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into their country by water, yet we were obliged

by their conduct to travel no less than sixty leagues

afoot.

Our ordinary marches were from break of day till

ten at night ; and when wc met with any rivers, we

swam them, themselves (who for the most part are

of an extraordinary size) carrying our clothes and

equipage on their heads. We never eat but once

in twentyfour hours, and then nothing but a few

scraps of meat dried in smoke, after their fashion,

which they afforded us with abundance of ngret.

I was so weak that I often lay down, resolving

rather to die than follow these savages any farther,

who travelled at a rate so extraordinary, as far sur-

passes the strength of any European. However, to

hasten us, they sometimes set fire to the dry grass

in the meadows through which we passed, so that

our choice was, march or burn. When we had thus

travelled sixty leagues afoot, and undergone all the

fatigues of hunger, thirst, and cold, besides a thou-

sand outrages daily done to our persons ; as soon as

we approached their habitations, which arc situat-

ed in morasses inaccessible to their enemies, they

thought it a proper time to divide the merchandize

they had taken from us. Here they were like to fall

out and cut one another's throats about the roll of

Martinico tobacco, which might still weigh about

fifty pounds. Then arose a high dispute about the

distribution they were to make of our persons. At
last, Aquipaguetin, as head of the party, carried it

;

who turning towards me, presented me his calumet

of peace to smoke in, receiving from me at the same
time that which we had brought, and then adopted


