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Letter from Captaix Kkndkick to tjik

Secretary of Static, l:^; closing Dkf.us of

Lands purchaseu from thk Natives.]

Port Independence, on the Island of
hono kono,

Miu-cli 1, 1793.

Sir: I have the honor of ouelosiiig to you
the copies of several deeds, by which the tracts

of land, tliereiu described, situated on islands

oa the Northwest coast of America, liave been

uonvoyed'to me and my heirs, forever, by tlie

I'eaideiit Chiefs of those districts, who, I pre-

sume, were the only just proprit'tors tliereof.

I know not what measures iire necessary to be

taken, to secure the property of these purchases

to me and the Governnuat thereof to the

United States; but it cannot be amiss to trans-

mit them to you, to remain in the olliees of the

Department of State. My claim to those terri-

tories has been allowed by the Spanisii Crown;
for the purchases I m ide, at Nootlca, were

expressly excei)ted in a deed of conveyance of

the lauds adjacejit to and surrounding Xootlca-

sound, executed, in September last, to El Seiu)r

Don Juan Francisco de la Bodega y (Juadsa, in

behalf of his Catholic Majesty, by Maquinnali
and the other Cliiefs of liis tribe, to whom those

lauds belonged.
When I m.ide these purchases, I did it under

an impression that it would receive the sanction

of the United States, and that, should an Act of

the Legislature bo iu>cessary to secure them to

nie, I should find no dillieulty in obtaining it.

Tiie future commercial advantages which may
arise from the f.ir-trade, bi'sides many otlier

branches which are daily opening to tiu^ view
of those who visit the Northwest Ami>rican

oast, may, perhaps, render a setthunent, there,

worthy the attention of some associated com-
pany, under the protection of Govcu-iiment.

.Shoiild this be the case, the possessi(jn of lands,

previously and so fairly acquired, woidd much
assist in carrying thi^ plan intt) elVeet. ]\Iany

good purposes may be effected l)y the Union
having posse.ssions on that coast, which I siiall

not presume, Sir, to point out to you; and the
benefits which have accrued to individuals, by
similar purchases to those I have m ide, in our
own States, are too well known to need a
remark.
I have the honor to be, with tlie utmost

respect and esteem, Sir, your very humble
servant,

John Kendrick.
The Hon. Thojfas Jeffekson.

Secretarj' for the Department of State.

[Endorsed;] Kendrick, John—Hong Kong,
March 1, 1793—received October 21, covering
several Indian deeds.

[Indian Dei »s, enclosed in the above Letter.
]

To idl p. .'SOUS to whom these presents shall

come, I, Maccpiinnah, the Chief, and with my
other Chiefs, do send greeting: Know ye that

I, Macquinnah, of Nootka-.sound, on the North-

west co.ist of America, for and in consideration

of ten musket >, do grant and sell unto John
Kendrick, oi Boston, Commonwealth of Massa-

chusetts, in North America, a certain harbor, in

said Nootka-suuiul, called Chastacktoos, in

which the biigantine JMdi/ Wttsliiiujtou lay at

anchor, on tne twentidh day of July, 1791,

with all the land, rivers, i leek.s, harbors, is-

lands, etc., within nine miles North, East, West
and South of said harbor, with ail the produce

of both sea and land appertaining thereto—only

the said John Kendrick does grant and allow

the said Matpiinnah to live and lish (jn the said

territory, as usual—and by those presents, does

grunt and sell to the said John Kendrick, his

heirs, executors and administrators, all the

above mentiom d territory, known by the In-

dian name Chast.icktoos, but now by the name
of the Safe lletreat-harbor; and also does grant

and S(>11 to the said John Kondrick,his heirs.exec-

utors and administrators, a free passage through
all the rivt'i's and passages, with all the outlets

which load to and from tin; said Nootka-souiul,

of which, by the gning these presents, I have
delivered unto the said John Kendrick. Sign-

ed with my own hand and the other Chiefs', and
ii(>aring even date, to have and to hold the said

premises, etc., to liim, tiu^ .said John Ivtrndrick,

liis heirs, executors, and administrate as, from
hencoioith and forever, as his jDroporty, abso-

lutely, without any other consideration whatever.

In witness where(jf I have hereunto set my
l\and and the hands of my other Chiefs, this

twentieth day of July one thousand seven
Imndrt'd and ninety-o:u\

JMacquinnah, his x mark. [l.s.

Warceasiian, his x mark. l.s.

HA>Nory, his X mark. l.s.

Clot-iiananish, his x mark. [l.s.

TARTooi HTHEE.\TTicus,his X mark [l. s.

Clackoeener, his X mark. [I'-s.,

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence ot'-

JoHN Stoddard.
i

John IIkdman.
Tho.mas Foster.

I William Bowles.
i

John Mai:d, Jr.

i Florence McC^vrthy.
! John 1'orter.
i James Crawford.
! RoREltT GliEEN.
! John Barrer.
A true copy from the original deed.

Attest: J. Howelij.
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