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had something better to do. Nor will speech and

manners serve the [uirposes ot definition. Men
cannot lie classified accordinu^ to the nunihcr of

times they say 'damn' and 'bloody' in an hour
;

dialect is a bcaiitifully flexible means ot'coniniuinca-

tion between those who speak it. Etiquette,

though different, is just as strict amona the poor

as among other classes ; their true politeness fre-

quently a thing to marvel at. 'If,' says Miss

Loane again, 'we inquired closely into the com-
plaints of modern deterioration of manners in the

lower classes, we should tind that the real sting

does not lie in actual rudeness, but in the shock

of receiving courtesy when re^pecf was demanded.'

There is, in fact, no clear and inclusive definition

ot 'tlie poor.' The best that can be done is to

cut, as far as possible, a middle line through the

various classes, find t\pes, and compare them.

Obviously it is a dithcult task, not to be done

without that intimate experience which v/ill be

denied to those who undertake it iti the spirit of

a scientific investigation
; and it is here that the

value a[ipears of books which ti'eat the poor above

all as human beings.

In moving froi^i the one mi/ieti to the other

and back again, the change one specially notes is


