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LpyPTKR FKOM SENATOR NELSON OF HKITLSir

COEUMBIA.
Ottawa, 13th ,Iime, ]XH:].

<i. B. Whmiit, Ks^i.

Dkak Sik—1 have carefully examined your maii, with accom-

jianying explanations, of that part of 13ritisli ("olumbia comiirisinjj;

the Kootenay Jiake and Jiiver, tlio Cohimhia Jiiver, Eagle Pass, &c.,

and showing tiie line of your comiiany's proixjseil railroad from the

KcHjteiiay Lake t(» the ('(diimhia River. 1 have for some years

been acquainted with the geography of that country as to its general

character, and have more lately learned from various sources of its

gi'cat mineral wealth, and I am convincted that the carrying trade

and business of that countr}' can only be secured to Canadian routes

by the fulfilment of such a sc^heme as your company have undertak-

en. The trade of that portion of British Columiiia must, I believe,

become a large and most imiuu'tant one, and, in my opinion, will

drift through ITnited Stiitos channels, unless the waters of the Ivoot-

enay Lake anil Columbia River are connected by rail, and steamers
jijaced on the CoIuml)ia River, from the terminal point of the Koot-

enay & Columbia J\ail\vay to the crossing of the Canadian Pacific

Railway, at JOagle Pass,

I am, dear Sir vours faithfully,
'
UUCJir NLLSOX.

(Erlrai't from Mr. .lA>//i ;•///'> /^/Vn;-/, 18tjt!.;

Thursdav, September Oth.—Ivan down to the mouth of Kicking
Horse River,' where 1 took latitude, which is hV IS' 10' X. 1 then
proceeded down the stream, and camped at the mouth of a creek that

falls into the Colunibia liiver on its easterly side, about i] miles be-

low the mouth of Blaeberry River. The Indians tell me that the

valley of the Blaeberry Jiivei' aifbn.s the best pass through the
mountains to the eastward (^see Dr. Hector's Rejiort). They say

the mountain shec^) aiiound on the mountains south of this river,

and the cariboo on those north of it, but that the latter is not foun(l

south of the montli of Kickim'" Horse River ; also, that the large

salmon (white) do not go further uii stream than the Kicking Horse
River. The banks of the river are now covered with a dense growth
of jiine, cedar, spruce, fir, birch, &c. Road building alongtlio right

bank of the Columbia River, from its source to this point, will be
comparatively easy.

Friday, September 7th.—Left camp at 7.30 a. m.. and almost
immediately got into a canon where the stream is in many places
very rapid and narrrow, and the rocks of a slate formation. I think


