
SOME FUNCTIONS OF THE OMENTUM IH

by the fact, that, whtthor the lesion be in tlie diapliragmatie roof

of the abdomen {Fig. 127), or on the floor of the {x-lvis (Fig. IJ2).

there the omentum c.in and does find its way (Figs. 123 to 138.*)

Anotlier function special to the omentum is an extraordinary

capacity for the formation of new blood-vessels. Wherever it adheris

new blood-vessels develop with great rapidity, and where tin- con-

tinued need for them arises they may reach a considerable size. I

have excised large and well-nourished ovarian tumours deprived of
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their ordinary vas( ular supply by an attack of torsion, and dejM-nding

for their life on large omental vessels. The only uterine fibroids

which can attam to colossal size are either retroperitomal. or depend

chiefly upon vosels derived from the omentimi for their continued

growth. The largest I ever removed was of the subperitoneal

variety. It had a thin and narrow pedicle below, but above was

capped b\ omentum, which carried to it at Kast half a dozen arteries

of the si/.e of the brachial.
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