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/ THE RELIGION OF ISRAEL
By the Rev. W. g. Jordan

in ZT'^'T'"' f,'«^f
'''^"^-The aim of this article is to givem mere outline the history of Hebrew religion as a liv^n^movement, which reveals to us one of the greft thrLs of h?Drvine purpose, and prepares the way for the Christian faithThe books and subjects mentioned will be dealt with in thecommentanes and other discussions; hence the ma n bjecof this sketch will be to give, as far as the writer is able aconnected vaew of the whole development. The p^ol^em ishistorical m it. character. Our concern is with the life ^f aparticular nation, and with the action of its leaders at aVvenperiod of the world's history, and not with abstract theologca"heones as conceived by the scholasticism of later age Athe basis of our discussion there is a definite view of Israelitehistory and of the literature which tells the story of that eand gives a record of the various stages of thought Thisview ,s both critical and conservative; it has been built up by

firenerations of loving toil, given tto the studv of the locuments
;

it seeks to preserve all the real history contained in the

s^l'gLstdr?.'
'^ "^^^"* sympathetically all the noblstruggles and lofty aspirations that these record. The present

"^Z'rT '^'^^*=t'V'"^'"^'''^-- '""^ '''''' «« f«r «« -e can re-cover them, must be allowed to speak for themselves. But

roH^ H i
^^"^ recognition of an actual development, aGod-guided organic movement, a revelation shining more andmore unto the perfect day. It is not necessary for a Chrfstianteacher to disclaim "mere naturalism." whatever tha maymean. The word "development" in this connexion suggests

to us a movement which is not fully explained by the Geniusof a particular people or their surroundings, by the work ofany one teacher or generation of leaders .the final explanation
lies m the purpose of the living God, who uses all these personsand c.rcuimstances as His instruments. Such development,
being a matter of real life, is exceedingly complex; its roots


