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THE CATHOLIC REGISBTER.

The Geraldine's Fate.

AN EPISODE OF IRISH HISTORY

{CONCLUDEIL)

The Kuight {e'l back in amszewent.

My lady,” he said slowly aud
peinfully, ** a woman hath the prive-
lege—"

** Heed her not, my friend,” cried
the Earl, -*she i distraught. ller
very language shows it. Give us thy
couusel. Tre Euglivh are uponus. A
troop is rihing from Kilmsllock, and
will e hcre at once. What cau be
donel”

Sir Henry went to one of the case-
meuts which look«d to the narith-west.
In & moment he retucned.  + They are |
not yet ucar. my .ond, if they cawe by

*Yes, yos!" aunewered the Earl,
*¢ then there is time fur escape.”

With baste the Earl and Countess
moved down the atairx, {cllowed by
Edmond ant the Knight. who carried
some skins and Llaukets. There was
still no trace of the English.

+¢ What wouid beour safest direction?”
asked the tar! hurnedly.

+* Towards the kills, where also there
are cabics for saeiter, * anid Sir Henry |
ashehauded the blankets tothe servaat.

Edmoud moved towardsSiieve Reagh,
the Earl and Covutomfoliowing. 1t was
fortunate that the anow was again fall-
ing, {or it Llottrd out their tracke.

Tae Koight lsked after thewm fora
few moments then olted the door,
snd returued to the Hall, wbhere he aat
by the css-merot walching for the
Eoglish.

In a short cime, though it seemed
shesier to him, he noticed them coming
on the road from Eiton. A« they
approached the casile they halted. and
1hetr leader evident y prooeeded to give

them iostructicns. for they separated
and rod~ through the Geide ta oocupy .
different posis surrounding the castie.

Thes Ceplain Zmch rode to the !
doer, and knocked Joudly. Fora time
there was 0o answer.  He kuocked, if
possible, atill more Jondly. Sir Heary
pot forth bhis hoad through the
catrment.

“What i the cause of alt this
uprosr at this peacelui season I be
demanded angrily.

“la Her Grace’s name, open,”
shouted Zouch.

Sir Heary left the ceswinent and
meved slowly towarde the winding
sone sStairs to oper. the door- In the
mestlime Zioch bhad dismounted,
handed his ieidi» 20 a . sad
drawn bis sword. When the door

d be to Tush throwgh
bat the kaigat, light in hand, tarred
the way.

*Sir,” be said slowly, “1 allow ne
man to «ter my howse ia this guise.™”

“Thoun kmarw, thou reind, thou
pitifal hartwrer of rebels and outlaws,
Rawd eside® Your time wiil soom
come.”

> allaw o man to addrees me in
this wis~,” mid the kaizht, dropping
the light, sxsiching the the irom bar, i
and jsmpieg ack ward as V. wch made
a furions lenge at his heart. Zouch
followed, but at sword play be was 2o
match {or hisopponert. Ina momeat
Isie sword fell from his grasp, and bin
arm {2 by hia wide, broken

“Te me]l To mel™ he shouted.

Thee of 1be treop rualeed through the
apem doer, owe freeping the Jight
“Sheot me hiv koave!” be yelied.
~ Quick, qvick.” i

Sir Heery jemped to the winding |
staire, greping & long speer that lay i ;
a corme, and bringing it with hiw. !
He mevvd as quickly np the stairs as |
i e bad wever Loen lamed At the
corner he torard rvend. Oae of the
trespers with an srquebos was clem
lmlsind ; iis companions wore fellewing,

aad Zwel Wil the light with his
injored nem as for f threngh the
door 34 be conld. (ine thrant of the

ear in the threat, sad the Sirst

soldier fell. Aunotherste over the
body to wmeet with a like ion.
The third husg back. By the light be
loocked closely to the lock of his
arquebus, and them moved forward
withcaution. Zouch in his impatience
awore boeribly, Owing to the tam in
the staire the soldier oould see no
portion of 8ir. Heary's body. He
moved back agaia ssying :—

*The bodies of thess wounded or

dead men must bo removed. Holp ie
wanted.”
Zouch moved to the door and shout-

ed {or assis‘ance. Four men

bis call. He commanded them to go
forward and resaove tha bodies, while
the other soldier kept bis arquebes
pointed ct the turn of the stairs. Ina
short time they removed the Lodies.
Tne Captain ssked for a voluateer to
force the stairs. One, & Devan man,
ovamed Carew, offered to go forward.
lie moved slowly, his weapon pointed
before him. As be neared the turm,
out flashed the terriblo spear and
pierced his chest. With a boerible
groan he foll into the arms of his near-
est companion. The thres bebicd
moved beck. Thin Zouch ordered the
mea to commence firiag up the stairsin
the hope that a shot deflected from the
walls might take their opponeat some-
where in the body, and disable him.

! But thie scomed to 8o purpose as far

a8 could be ascestained, and after some
time they wets ordered 10 desist.

Zouch now beld a consultation with
the men a6 10 what was best to he
doge, and it was suggested to him thet
if some straw were t from the
baggard and lit st the foot of the
stairs, the defender would be smoked
oat.

Sowe demp straw was browght ia,
placed at the foot of the stairs, and
with much dificulty lighted. After
some time they romoved the straw and
rushed one after the other up the stairs.
There swemned none tc oppose them.
Znuch followed and commended them
to ssarch the great hall, bat Sir Heory

{ was not ¢~ be found. It wan plein be

had moved up bigher on the staire—
prhaps to the battlements. Addi-
licnel lights were procured in the Hal!
aad they proceeded cautiously upward,
but met with 20 opposition. The ser-
rants whe slept on the other side of
the castic weee Joug since aroused, bat
beld to their
Bling

the battlements sad they found it lock-
«d or holted on the other side. It took
some time Lo burst it open, and the firet
throagh fell back on

A woldier sdvenced i with
srquebas in haad, lookiag out for seme
pestion of the knight's peresn. In a

the Earl mw at once

on fire. Ho remaiaed guzing at it

a long time; then be tarned to bi

and asid :—** This is & weery Christmes
. 1 trest Sir Herry is mbe”

He did net know 8 was
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