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Hiivirifi (lii<[io.swl (tf y(mr finaiiciiil luis-.Htiiterneiits, let me new (lomund upon wlmt autliority yon liiivc ventured

to a^-ert tlnit " by my iuterventimi peopli; were eni|)loye<l to break tbe law of (lie United States, and tliat by my
hands tlicy were paid for so iloinj.;,"' I deny tlie accusation. I pit ), before the peo|)le of England—Not Guilty.

I demaiut the proof, and, if ever I see England aj^ain, will call ujion you to produce it liefore your own Constituents,

or acknowledge tlic injustice of the accusation.

I WH.S sent into tbe I'nited StJites in the k"*pring of 18;");"), not to violate llie br.v. but to ascertain the value of

certain representations nmde by jtarties in tiiat country, that lhousai;<ls of men wisiied to come lawfully, peacefully,

and without any infringement of law. or offence to the autiiorities. into the Hritisii Provinces, there to enlist in the

service of the Queen. That duty— one of some iiazard and delicacy— I perfoiiiied : and I challenge you, if not in

the [tvesence of I'arlianx-nt. before the empire of which we are citizens, to prove against me one illegal act, done or

instigated in the I'niti'd States, during the two months that I spent in that country.

It is true that the District Attorney laid Indbre the (irand Jury of New Yoik. a JJill of Indii-tment against mc
for a misdemeanour. No'iody who knows the state of feeling in the city at the time, or the devotion of (hat func-

tionary to the interests of liussia. will doubt his an.xiety to sustain it—but he could r.ot. It is tiue that a cleik in

my employment, was arrested and tii'd at I'hiladelphia—but he was houoiabiy acCjUittcd, the Judge I'.eciding that

no violation of law had licen committed. What liglit have you then to a.ssume that I, or :iny person over whom J

had legitimate control, violated the laws of ihe United States .' In British Courts of Jastuc yiiu were taught to pre-

sume the iimoL'cnce of pirson-t. arraigned with all the formalities of law. until tiieir guilt was proved. You reverse the

1 iile. You assume the guilt of a liritisji gentleman, who, for two n.onths, walked the streets in the midst of bis ene-

mies, and the enemies of bis co\uitrj. and whom they dnrcd not try; and of another, who when trieil. was honorably

acquitted.

The oidy e.<temnitiou that I can discover for such folly or injustice, is to suppose that the wretched IMiiladel-

jiliia pamphlet, containing tbe trial of one Henry Ileitz anil Emanmd V. IVrkins. has mislead you. Had you
known that four months ago. in public letters addressed to the prosecuting oi'icer. which have never yet been answer-

ed. I had exposed that poor conspiracy, showing iVikins to have been insane and Hertz tnnvortby of credit, I cannot

believe that you would have made t!ie speech of which I have ,so much reason to complain.

Your attack on Sir (iaspard LeMarchant is even more unjust than your attack on me. That officer never

left the I'rovince of whicii be was tbe (Jovei nor, or did an act beyond his legitimate jurisiliction. He opened a

Depot for recruits in Halifa.x. on British soil—under our national flag. AVhcn Foreign oflieers came to him and

offered their services or the si'rvices of their countrymen, l!iey were informed of the terms upcin which they would

be employed and tiieir followers enlisted. The only document which lie sent into the United States, was an official

ptiblic notice that men would be enlisted on certain leims af Hulijii.v. Jiidg-.- Kane decided that it was no violation

of law to circulate this notice in the Unitcil States. If his law be stuind, tlien I challenge you to show one act done

l>y Sir Uaspard LeMarchant. that ju.stifies tbe coarse language applied to him. As res[)ects tiie (jiovernor General,

I can only say that I do not lielieve your aliegations. If Sir Edmiini' Head erred at all, in this matter, it was on

tbe side of extreme caution lest offence sliouhl be given. Mr. Crampton lias l)een abu.sed iinsparingly in tbe United

States. He might, however culpable, it appears to me, be spaied in the British Senate until his defence is complete,

and until the peculiar difficulties and delicacy of bis position are rightly understood. In a letter which I addressed

to the District Attorney of riiiladelphia, on tbe (ith of November, the conduct of Mr. Crampton. so far as it had

come under my ob.servation, was successfully vindicated. Bead a single extract

:

" But all these witnesses have been suminnned to make out, if possible, a ea.sc against Mr. (,'nimpton. Now I have

evidence to prove the (leliciiey and legality "f that geiitlcniiiii's ((,i(iiu;t and designs at tins period, wortli " a cloud of

witiiosscs" such as you have ronjured up 1 produce it without the possibility of any concert wit'i his Kxcellency, whom I

have not seen f<>r nmnth.-, heeause I know that it will be weighed in the court to which I appeal against the cr. jiirle proceed-

ings at IMiihuielpliia. iMr. Biiiglhal fixes the date of our joint infraction of \tnw neutrality laws on or about the " 10th or

I'Jth of Mari:h." On the 11th of .^lal•ch I received a letter froi'i .Mr. Cianipto'i, which I give verliatiin. Let the worid at

large judge whether the writer of it w at the time eonsp;ri;i.( witii aie to violate ihe neutrality laws of the Uiiitstl States.

" Washington, March 11, 1815,').

JIv Dum; .Sir

—

I enclose, for your inforniation and guidance in the niiiller in which you are engaged, an opini(ni which, at my re<piest,

has been drawn up by an eminent .\nieriean Lawyer, in regard to the bearing of the neutrality laws of the United States, upon

the .subject. This gentlemen is also very well aerpiainled with the practical operation of the law in this country, influenced as

it always is, more or less, by the |)revaleiit feelings of the day, and the action of the ]iress. I have entire confidence in the

correctness of hi.'? views. Vou will perceive that what can In', dono in Ihe I'. S. either by agents of H. Jl. (iovernnient directly,

or by American eitiwns or residents, is restricted within very narrow limi'.'^; and that giept caution will be re(]uired to avoid

even the kvist appearance of employing any device lor eluding the law. 1 have entire confidence in your pruden.e anil dis-

cietion in this respect, but I would beg of you to inculoate the ulmost ciniimspectinn upon all those witii whom you may have

to eomiiumicato upon this iinporta;it subjct ; and to exi)laiu to them clearly the true bearings of the case.

I am, my dear Sir, yoin's truly,

J. F. Ch.vmpton."

Having, I trust, sir. taught you a lesson of accuracy and circumspection, I beg now to -emind yen that there was

a time when it was iiecessarv to .send troops from England fo British America—when American sympathizers

swarme<l upon <mr frontiers with rifles in tlicir" hands, and when not ,*1 00,000 but J^li.OOO.OOO Sterling bad to be

expended to preserve these Colonies from the rapacity of the people whose staiiders you so readily endor.se—Avhoso

cause you are so prompt to espou.se. I'erhaps a little of the zeal in defence of our own nationality and laws which is

now profusely expended upon foreigners, might have been appropriate to that period, but I cannot charge my memory

with any very velicment Parliamentary displays.

The Cedar built vessels of Bermuda pass buoyantly over tbe waves of ocean, and perfume them as they

•ro. Yoa are always buffetting the billows of strife, and leaving a flavor of bitterness behind. Let mo, in comdusion,

iwlvise you to cultivate hereafter a Ijctter opinion of your fellow-creatures— to display a more generous and genial

ttpirit. and not to supjiose that, even with the Atlantic between us, you can take improper liberties with

Your Obedient Servant,

JOSEPH HOWE.


