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BRlTSH DUTY ON IMUMR
The necessity of the British Government

raieing revenue to meet the expenses of the
South African war is responsible for a rumor
that the Chancellor of the Exchirquer proposes
to, re-.imposc the duty on tirnber, which has
been abolisheci for some thirty-five years. In
welI informer] circles it is flot believeci that such
action will be takcn, but on the other band the
fact romains that if is absolutely necessary to
raise the additional revenue in some ntanner,
and a light: mx upon timber is regardeci as
one of the ficasible mnelhods. Thie proposition
has been freely discussed by the timbcr mer-
chants, who are, we are told, feeling a little
uncornfortable ovcr the prospect of sucb a duty.

Just how scriously the idea bas been con-
sidered by the Chancellor of the Etchequer is
not known, but it is stated that the customn
authoities at some or* the east coast ports
have been requaested 10 send in fuil Statistics
of the wood goods imporied to tbe'tr districts.
This is at ieast sufficient ground for beliiving
Ihat the matter is under consideration. The
statement is aiso made that an insurar ce for
tweive nionths against the imposition of the
tax has airendy been c.fccted by Lloyd's.

It is essimateci that a tax of 25 cents perilond
on soit timber wvould bringin about S2,zSo,o:o
per annum. This is exclusive of nny duty on
hardwoods.

In connection xvith tbis malter the question
arises whetber a dtity wvould bc imposed on
tiniber irnported from the British Colonies.
The advocates of Imperiai rederation %vould no
doubt strongiy oppose such a niove, and if an
exception was nde ini the case of Colonial
timber, the revenue obtainablc would be re-
duced by nearly one-qua-rter.

The imposition of a duiy on tumber importcd

int Great Britain wvould be of little henef'tt so
fair as fosteriîîg the home brade, as the nvailabie
supply in England is of little accotint. it
wvould seem, therefore, that the bax wouid fail
tipon the consumer, and if no prefcretîtial dut>'
wvas proî'ided for, the q4uaîîtity of timber im-
ported from the différent countries wouid not
be lcssencd thereby. A proposition wvbich
meets witb much greater favor in Engiand is
thîe taxing of manuifactureci timber products,
as this would assist the manufacturing indus-
tries of the countîry.

HOME MANUFACTURE 0F TIMBER.
The departure made by the Ontario Goverît-

ment in the ycar 1898 by passing legisiation
compeiiing the manufacture wvithin the prov'-
ince of ail timber cut un Crowvn lands wvas at
the lime favorably recciveci, represeîîting as il
did preponderance of public sentiment. Thtere
wvere, howevcr, opponients to the legisialiion.
The law bas i10w been in force over three
years, in wvbîch time many convcrts; to the
mieasure bave been made, and it is sufe to sa>'
that the opposition lbas become an almost
invisible quantity. The reason for tbis ;-;
clearly understood by everyone acquainted
wvith the conditions. As a resuit or t'he
legisiation we can point to a great expansion
of tbe lumber industry, an increased population,
more empioyment lor t6ie working man, a
larger demand for C-anadian machiner>', and
other advantages of more or less importance.

The experiment, if il niight be so termed,
bas dernonstrated two things-first, that the
time.has corne for Canada to legfisiate in the
înterests of Canadians ; and secondly, that
the rawv materiai Wvili aîtroct the manufacturer.
Withtn four years towns and villages along
the Georgian Bay' shore whicb bnci become
neariy extinct while the iogs wvere being rafied
10 Michigan, have grown ta be thriving settle-
ments; ; machine shops have been worlcing to,
their full capacity on miii repairs, etc., andi the
counhry at large bas prospered. As figures
are perbaps more convincng than mere state-
ments, we give below the names of Michigan
films wvbicb, ta, our knowledge, have estab-
lished mil-. in Ontario subsequent ta and as
the direct result of te probibitory legislation.
The annuai capaciiy for day mun.aniy is given:

W. & X. 14cArtiur Company. 1.littr CUrrent
Iroitand -. Graves. Bynt Int... .. .. .. ..
E-.dy lIrot.. lind River.. .. .. .. .. .
Michign I.Aud Luanher Ce.. TitinI River
M.lulthrop, 1.wnber Co.. John's Island.
Mr. Loveiaud audatiociAtes at Cutier
J. &T. CharIton. Celingwood
E-dinnd RaU. Sarnia.... .. .. .. .. .. ..
Clmlad.SrniaSau .Nili ÇA..* Sarnia
Saginaw Litumber & Salt Cco. Sandwich
Pinsa & Charlton. Victoria itaruor .. .. .. ..
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Some af tbe above firms built newv miis ;
others reirodeiled mills that had been idie for
years. Th#- operation a! these miuls nicans an
increaseci capacity in Ontario of upiwards of
2i0,000,000 fcct of iuniber nnnuaiiy. Tihis
.amnouint represents the logs that wcere formerly
out in Ontario and raftedl tai Michigan. It
vviii bc sccn that tbe qîtanbiiy ai lumber placcd
on tbc market is no greater, but that wvhich
w.as iormerly sawn in Michigan from Canadian
timbcr is now sawn in the Province by
Catnadian wvorkmen.

In addition to the increased miii capacity

aboya referred to, contra, for sawing log$
have heen giv'en b>' Aie qt irats Cocaa
dian nianufacturers, whio e bîtihi itle%
aîîd otlierw-se icreased lit a peiv 1

Sortie o! tbe opponentý e the proIib
legisantion wcre oîvners tii ,"lier liits ime
lias proveil liat their ju.' iel %Va
At the Goverriment sales i« *tî'ing lthe l3.

mient of lthe lawv exception:u lligll pflrie
paici for limits, and ti condition
continued ever since.

The Legisiature o! 13r- ',columbh a
placeci o1 its Statute book, t' îaw sifriîah
tbat of Ontario, to balce tect tbis ýPng
Fi-oin a flou-partisan stand, i suc spin

to hie commended as %hi "Ë, the
spirit- the encouragement 'ie industfi"
the country. That the prti. ~cwh vn
benefit thereby, as wvas th1  '. in Oîros
almost a rotregone conclti, %V hat a.l
ment Cali be advanced, i'e da, o'f,
declining limrber supply, il, .%or or alluinng
our timber to be exporcci . ratv materri
ta build up nianufacîttring stablishrnents :
the United States ? Just il çure as lthe Miý5
wvete removed fromn Michil, !iaOîai,
îvili the' bie removeci fa-uar Washingio, r,
British Columbia.

An association of logger. lia% been forMt
in Britisb Columibia %vitI, the olject oi
inducing the Government ti' repeal the M,
prohibiting the export of ltiiiber. ?ýir. Ilý.
gins, the presidezît of the association, ina
letter published in tbis nnmber, undertakesto
show that certain Statements made in tbe
CAYADA), Lw'îNisR.I.IAx were unfair. We fAfio
see that Mr. Higgins m.îkes ont point;:%
favor of the repeal of the li. His £irR
complaint is that no mention %va% made oi t>
variaus interests that are abociateu wiîh t&
loggers, sucb as the employces, finawcià,
institutions, nwners of timbcr lants, -:.
Witb the manuifacturer-% aIs,. .îre assooe=
ilheir employees, financial instituions, ni.

timber limit owners, andi in -ddiion it
Canadian manufactumer.- of nîil m.-chinerjai
supplies. What is ta become of our indusin
if the rawv material is exported to ani
manuiactured in a foreign countt) ? 113.
second contention is that it was unfair Ici siui
that the Governmcnt considered tbe intees
ai te manuifacturer iii preference to thot d
the iogger. lit is not unfair tu point otili
wvisdom of the Governnient iii îakinn su4s
action as iil prevent the removai oi tk-
manufacturing industries o! the province toùi'
United States. Mfr. Higg-in% points oclt
the law includes ail tiniber and à.citcedar 4-.
To this correction we submit, but wbheaius
the significance ? Next he contends tbatth'
business of tbe logger will icmpor:rr k
injured, and that the 'Washington rnulltsh
timrber further up tbe broc thav the C2aýài
milîs. If such is the case, -ien mortei
-ire cstablished on tbc Gaina-di.an side, as '.
doubtless .vill be; the conseqiient compea
sbould provide a remcdy. but if not, iti
the powem of thc Governtment 1i., bring .
bbe desired change. The qtc.iXun of expà.Ç'
turc ansivcrs iiseif. If the tinititr is fr4z: 1
bîîrcd int Itîmber and shingle'. iwithta
province, thc -imýe.Jt of moncv ir\penddede
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