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attack it at various points more easily than it was possible

to do in regard to the other work. It may, perhaps, be

interesting to the House for me to glance at the estimates

which have been made for those contracts on the main line

of the Canadian Pacific Eailway, and to state the results,

HO far as it is in ray power, down to the present moment.
The first contract from the Kaministiquia lo Sunshine Creek
was a contract for forty-five miles of road from the Kami-
nistiquia to Shobandowan, but twelve and a half miles of

that lino was abandoned owing, to a change of policy on the

])art of the Government. The amount of the contract for the

whole forty-five miles was 8^106,194 ; but if you deduct the

twelve and a-half miles, it would leave the contract price for

the thirty-two and a-half miles at ^293,360. I am glad to be
able to 8ay that that contract will be completod according
to the present estimate—and of course the work is so far

completed as to enable one to speak with a great

deal of certainty- for 8313,200, or only $19,840 in

excess of the ])rico estimated for in the contract.

From Sunshine Creek to English liivor, contract 25, the

present estimate for the work is 61,417,203, and the con-

U-acL piioo was Sl,0i7,0Gi, and the construction of the

wurk will exceed the contract price by $;^80,147. From
English Ivivor to Eagle liivor, contract 41, the present
estimate for the completing of the work is §1,767,357, and
the contract jjrico was $2,300,196, or $532,839 less than the
amount we exp«cLcd to be obliged to pay when the contract
was made.

i

thought ta6 contract was forMr. MACKENZIE. J

$2,203,000.

Sir CHASLES TUPPER. No, it was for $2,300,196;
and I may say we hope to be required to pay a larger
amount, and for this reason : The contract was so made,
that if the track was laid during the past season, by the 1st

of July, and if the contract was completed bj'- the Ist of
July of next year, the contractors were to be entitled to the
larger m.m named here. Well, it is quite true the raiLs

were not laid by the Ist of July ; but the object the
Government had in making that contract was attained,

and that was to provide the m?.ans of attacking
the .adjoining contract from both ends ; and so
the work was so far completed as to have
the track laid at a comparatively short time after the 1st

of July. And as the contractors incurred great addi-

tional expense inra.'iking that advance, an Order in Council
was passed declaring that if they complied with the second
portion of the contract, requiring the completion of the
work by the 1st ofJuly next year, they should be held to huve


