312 Nutural Mogick.

Beok 15, treats of hunting, fosvling, fishing. &c. As q sp@bimcn
ol the information contained in this book, we have the Yollowing
ingetitous method of changing 4 dog from swhile te black.

*« T change a Dogs colowr.—Since white dogs are seldom fit for
hnntmg, becanse they are scen afar ofi; & way is found to chang.
his eolour, that will be done it you beyl quick Lime with Litbarge,
and patut the dog with it, it will aiake lum black.”

The book. ¢ where:mn are bandled sccret and undiscovered
notes,” treats of invisible writing.  We pass over numerous me-
thods—whereby intelligence may be conveyed from one place to
aaofher, without fear of detection in the way—and come to the
following sublime process, by whieh words miay be bottied for use
as wine is.

% .ToRignifie to fricnds cll things by @ Trunk—Let the pipe be
of-earth (but led 15 better) or of uny matter well closed, that the
vgiee may not get forth i the long passage ; for whatever you

at one end, the voice without any difference, as.it came
forth of the speakers mouth, comes so to the ears of him that
hearkneth ; and [ doubt not but this may be done some miles ofi.
The voice not divided or scattered, goes whole a long way. 1
have tried it for above two hundred paces, when 1 had no other
copvenience, and the words were heard so clear, as the speak-
er uttered them. Upon this.it came into wy miod, to intercept
words spoken by the way, with Jeaden pipes. and to hold them so
fong as 1 pleascd close in ; that when I opened the hole, the words
hguld break forth. 1 perceive that the sound gocs by degrees,
#iid that being carried through a pipe, it may be shut'up i the
middle ; and it a very long trunk should take away the cooveni-
ence of it, that many winding pipes might shut it upin a close
place. 1 read that Albertus made an artificial head, that spake ot
a set time : I might hope to do the same by this invention.”

Book 17, is of Burning, and other glasses : among its experi-
ments we find an approagh to the modern Kalsidescope. Here
also, we have an account of a glass. by which one of the Ptoleuics
saw his enemies at six huodred miles distance! Query—at what
height should Ptolemy stand, to cnable him to see so far over
the surface of thie earth, supposing him to have a telescope of sof-
ficient power? Or, should not such an instrument, have a virtne
similar to that of the gun, which could shoot round a corner ? We
here meet with a {urther specimen of losing a subject in a dust of
words—in describing how the glass might vc made which would
burn at a infinite distance, it is said— o

“ Yet I think it an uanworthy act to divulge it to the ignorant
common people : yet let it go 1to the light, that the immense
goodness of our great God may be praised, and adored. Decause
3 proportional Radius doth proceed from the greater Section
from the less is made the greater ¢ to avoid this, make it of a Cy-
lindrical Sectjon, for it is the mean, and let it be set for the axis of
the small and of the greater dissection, which may pass through



