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DO1ES LUMBER COMBINE EXIST IN THE WEST?
Stntrent lesued by Mr. 0. E. Spnîgue wlth Reicrerice ta Recetlty Publithed Interview with Vice-

Presidenit Whyte, cf the C. P. R.

In a reeently publisheti interview, Air. WVilllaill WbYle,
second vice.president af the Canadian Pacifie Raiiway,
as reported as saying that Ilthe oîvners of saîv, mifla,
and netail decalers in lumber, are undeaveuring ta
mainlain bigh prices for lumber anti ta surrounti the
retail business %viîbi restrictions which tend ta influence
the market," andi cbat white Ilil may bc passible that
Lucre is na conmbine among thc miii ewners," yct
"there is cert ainly an arrangement with the Retait

Dealers' Association under which that association
dietates as ta the location anti number of retail lumber
yards, anti thus practiealiy catîtrois the market anti
dictates the sciiing price.*'

lViîl reicrence ta this malter, Mnr. D. E. SpraRue,
af Winnipeg, gives out the ialiowing statemenl:

There bas from lime to lime appeareti in the press
much uniavourabie anti unjust eriticiana et the Luçnben-
men's Association, sometimes by politicians, whas't
motives it tray fainiy be assumedt were nat any philan-
thropie desine ta protect the public, but (or reasons ai
a mucb mare persanal nature, either polilical ativan-
tage on persornat gain. Other criticissms bave been by
those originaiiy members ai the association %visa iti
not censider the rules anti regulations sufficicntly rigiti
ta eCt their views, anti therefore sought such ativer-
tising as opposition ta the association wouid give Ilica.
Ail such cniticisats 1 bave consitiereti were nol entitieti
ta cither answer on expianation. Naw that a pro."-
pective competitor fias appeared in no les-, a campany
than the C.P.R., througb ity manab'cr, bln. WVhyte,
wlîo gives a lenglhy interview in the press, ualt ceci-
plisnentary ta the association, il is only fain chat the
public shoulti be given the facta. Mr. Whyte7s unjust.
iflabie statements may be duc ta the fact thal for the
pabt yenar or so hie bas not heen s0 intimatcly connectid
Nvilb the operatian o! the C.P.R. as formetiy, anti in
consequenre wouid not has.e sa grea: a knowledge ai
the conditions obtaining througbout the country regard-
inz the lunîber !supply, or the very unsatistactony
service pravideti by bis Company ion the transportation
ai thie necessany bupplies, or il mnay bc tisait Mn. WVbyte
bas been mibini med by sorte af 1 be other officilils
,.Ince assuming the active management afube roand.

1 agnce wilb Air. WVhyte ta thiat extent, that next Ia
the continuai agitation in cannectian 'viîh the exorbi-
tant freiglit rates anti in& flicient transportation facililies
generally, 1 here is no% hing probably wahich tends more
la retard immigration thars the bug-bear of bigh-priceti
lumben anti the dificulty in serunaing building malerial
ai a neasonable pnie. That iL is a btugbear and net a
condition can be casiiy eslablisheti.

C.P.R. AS NIANU'ACTURHRS.

The Canadian Pacifie Raiiway or any altier railway
Company neceiving overnment aid by grants ai limber-
cr oiier landis, bans .1 rigliî ta enter inita cooepetiîion
îvIîh îmiate individuals, in iheiîr mmnulacturing or
busines.s enterpnises. Thîis lîinciple is generaliy
recognizeti by gavernmenls,. by relu-sing ta -rant per-
mnission in their chartcrs. The manufactuners af tumba!r,
1 am sure, vould cheerniliy wcinie as brother fusi-
bcrmen any C.P.R nien who woulti inveaýt ilieir own
capital anti do busineb,% under the -anie conditions tbat.
tbe prescnit immbernien have la mcci. This ivouiti bc
a very différent proposition t,, C.P.R. offiials conduct-
ing a lumber business witi 7.R. funtis, and flnily
lOai1n9 sigbI ai the profit oi tom. in a generni nomatdup
ai lue C.P.R. profits.

RESAONS FOR ASSOCIATION<.

Previaus !te ycar 189a ar j Sgt, thit lumber mianu-
facturers solt direct ta the consumners lhnouj.bout cte
country. This natura.liy tact. fnom the retait dealer the,
mos: desirahie brade in bis terrilory, andti n many casrq
renticreti it impossible fon bim to maice a living. The
trade gener.illy was in a 02ast unbatislactary condition.
The dealers reaiized lihait somcth;ng nîuzt bc donc ta
save tbe capital invebteti, andi pratect them frram the
uirair Competition reierned la. Thec manufacturers

wene in sympathy witb the dealers in tiîis miovement,'
inasmucb as it improveti the condition of the retaiter
andi enableti hum ta mare pramptly meet bis bis. The
association wvas, therefore, organizeti ta prolect ils
members froims unfair competitian, ta caliect andi dis-
tribute amiong ils members such intormatinn as may bc
ai service ta thient, anti gencrally in the intcreat. ai hc
retail lumber trade ta watcb careiully the probable
publie requirements, and enticavaur at ail times thraugb
its members ta have at ait points a sufficient stock ai
lumber ta incet the demnands.

Among the first public services rendereti by the
association may be mentioneti a reductian of 5 cents
per zoo pounds an the thcn exisling rates on lumber,
secunethrauglt a letter dateti about tent years aga,
anti addressed ta the Gencrai Passenger anti Frcight
Agent af the C.P.R., which letter wa-a presenteti by a
deputatian ai Uic dealers urging action theneupon,.and
a furthcr reduction ivas at the same lime obtaineti by
the dealers fromt the mnanuiaciurers, botb cf wbicb
reductions werc given ta lthe consumers.

The iollawing is a copy ai the letter referreti ta:

WVINNIPEG, Feb. ;t3, a894.
R. Kerr, E!sq., C'en. Freight and Pass. Agent, Western

Division af C. P. R.
Dear Sir-At thie annual mteeting ai the WVestern Re-

lait Lumbermen's Association, having a mcmbcrsbip ai
150 and camprising ail the retail yards ai titis province
and the eastern part of Abinihoia, held here an the
9 2th inst., the question of be existing treiglit rates was
discusseti, anti a cammitlec appointeti ta bring utier
yaur notice that the rates chaigeti by your raolwvay are
excessive and burdensone.

The c'cmmitlee chesen desire ta submit fur your
consideralion the cost anti charges on lumber ta the
cansumers; the pricc paiti (or raugh lumber nt the
milis being the grade largely used by farmers per 3,000

icetaon cars is, at Rat Portage, $z2; Fort William, Sta;
andi British Columbia, $8. The average ireight there-
on is, fromt Rat Portage, $6;- Fart William, Stc ; and
Britibh Columbia, $.. The ternis upon which lumber
is solid are 6o, tays, %vith (rcigbt as cash. Atit ta the
who!esalc cost at the point ai sale the rctail decalers'
charge, say, $3, and il ivill be readily seen titat the
cost of tunaber is more than the consumer can afford ta
buy it ai, and, as a malter ai fact, so much so is tbis
flt, tbat very many tarmers thraugbaut the country
continue ta live in soti bouses, arnd in more than hait
ofithe country a few miles distant frams the railway
the autbuiitiings are sot. In order ta overcome ibis
disability anti improve the existinig state ai matters,
wte ask you ta make a considerahie reduction in thc
freight rates chargeti upon lumben, anti white 'Ne do so
il is aur opinion Ihat a reduction in the price afiiu.nber
wiil vasiy increase the demnanti for it, anti ta such an
extent. that in a short time the increaseti hauling ai il
'aili more chan eompençateyour company for thc lawer-
i ng af rates. Following such increase in business the
rctaii dealer will be cniabied ta sell the lumber at a iess
percenlage chans possible ai prescrnt.

We, as residenis of ibis country anti baving un eslab-
ii6bed business in il, are grcatly interesteti in its 'aci-
faire, anti kis,.wing that the ativaneement and develop.
ment af thc country la ai paramaount importance toyour
campany, seck ta impress upon you the unforlunate
position andth Ie bard limes noav prevaiiing, anti 3o
gnuch ta be depioreti; anti white we may not claim ta
bc worse off chan the worlti gencraliy, this is thc posi-
tion afil c hat more claseiy affects our well bcisig. WVe
t'et wib the naturai advantages of the country andi the
assistance you can sa readily extenti in the way ai
ciîenper ireigbi, niatters can hie much improved.

There can bc no douht that high east oi lunîber is of
gncat consideration with the (armers in lacating seie-
nient%., and the iiicoming stranger is most likely ta at
once feed ste deprcssing influence upon him, in the lack
ofiproper buildingi s generai tbraugbout uhe cowîntry,
andi wbicb are sa e=snti2i in good~ fanxning.

Woc as a retait association feeling a like inlerest tvilh
yaur railway company in the advancmct and setule.
ment af the country, arc prepared ta guarantea asiy
reductian matie by Vois (which wc (cei aura wiil tw
made upon giving tbis mattcr your valuable attention)
In freight rates chat the con'iumers shall rcccive the fiil
benefit of such reductioti in the cost of lumber ta them.

At present tvc arc %vithisoiding ail orders fqr iîîmber
Iliat can be avoideti and should your deciion in the
tnatter be against the lowering af the freight rates, il
wili be necessary ta continue the curtailment ai our
trade.

Haping ta have an early repiy (rom you.
Your.4 rcspectiully,

President.

It miy be interesting ta thc public ta note that ten
years ago the association was as alive ta the publie
requirements and necessities as the C.P.R. appears ta
be ta.day, anti strangest ar ail were appeaiing to this
same C.P.R. ta reduce rates, which scemed ta bc
excessive andi which were in cnnsequence retarding
tie progreïs ai the country, anti this, (00, %vitbout
praspect af profit ta titcmsclves, cxcept in the advance-
ment oft he Narth-west.

*QIJRSTION OF~ SUPPLV.

About a year ago Uic G.P.R. imagisied thcy saw
impending disaster unless lhcy underîaok ta sec ta i
that a stock af lumber wvas iorthcomning sufficient to
supply the incoming settiers, as set fortfs in ther follow-
ing letter wriîten by Mr. Peters, Assistant Freigliî
Traffic Manager, andi addressed ta Isaac Cockburn.
Secretary.

WIîNNPEG, Tan, 16. 1903.

Isaac Cackburn, Esq.. Secretary Western Lumber-
mnen's Association.

Dear Sir-Referring ta aur general conversation an
the sub3ect of the mavement af lumber into the Narti-
west Territary beiare traits break up so as ta enable
newiy-Jtrrivedi settiers ta abtain immediate supply ai
lunîber, atîd gel t o ut ta their location-; without delay.

I arn glati ta Ieai-n chat your association bas reaiized
the importance ai tbis, andi that Vou have decideti ta
inake an extendeti p through the district relerreti ta,
tor the purpose ai meeting the dealers at ail points
andi impressisig upon thcmn Uhec eccssiîy for immediate
action. 1 will have aur travelling fi-eight, agent accom-
pany yau and render ail the assistanre in bis power.

The position tbis company lake, is that the eariy
movement ai lumber as above explained is a necessily,
not oniy in aur interests, but in that af the couîntry at
large, and we feei ihat shoulti the dealers ait he differ-
cnt points decline ta order for immediate shipmentf (n
the different milis for reason that the lumeber may flot
be solti immtediateiy an its arrivai, that we wvould be
compelieti ta take some ollier mecans ta get the lumber
!rit the district. We do not desire ta interfère in any
way witb the arrangements af your asbociation, or the
bueiness af your mnembcrs, andi I sincereiy bope that
we wiil flot bc campelluti in any way ta do so, t;ut as 1
have already said, the lumber must be moved at once.
1 necd net say ta ycu that on the apening ai navigation
aur power anti roling stock will bc severeiy laxeti ta
bantiic the large mavement ai grain to the laite Iront,
and it li thersflot be so easy for us ta suppiy cars at
the different luniber mills as it is at prescal. This is a
further reason why lumber should move immoediately.

Yeu brougbt up tbc question ai whether this campany
coulti aller any inducement, for tbis carly mavement In
the malter af freight charge!,, andi 1 bave saiti ta you,
wyhite ive do flot wanl ta change aur regular sye-tcm in
tbat respect, we wvouid bc prepa-et Io considter a
reasanabie proposaI in chat direction, pravideti satis-
factory protettion wouiti be affarded us, anti chat %ve
shouiti net loso aur lieu upon Uhc lumber. In éther
words, at points wbere large quantities are requireti
and the dealers are not financialiy able ta immcdiately
pay aur charges, and cte deiivery af thc lumber, wc
rnight devise somse meians ai ailowing (hem ta unloati
the lumber an aur property ta remain in contral ai aur
agent on the undenstanding that charges wouid bc paiti
wilban a period ai 3o days afler arrivai, if delivery was
flot taken Rnti charges paiti prior ta chat perioti. Our
traveling ireigbt agent, Mr. Miles, will consider any


