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in every other, and each gives support to all the rest; yet

not through an artificial arrangement, but from the har-

mony that always prevails among the dilfercnt poi lions of

truth; which, like the disjoined members of a perfect

figure, when brought together, are seen to belong to each

other. Now we cannot but value our faith for this sen-

tence of approbation which reason is compelled to pass

upon it, for we do not believe that revelation was intended

to put such an affront on that faculty which was the

greatest previous gift le Creator to man, as would be

implied in disregarding its decisions.

If now we turn to the religious element in human

nature, we find that it demands just such opportunity of

exercise, such encouragement, guidance and help, as are

presented to it in the exhibition we have made of the

Divine character and of the relations of the Supreme Being

to his children on earth. Where shall piety find an Object

to whom it may rise, even from the dust, in grateful con-

fidence, if not in the Father whom it is our privilege to

portray in terms which we think authorised by his chosen

Messenger? Again, the moral is intimately associated

with the religious part of our constitution; whence shall

this draw instruction so suitable and adequate, at once so

tender and so stringent, as from the exposition we give of

duty '! How can the conscience be quickened to a fnith-

ful performance of its work more directly, than by the

language we use respecting the obligation of personal

righteousness ? Or what motives can be addressed to the

will more persuasive, than those which are embraced with-

in our representations of the dependence of honor and

happiness, both here and hereafter, upon character 1


