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Tre COMMERCIAL

I recoguized authority on all uatters
pertalning to toude and progress in West-
i Canada,  fncluding that part of On-
nirdo west of Lake Superior, the Provinces
ot Manitoba and Beitdal Columbia and the
Terrltorics.

yineteenth' Year of Publication
ISSUED BEVERY SATURDAY.
subseriptlons—~Canada  amwl  the  Unlted
sates, $200 per annmn in advanes, oy
122 when not g0 padd ; other countries,
a

LN per annmn iy advanee.

——
Changes for  advertlsements  or  stops
suoutd be I ot fater  than  Phumsday
marntng.
————

Advertisements purporting to e tews
matter, orf which profess to express  the
apinfon of this jJournal, wilt noet be In-

[N

eried,
Olice 219 MceDermnott St Telephione 224,

D, W. BUCHANAN,
Publiaticr,
——n.

The Comuerelnl certntuly enfoys a viey
much favger cirenlatlon amons the sl
itess cotnmunlty of the vast regton Mving
between  Lake” Superlor and the  Paclfe
coast than any other paper In Canada,
dally or weekly.  The Comwerclal  alse
reaches  the teading  wholesitle, comnnix-
slon, nmoufacturing and financlal houses
of antern Conada,
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THE RAILWAY CONTRACTS.

Though the raflway contracts have
psssed the Manitoba legislature, the
agltation Is sulll being Kept up agalinse
putting them into effect, Last Sat-
urday we gave the resolutions passed
at a public meeting held in Winnt.
g 1 the previous evening, when it
was dectd-d to make & struag effon
13 'ppuse the ratification of the con-
1ractz by Dominlon legislation The
teaders In this  movement have bezn
at work durlng the week, perfecting
th{r nrganization. It !s proposed to
send a  deputation to Ottawa, com.
posed of represemtative men from the
different sections of the rrovince, with
the object of securing if possible the
defeat of the measures which will be
taken at Ottawa 4o conflrm the ac-
tlon of the Manitoba legislature In
this matter,

DOG TRAINS,

In the early days dogs were largely
used throughout the west during the
winter season as beasts of burden.
The dogs were harnessed In a string,
as shown In our {llustration. Malls,
pasgengers, and  even light <relght
wers moved to some extent in thls
way. Twenty or twenty-five years
ago, before the advent of rallways.
dog traing were occasionailly scen {n
Winnipeg. Dogs are still used in the
far-northern portlong of Canada,
where they are about the only mode
of convayance. The toboggan {s the
vehlel> used for dog trains, It Is made
as light as possidble, with a flat bot-
tony, 50 as ‘to glide along on top of tha
sSnow.

INSOLVENCY LEGISLATION.

The Dominlon minister of justice in-
formed a delegation which waited on
hin 2 few days ago to press for a
Dominion Insolvency law that though
the matter was engaging the attention
of the government his ‘‘preference was
to leave the matter to the provincial
leglslatures wprovided they could be
brought near to a common basis.”
Thls anewer was not satisfactory to
the delegates and Wil not be satisface
tory to the business organizations of
all kinds thronghout the country
which have hecn pressing for this leg-
faation as it s regarded as & polite
way of shelving the question for an-
other indefinite perlod,

The bill o encourage the manufac-
{ure of beet sugar in Ontario passed
the second reading.  This provides for
the naving of bounties to the amount
of 8i5.000 per year for three yars.

The law amendments committee of
e Manitoba Jegisiature waa waited
o1 bv a delegation from Brandon aske-
ing that the provistons of the corpora-
tlons toxation act be nullfied In so
far a< they apoly to Brandon as in the
oresant financial comtition of ¢hat city
{t Tecuired every Jdollar that could be

. Talsed by daxation, for its own pur-
Toses
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Vancouver Board of Tra le.

The annual mecting of the Van-
couver board of trade was held gn the
13th fnst  The report of the preuident
contained a full review of the year's
doings.

The total salmon pack last year
amounted to only 101,423 cases as
ageinst 510383 cases tn 1890, This
shortage 18 due to a small run last
senson and atso to the strike among
the fishermen,

The shipments of lumber frem Van-
couver to forelgn ports iast year
amounted to 43,000,000 feet, being a
large increase over the previous year,
but the shipments to Manitoba and
the Northuwest Territorles were not so
favorable.

The customs returhs ghow an {n-
crease In  Imports and customs rev-
enune with & slight shrinkage in ex-
ports and inlund revenue, The Im-
ports amounted to $4,2064,385, exports
2411744, custowms revenue  $910,005,
01, Inland revenye $3014{0.4UG.  The
bank clearings were $46,644,098.

New buildings were erected In the
city to the value of upwards of $1,500,-
WY The population s now estimated
at between 30,000 and 35.000.

Briet seference was made to the dise
advantage under which the export
lumber trade {s placed regarding obd-
taining vessels for the carriage of car
goes 10 ports across the Paciflc; the

cstabllshment of & mint on the coast: , 27.

the Paclfic cable ;: rallways to interfor
polnts, ete.

thle and the total Amerlcan supply
tor & perlod of years i
In farmers®  visible

March 1 hands. supply.  ‘Total.

g0 .. .. %.100.000' 87,076,000 215,776,000
1500 133,700,000! £3,384,000 232 048,000
1599 . 198,000,000, 56,189,000 234,189,000
1808 .+, ..121,000,000] 49,445,000'170,445,000
1897 .. .. 88,000,000] 43,521,00011561,521,000
1806 .. . .123,000.600! 03,874,000 221,891,000
1895 .. .. 75.000,0001110,01G,0001185.541,000
1884 .. ..114,000,000.105.864,000°' 219,864,000
1803 .. . .135,000,000:110.693,000' 215,693,000

1802 .. ..171,000,000) 8%,007.000 230.007,000

Iooked at from the standpolmt of
Amerlean supplles only, the situation
i3, s nbove stated, apparently bull-
fsh.. The total supply s 37.000.000
smaller than a  year ago and 39,000,-
000 bushels smaller than in 1899, whil»
45,000,000 bushelg larger than in 1898,
tite year of Lelter prices. Anothey
ccmpliation, however, gives the situa-
tlon of the world’'s visible European.
American, Argentine and Australlan
atocks on Narch 1, adding American
farm reserves, as_follows i—

Mareh 1, Marels 1.
1000

world's supply  .178,496,000 176,684,000
Farmer's stocks  ..128,100.000 158,700,000

Total world's sup.308,690,000 135.384,000
March 1, .\[arg{}x 1,

899, 1898.
World’'s  suppiy .. 135,563,000 126,303,000
Farmers® stocks ...198,000.000 121,000,000

Total world's sup.333,665,000 247,305,000
The total supply, & will be seen, is
27,000,000 to 29,000,000 bushels small-

agathan one or two years ago, but is
.neaxly 60,000,000 bushels larger than

The oflicers for the coming year Tin 1808. Another compflation having

6735

west ‘Cerritories the same privileges
in regard to round trip rates as are
allowed In castern Canada, that 18, a
round trip ticket to any point for u
fare and two thirds, such tickets to
be good fur one month from the date
of {ssue. A rveduction of 20 per cent.
on passenger rates wil also be made
in Britlsh Colutnbia on Aprit 1st and
commerclal travellers’ rates west of
Canmore and Macleed reduced to 3e
por mile and a round nilp rate atso
glveu.

A Great Northern Rafiway offtcial
circular announcing terms of a stock
fgsue  of $25,UU0UU hias been 1gsued.
The clrenlar announces the purchase
of additional Mnes that will add more
than 300 miles to rafiroads controlled
by the company and to acquire control
uf ocean steamshits of the Great Nore
thern Steamship Co. The terms of is-
suce of the new stock are: Stockhold-
ers Wil be entitled to subscribe for 320
of new stock for each share of hold-
ings of stock now outstanding, pay-
ments to be made as follows © Twenty
per cent on each May 27, June &9,
July 25, August 20, and September &5,
Four doliary per share will be credited
on each instalment on account of sub-
geribers, interest In Manitoba bonds
which are tu be released to this com-
pany.

A report from St Paul on Saturday
tast said: *“The largest transactions in
the history of the Northern Pacific
Railway have ‘been brought 10 a suc-
cessful conclusion.  President Mellen
left here to-night for New York., Hls
mission s said to invelve the wile of
all the lands now owned by the North-

A DOG TRAIN.

were elected as follows: F. F. Burns,
president: W. H. Malkin, vice-prest-
dent; Wm. Skene, secrotary, and for
councll © Wm_ Godfrey, C. E. Tisdall,
A. O, Campbell, R. H, Alexander., F.
Cockburn, H. T. Lockyer, W. Pellew-
Harvey, F. Buscombe, F. M. Black,
W. H. Ker, W. G. Harvey, W, F. Sals-
bury, C. G. Johnson, W. T. Steln and
Campbell Sweeny.

Wheat Supplies March 1st.t

The report as to farm reserves of
wheat on March 1 published by the
department of agriculture about me:
expectations, In showing not far from
one-quarter of last year's crop still in
4he hands of the producers. In actual
bushele the report, Indicating 128.
100,000 bushels held, came about mid-
way hatween ‘the minimum and max!-
mum cstimates by oiher statisticlans.
The quantity in hand 43 shown bv the
government publication to be 30,000,-
000 buchels smaller than 2 Year 4go
and 70.000.000 bushels below the stock
held on March 1. 1899, following the
bumper cron of 1878. 1t §s, however,
onlv 7.000.000 bushels larger than tha
1808 stock. In several respects the
report i8 @ much more builish  one
nn that issued & year ago Then,
although the farm Teserves were
shown to be 10,000,000 bushels small-
er, American ‘and Canadian visible
sunplles (Brodetreet's) were $7.000.-
000 bushels larger, so that the total
American supply was only sightly
smalier. This  year, however, the
farm reserves are again smaller and
vieible supplies ‘ere ncarly 6.000.000
bushels less, as wilf be scon from the
following table, which gives the stocks
in farmers' ‘hands, the Bradstreet vis-

to do with distribution is as follows :

Supplics—

March 1, 1000.... .. .. 138,000,000
Bradstreet's  visible, Unlted

States only.. .. .. .. .. .. 8&3.918,000

Wheat crop 18901900 .. .... 522,000,000
‘Total supply . e .. 753,938,000

Distribution—

Ifome consumption 415 bushels

per caplta.. .. .. .U L. oo o0 342,000,000
Sceding civeen we cees wess oo 60,000,000
Exports, March 1, 1900, to

NMarch 1, 1801 .. .. .. .. .. 193.46(3.000
Farm reserves Mareh 1.. .... 128,100,000
Bradstreet’'s  visible,  Unlted
States only.. ... ... ... 82101000

Total dlstributlon.. .. .. .. S05.672,103
d"l‘thf;e"ls ‘here shownt an excess of

stribution over apparent supplies of
42,000.000 bushels, which is due elther
to home consumption dbelng over esti-
mated or, what I3 more probable, to
the crop, and, therefore. the reserves
being underestimated —Bradstreet's,

Railway and Traffic Matters.

The sub-committee of the Dominlon
House of Commons apnointed to con-
slder the Great Northwest Central
Raflway bill met on March 15, There
were present  Mesers, Sifton, Davis
(Saskatchewan), Douglss, XLariviere,
Tisdale and Russell. Judge Clark ap-
peared before the committee and ask-
ed to get an extension of time for
three years, if not for five years, as
the bill provided for. There are two
years to run and the additional three
would make five in all, The commit-
tee was very much in carnest on this
matter. and refused to glve the exten-
sion. The company will be compelled
20 build each year or forfeft its char
er,

On Thursday, the 21st Inst., the C.
P. R, put into effect on thelr svstem
throughout Manitoba and the North-

ern Pacitle west to the Missourt Rives.
The purchase price 4s given at $§40,-
00,000. It is understood this sum will
de usad to retire the praferred stock.
The purchasers of the land are sald to
be castern capitalists, who have peor-
fected a syndicate and will undertake
10 encourage settlemont and cultiva-
tlon by ¢astern faimers, such qs are
now theading westward ¢n the home-~
seckers movement each wecek,

Freight Rates.

A vesgel load of corn was chartered
at Chicago for Buffalo at the close of
1ast week at 2%c per dbushel, says the
Montreal Trade Bulletin, From Du-
tuth to Montreal there has been oon-
siderable forwand business by lake and
rajl to Montreal and Quebec at 5l%e
per bushel

Further engagements of grain have
heen made for the continent, quite e
tnt having heen hanked for Hamburg
at 23 114d, and to Antwerp at 2s. Liv-
erpon) space is offered at 1s 64, al-
though we hear that some business
has heen put dhrough at 1t 94, but it
iz said 4hat 1s 6d might be accented.
Bristol {3 auoted at 22 asked, and Lon-
don 2.  Glasgow rates are 18 T4 to
Is 04. Space has been taken for
deals to 11, K. porta by  the  regular
Bnee at 458 to 465 3d. and at 48s N Lo
fila 23 for full steames cargoex to U,
K. vorts. and at 622 63 to  Spanish
ports.—Montreal Trade Bulletin.

A delemation from the Brandon fair
boand waited on Mr Roblin at Bran-
don station last Tuesdav 1o aak him to
increase their grant to $3000. He
promized to consider the matter and to
wive o renlv within a few davs,

The Chicaro hide market was weak
at date of last mall advices owing
laroely to poor auality of most of the
oftorinme. No. 1 buft hides were auot-
od at T3¢ carly this week, & decline
ot %c on previous quotations.



