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but a certain supervision over your proceedings must ho ex-

ercised by the Imperial Government, in order that you may
not assume powers which conflict with its constitutional

rig'hts or with those offoreifr-n countries ; with ^hem, as with

us, you may have free conunorcial intercourse ; but, having

no rehitions of a diplomatic character, the Imperial Govern-

ment is answerable to foreign powers for you. Your legis-

lation, therefore, must bo subject frt)m time to time to appro-

val from the Homo Govenmient."

That approval follows as of course, it is submitted, In all

caset where, as in the present instance, the subjects legislat-

ed upon are of a strictly local chai'acter, and where the laws

vi' the Imperial or foreign govern ^^lents arc not, as a con-

sequence of such local legislation, infringed or disregarded.

Wiiile, therefore, in framing Colonial Acts, due regard

should be had to the limits of Colonial jurisdiction, it is

equally important that, in reference to the administration of

local afl'airs and interests, with all powers incident thereto,

Colonial Legislation should be left to its fullest operation.

We have seen that between friendly foreign States the

extra-territorial administration of their respective local laws

is permitted on a princii)le of International Comity; and that

an analoo;ous svstem of legislation and local self-iioverimicnt

prevails in Great Britain and lier North American Colonies,

It will 1)0 conceded, also, that the Acts in question relate

strictly to the private local interests of the respective

Colonies.

With due deference, therefore, to the eminent authorities

who have ollicially i)assed upon them, the conclusion appears

inevitable, tliat iu authorizing the appointment of Commis-

sioners by tlie Acts under consideration, the Colonial Legis-

latures have not exceeded tlie just limits of their Constitu-

tional Powers.
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