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4. EDUCATION,
*

of an infinitely intolIi;jjcnb mind, anil whose notes ever concordarr

are to bo ri.'concilcul witlieacl) otiier. Its very existence bespeal\>

a iMctaphysical truth, and with such truths, beinj^ of a hij^h order

wo are not now c'jua.'rned. To enable nie to start I may premi^

that sncli trutlis must needs be, arul Irom their undoubte>l e>'istencij

otheis more tangible, of u h)wer order, and more intimately interj

woven will! us, must now present tliem^elves for our business an<'

consideration. Truths of tliis order are defined bv lomcians to be

the eonlormity of the understanding knowing to theobje3t known:
or in otlier words vcritds est (wdeqaatto inteUedus et rei, and ani

of a subjective or logical character. As the suV>ject matter of!

Education tlien is somethinrj existinsr outside ot us, alfcliough it5

bears a relation to us as the metaphysical truth« do to the logical]

ones, it should be our Imperative duty first to apprehend it ay it is

in itself and conform our idoas to it, and then it should be o»ir

earnest desire to transform it into moral truth hy elucidating it in|

such a manner as to afford others true and definite ideas of it. By
doing this we are enabled to lock at truth which is really and

substantially one in the threefold aspect in which it stands in re-

lation to us. And it is indispensible that we have a correct idea

of Ec ucation from this union of standpoints before we proceed to'

benefit ourselves by it, and liberally extend to others not merely

what that idea is, but also the intellectual and moral blessings that

sound Education is so eminently calculated to confer. Owing
then to our imperfect knowledge of what the essential constitucEts

of Education are, our views and ideas respecting it must vary, run

parallel, and run counter, in proportion to the different standpoints

from which we survey it. Wo constantly hear it said by legis-

lators and others that there is nothing so precious and estimable

as Education; and that it is the bounden duty of every person who
has any respect for the common weal, and who appreciates mental

refinement and civilization, to strive strenuously to see that such

a salutary machinery should not be hampered in its progress, or

prevented from finding access to all minds. But while there is

so much vapid eloquence wasted in this way on the one main
subject, it would be curious if not interesting, to ask one of these

zealots what it is he is prattling about and what it has to do with

us. I have no doubt but that if put to the test for a definition

he would hesitate for an answer and find it extremely

difficult to give it. I know perfectly well that there are many
men who would pull vigorously together in extolling Education,

and yet who^wroiild differ most egregiously in defining it if wo
would seek from them what it is they are so smoothly agreeing

upon. The reason why we would find sfich a divergence ot opinion
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