

khowledge so he never touched the safe | _
Prone is so infatuated with this Madam | -

words to mean that he was ahead of the
others in some regard. th-
“Conld you work mMone—that is, ‘Wi
out the other_boys?’ madam asked.
Marget grinned at her. i
‘“I'm on!” he said. »r‘_
“Do you know the National &
ments?”’ she asked, o
“T’'ve passed the buflding, end kno
that a lot of bachelors live there.. Bﬂ‘:
my eye on {t once, but never worked
game.”
“That is the building in which
interested.” Madam Madcap told

Rufus Throckton. He ig about fifty
very eccentric—I suppose most peopid
would call him a freak. He is worth
kinds of money. Marget, this Job
80 easy and profitable that it
too good to he true.’”

“Well,

To Be Continued Tomorrow Morning

ROBBED TELEPHONE EXCHANGE

Minneapolis, Minn., Dec. 14—~TW0
unmasked bandits entered a telephoné
exchange building here today, wrest 1
from the girl-chief operator a smal
box containing $1,500 in cash in pa¥
envelopes and escaped in an 8ulo*
Lmobile‘. -

what’s the lay?” i F

[

are
“One of the wealthy bachelors is ﬂ"m.:“ i
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