
Extract fcrom Mr. Sidney Dickinson's letter to the Boston youmat,

descriptive of a trip over ttie Canadian Pacific Railway from Van-

couver, B.C., to Montreal.

/he impression that is made upon the traveller by a journey over

this road is, at first, one of stupefaction, of confusion, out of which

emerge slowly the most evident details. If one can find any fault

with the trip, 't must be upon the score of its excess of wonders.

There is enough of scenery and grandeur along the line of the

Canadian Pacific to make a dozen roads remarkable ; after it is seen,

the experiences of other journeys are quite forgotten. The road is

attracting large numbers of tourists, and will attract more as its

fame becomes more widely known ; it is, undoubtedly, the most

remarkable of all the products of this present age of iron. I have

crossed the continent three times and should have some criterion

for the judgment, and may say that wh.^ther we look to Ontario and

Manitoba for richness of soil and peaceful and prosperous homes of

men; to Lake Superior for ruggedness of shore, beauty of expanse

of water, or wealth of mine and quarry ; to Assiniboia and Alberta

for impressive stretch of prairie and wild life of man, bird anc?

beast, or to the Rocky, Selkirk and Cascade Mountains for sublimity

and awfulness of precipice, peak and crag—we shall find them aV

as they nowhere else exist, evaa in America, thel^nd of all lands

for natural resources and wonder& No more delightful trip can be

imagined than that by the Canadian Pacific Railway during the

months of summer. For ourselves, until near Montreal, we found

neither heat nor dust, and arrived at our journey's end with little

feeling of fatigue. One point is especially worthy of remark—in-

deed, two, but one above all the rest. That is, the superior meth-

ods of provisioning the line, a thing in marked contrast to some

roads which I could mention, where travellers are sure to be fed

irregularly and wretchedly at the eating houses by the way, and, in

consequence of delays, often are unable to secure any provision at

all for eight or ten hours. The Canadian Pacific runs dining cars

over all its line, except through the mountains, and there well man-

aged hotels furnish a most excellent meal and at a moderate cost.

In the dining cars (which are put on in relays at certain fixed points)

meals are served exactly on time from day to day, and even in the

wildest regions the passenger may "he sure of dining, supping or

breakfasting as well and cheaply as at any first-class hotel. The
second point upon which comment is permissible is the invariable

courtesy of all the railway's servants; I myself am much indebted

to engineers, conductors and division officials for facilities in seeing

and learning about the country over which we travelled, Wonder-

ful in its construction, the road is equally admirable for the spirit

tnd carefulness with which it is run.


