
to any twelve of the faid members that he fliall think fit, on thr lay

immediately proceeding that on which the faid rouncil is to be af-

fembled : and, if feven, or more, of the faid counfellors fo fummoned

(hall attend at the faid meeting, it fhall be lawful for the faid Go-

vernour of the faid province, or, in his abfence, for the Lieutenant-

governour, or commander in chief, of the fame, to proceed to tlic

execution of the aforefaid parts of the faid commiflion of Captain-ge-

neral and Govcrnour in chief of the faid province, by the advice and

aiTillance of the faid feven, or more, members of the laid council,

or the major part of them j any thing herein before-mentioned to

the contrary hereof in any wife notwithftanding.

A REMARK concerning the Power of Taxation in

the faid Province.

t

IT
remains to be confidered by whom the taxes neceflary to be

levied in this province (liould be impofed. Now this, it is appre-

hended, may beft be done by the parliament of Great-Britain itfelf.

A fmall duty of about three-pence a gallon, upon fpirituous liquors

imported into the province from Great-Britain; another fomewhat larger

(as, perhaps, fix-pence a gallon,) upon thofe imported from the Well-

India iflands ; and a third, larger than either of the former, (as, per-

haps, a fhilling a gallon,) upon thofe imported from the other Britifli

colonies in North America j and a moderate excile (of, perhaps, fix-

pence a gallon;) upon thofe made in the province itfelf j are generally

confidered by perfons who are acquainted with the laid province as the

fittell taxes to be raifcd in it. And many people are of opinion that

ibefc taxes would be ufefulto the faid province not only in the firft and

mofl obvious manner, to wit, by producing a revenue for the maintenance

of it's civil goverriinent, but alio by checking the great drunkennefs that

now prevails in it fiom the immoderate ufe of fpirituous liquors by

the Canadians, which is the confcquence of it's prefent low price.

Next to thefe duties, many people arc of opinion that a certain fmall

tax upon houfes that was levied in the time of the French government

in the faid province, and which is therefore, perhaps, in ftridncfs ot

law, already legally due to the King's Majeily, ought to be revived ;

and that a fmall tax (of perhaps three fhillings a head by the year,)

ought to be impofed on fuperHuous horfes, of which it is generally

allowed there is much too great a number in this province. When thele,

or any other more convenient taxes, are once ellablilhed by a com-

petent
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