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offensive in the Champagne under the supreme command ofGeneral NiveUe. In the Arra. battles our troops w«e to do
?' \JTJ"*; '"' '^' ^"^"^^ ^d if the^mbin^'o^^!
tions did not produce decisive results the ButishArSEt
n wi"

t««;ferred to Flanders, according to thet^ pS^It was a handi<»p to our own strategical ideas, and iSHert^to weaken our divisions without increasing oti prestige iS^they could be sent to Flanders for the most important L«^SJson our length of front. In loyalty to our Allies itZ,Sedto subordinate our own plan to theirs, and this agreemeTwSearned out utterly. By bad luck the Italians we^eTt ^y
IS^lf* ^' "^-^ *™!' ^^ *^^ ^^'^^ revolution^
already begun to relieve the enemy of his Eastern menace sothat the Anglo-French offensive did not have th^pTos^' 7tdecisive victory which might have come if the Gen^r^eshad been pressed on all fronts.

""lues

I,i5!"«*'*f"^''**^
^^""^^ *"^ ™^» ^^^ nothing of all thishigh strategy, nothing of the international difficulties whi^hconfronted our High Command. They knew only thatTheyhad to attack strong and difficult positions and that theimmediate success depended upon thdr own l^h^ ^d

^^.'^'''^^^^^^^i^S of their men. They were siTe of thltand hoped for a victory which would break the Germ^ Li^They devoted themselves to the technical detSHf tS
^t'rsTlt^,^K".^T^''""^ *^«"«»»* Po«d--<^ over t^epowers that he behind the preparations of battle and decidet^fate of fightmg men. The scenes in .Irras and on the

lived through them. Below ground as weU as above cround

the hour of attack. Above ground they were getting manv

mT ^„r^"' ^"^^ '^^^^ layingUles, build^ h^^
^unHf ' T^. "P ^^* '*«^^^ of material. Below

C^ JJT *^""« *"^^^^ ^d 'na^g them habitable

^ jry hattal'ons, with ventilation shafts ^d electric h^ht

^^s'dL'^ ^".u"" ^ ^^^^^^^ system of vaultsTd
Z^nJ^iffj' ?" *™" °^ '^^ Spanish Netherlands when
Ihl^ ^ *^ f

'*'^^' "^^^ hmlt of stone quarried fromthe ground on which they stood. These subte^eaTSssa^
beyond Arras to the edge of the German front lines. The old


