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in confusion ivlîcn î.ivage mnastiff!; have seized upon and are w~or-
rying some of* the flock. ln a few momenti all the windows of
the prisoni, which Ionked into the yard, were filled with 9pectators
gazing, upon the scene beluwv with mute astonishment, wttile tbey
saw fility of their coinrades surrotindecl by the solciiers who hall
.-eizeil (hemn. On a sudlden, the large folding.dnors of our prison,

ichiei wve hall neyer before seen opened, were thrown wlde, and
presented wio lines of' intintry, with fixed bayonets, drawo up on
either-tite of tlie g.dtevay,. Without nny information wbither
they were g')ingr-withoti permission (o take any tbing %vith them,
or evcn to bill farewvell to their friends or relatives, tbey were
raarched %vithin tho lines prepared to receive (hem. The doors
of the prison were again closed, and the sound ofthe <h'iin an-
nounced to us tbat tbey hrd commenced their marcb, but for
what purpose, %% e %were left to conjecture.

The terror 'vhicli pervaded (lie prison in consequence of (Lis
occurrence. cannot easily be conceived, much less demcribed.
Lacli looked uipon the other as being indeed Ila sheep appoioted
for (he slaughctr," wvhiIst imagination wvas left to body forth the
manner in ivhich wve were to be put to -Ieath ; whether by the
stroke ofthe guillotine, or hy the les% tardy metbod-wbich we
heard wvas then in use among thernselves-of alling vesisels wilh
their prisoners. and sinkiing them in smre of their rivers nit high
mvater, so that they migbh be left dry nit tbe ebb tide ; or by the
mîlitary method, svhic1à Lad been adopted on smre occasions, of
dratving tip tbeir victims ini a square, and firing upon tbem with
grape-sîtot. WVhife such terrifie scenem were continually flitting
before our imag«ina lion, another and another seizure wvere
m'Ile, of illy prisoners each lime, after the ;-iterval of, ihree
(laye, and (bey were marched off in the sme manner as tbc
first. Nor ivas it tll about a fortnigbt nfter the first draft,
that sve wvere nssured our poor comrades bad not been put to
destb, but only mirched intn the interior of the country
to make roomn for others svho wcre expected from Breot. WVith
such diaboliLal ingenuity did the spirit of the times delight te
afflict and terrify the rninds of unfortunate and helpleffs prisoners!
Nor could it but appear to us, that whatever mighit lie the un-
known reason ivhy the decree ofthe Convention wvas not carried
into execution, it wim tbrongb no lack of' in~clination on the part
of tbase wvho could treat their victims with such barbarous cruelty
as (o sport (bus wvitb their feelings. The -reason, however, why
've escaped all the murderous intentions of the Committee of Pub-
lic Safety, sve afterwarde learned, was, (bat both the French
soldiers in the army, and the malors in tbe navy, refused (o ight
till a decree so ferocious and singninary was abolisbed.

The immediate prospect of a violent death was (hum removed.
Ourjoy on the occasion was not, ho wever, dcstined to be of long
duration. There 'vere other methode, more circuitous and tard%,,
inileed, but not less decisive in their resulte, I>y whicb the prison


